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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY

ESPACIO CIVIL TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Espacio Civil [Civilian Forum].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Espacio Civil in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Espacio Civil is a nonprofit organization founded in 2006 to promote mechanisms for citizen participation in Venezuela.


Espacio Civil supports the strengthening of democracy through the linkage of civil society organizations with different political, economic, social, environmental, and cultural societal stakeholders – public and private.  It also executes community development projects, promoting citizen culture and coordinating strategies, activities, and actions related to peace and democracy.


Espacio Civil works to facilitate relations between organizations and networks of civil society, especially in the social, political, and economic development areas, at the local, state, and national levels, with a view to better public administration.  The organization finances its activities through support from its member organizations and contributions from its partners.


Espacio Civil submitted its request for registration with the OAS on May 1, 2008.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name: 
Espacio Civil
Address:
Calle Tiuna, Quinta Rabanal, Urb. Macaracuay, Municipio Sucre, Estado Miranda, República Bolivariana de Venezuela

CP 1060 

Telephones:

(212) 986-2472

Telefax:

(212) 985-6206
E-mail address:

espaciocivil@gmail.com

E-mail address:

N/A

President:

Alejandro Armas

Date established:
26 October 2006

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


The following activities of the organization bear some relation to the work of the OAS:

· Promoting local, state, and national leadership for inclusion in community development policy-making structures;

· Facilitating relations between civil society organizations and networks and contributing to efforts to develop a culture of citizen participation for local development;

· Linkage of civil society organizations with political, economic, social, environmental, and cultural stakeholders, public and private, in Venezuela;

· Coordinating strategies, activities, and actions that promote different forms of citizen participation for the consolidation of civil society in communities;

· Promoting courses, workshops, and seminars on opinion formation and community development-related policy formulation.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Contributions already made by the organization and that might be of interest to the OAS include:
· Developing participatory projects that generate the integration of citizens in society, promoting development and leadership;

· Implementing image enhancement programs for civil society organizations aimed at achieving a different perspective and, hence, greater citizen participation in democratic processes;

· Establishing and implementing a work plan for participation by civil society together with coordinators of other organizations to achieve greater citizen participation in democratic processes;

· Implementing democratic education programs by creating information networks of different civil society organizations.

5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Espacio Civil considers that it could lend support to the work of the OAS by:

· Contributing to the efforts of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) to promote and disseminate the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter that relate to strengthening citizen participation mechanisms;

· Disseminating information on civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas;

· Supporting civil society participation in the framework of the activities of the Summits of the Americas, disseminating resolutions on published forums and seminars;

· Contributing to the efforts of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS Permanent Council to promote forums and seminars on democratic values, human rights, and multidimensional security by compiling and analyzing statistical data and references on experiences in the migration area in the region. 

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated May 1, 2008

· Articles of incorporation, 2006

· Statute

· Activity report for 2007

· Financial statements for 2007 (audited by Gustavo A. Pacheco S. (C.P.C. 7574)

· Fiscal year-end report for 2008
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