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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY

CORPORACIÓN ACCIÓN CIUDADANA COLOMBIA 

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia [Citizen Action Corporation Colombia]. 

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia is a nonprofit organization founded on July 26, 1996 in Bogotá, Colombia to promote and consolidate democracy by promoting institutional redesign, public deliberation and impact, and comprehensive training for institutional and societal stakeholders.

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia’s aims to develop democracy through actions to strengthen state governance.  Its projects focus on ensuring citizen participation and impact on governmental decision-making, administration, and oversight, and the exercise of citizens’ fundamental rights. 

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia contributes to efforts to serve Colombia’s displaced and reintegrated population. It works with the European Union and the Alta Consejería para la Reinserción de Colombia in executing the Support Program for the Socio-Economic Reintegration of Displaced Populations in Colombia, agreement REH/2006/018-444, in the municipalities of Puerto Boyacá, Boyacá Department; Riohacha, La Guajira Department; and Villavicencio, Granada, San Martín, and Puerto Gaitán, Meta Department. Additionally, with financing from the Programa Presidencial para la Acción Social y la Cooperación Social, and with the International Organization for Migration, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and Assenda, Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia conducted a study of the conditions of the displaced population in 14 Colombian departments.  Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia is a member of the Inter-American Democracy Network (IADN), which works to strengthen democracy at the national and regional levels.

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia finances its activities from donations from different organizations and foundations, such as the European Union, the International Organization for Migration, and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation Colombia, and from government entities, such as the Agencia Presidencial para la Acción Social y la Cooperación Internacional, the Bogotá city government, and the National Administrative Department of the Solidarity Economy.


Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia submitted its request for registration with the OAS on October 9, 2008.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia 

Address:
Carrera 24, No. 36-37 

Bogotá, Colombia

Telefax:


(571) 268 0090/268 3199

E-mail address:



director@ac-colombia.net

Website:


www.ac-colombia.net

Chair of Board of Directors:
Aída Constanza Serna Cortés

Date established: 

26 July 1996

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia focuses on promoting and consolidating democracy by means of actions to promote state governance and citizen participation in government institutional processes.  The following activities of the organization bear some relation to the work of the OAS:

· Promoting citizen participation in the region;

· Supporting institutional modernization and governance in the region;

· Strengthening and consolidating democracy in the Hemisphere; and

· Promoting community and civil society organization to improve quality of life.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia conducts its activities by means of training, research, reconciliation, and social coexistence programs.  Contributions already made by the organization and that might be of interest to the OAS include:
· Executing research projects for institutional, community, and citizen development;

· Developing programs to promote transparency in government; and

· Supporting the peace and reintegration process in Colombia by designing and implementing programs that promote reconciliation and social coexistence.

5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing 
activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia considers that its activities may be useful for the work performed by the different agencies and units of the OAS.  Thus, it could lend support to their work by:

· Promoting and upholding the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Supporting the activities of the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, with emphasis on promoting probity and transparency in public office;
· Supporting the work of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations to promote civil society participation in strengthening democracy in the region;

· Contributing to the activities of the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions of the Secretariat for Political Affairs relating to the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS) that emphasize the population’s humanitarian needs and promote reintegration and social coexistence; and

· Contributing to the efforts of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) to promote and protect the rights of children and adolescents.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated October 9, 2008 

· Articles of incorporation
· Certificate of adoption of bylaws
· Activity report for 2008
· Financial statements for 2008
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