1


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-445/09



15 July 2009

COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: English

AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES 
FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 
IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI)]
ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE INNOVATION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759, "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1.
Background
The Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) is a Canadian based, independent, non-partisan think tank that addresses international governance challenges. CIGI was founded in July 30, 2001, in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, for the purpose of creating a centre that would focus on international cooperation and collaboration on global issues including diplomacy and foreign policy, emerging powers, energy security, fragile States, global governance reform, global health, and integration.
CIGI advances its purpose by conducting research in six interconnected areas: shifting global order; environment and resources; health and social governance; trade and finance; international law, institutions and diplomacy; and global and human security. 

CIGI finances are achieved through donations and government grants from the Government of Ontario, Ministry of Resource and Industry, International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), investment groups, private donations and other in-house contributions. 

CIGI submitted its application for registration with the OAS on December 16, 2008.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Centre for International Governance Innovation
Address:


57 Erb Street West, Waterloo,




Ontario, Canada




N2L 6C2
Telephone:


(519) 885-2444
E-mail address:



jjeffs@cigionline.org
Director:


Jennifer Jeffs
Date of foundation:

July 30, 2001
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
CIGI works to promote research, form networks, advance policy debate, build capacity, and generate ideas for multilateral governance improvements. The activities carried out by CIGI are related to OAS activities in:

· Implementing projects on energy focusing on the protection of environment and natural resources in the Americas; 
· Developing programs for further reduction and assistance of fragile States, through means of dialogue, peace building, and conflict resolution and conflict prevention.
· Advocating the importance of the changing nature of international cooperation with regard to environmental governance trends and response to the food crisis;
· Examining the future of security sector reform with a focus on global and human security in the hemisphere; and
· Organizing workshops and conferences aimed at supporting monetary reform pertaining to Latin America and the Caribbean.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The work of CIGI can contribute to the OAS work through the following activities: 
· Disseminate and promote methods in which the Caribbean region can meet economic challenges to assist and overcome stagnant economic growth;

· Develop an online network that facilitates information exchange connecting individuals and organizations studying, working and advising on hemispheric security, energy and human rights;
· Collaborate with government, business and academic communities in the Americas to produce policy-focused research centered on civil liberties for citizens of the hemisphere;
· Research and write publications, for use in workshops and seminars, on current state of hemispheric integration in the Americas, to identify and address issues on human rights, and public security; and
· Design, propose, and implement training programs for government agencies, NGO’s, and the community in general, promoting a reduction in violence and crime.

5.
Identification of OAS work areas
CIGI offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Disseminating the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to promote and protect civil rights in the region;
· Developing studies and reports related to the work of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in the promotion of increased public security measures throughout Latin America and the Caribbean;

•
Participating in OAS-related activities, particularly sending representatives as observers to public meetings of the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies open to the participation of civil society, as well as General Assemblies, Ministerial, and Summit-related meetings;

· Promoting the results of the work of the Secretariat of Political Affairs to strengthen good governance and state modernization to strengthen democracy in the hemisphere; and
· Developing cooperation instruments and studies for the OAS General Secretariat in the areas of human rights for susceptible groups in the Americas.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General of December 16, 2008

· Certificate of incorporation of July 30, 2001
· Certificate of adoption of bylaws of July 17, 2002
· 2007 and 2008 annual activity report
· 2007 and 2008 financial statements, audited by: Zeifman & Company, LLP
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP22654E01�











