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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FEDERACIÓN
LATINOAMERICANA DE MAGISTRADOS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) [Latin American Federation of Judges-FLAM].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background
The nonprofit civil society organization Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) was established in June 1977 by representatives of the 1st Congress of Latin American Judges, in Santiago, Chile, to bring together national associations of judges in Latin America.  The office of FLAM is located in the country of the elected President, currently in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
The basic objective of FLAM is to ensure that the judiciary is always truly and effectively independent; contribute to the strengthening of the rule of law, broaden and enhance the knowledge of judges; foster close relationships among judges of member countries; defend the interests of the judiciary; and analyze common legal problems in order to improve and harmonize the laws.

FLAM had been inactive for a number of years because there was an Ibero-American Group under the International Union of Judges.  An IUJ meeting in 1999 reactivated FLAM and in 2000 the by-laws were amended and updated.

The Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) submitted its request for registration with the OAS on February 6, 2009.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM)
Address:


Av. Independencia 1208, Col. Centro





Oaxaca, México
Telephone:


(+52.951) 541-6313 / (+52.951) 501-1933
Fax: 



(+52.951) 541-6313
E-Mail Address:

presidencia.flam@yahoo.com.mx
Website:


www.flamagistrados.org
President:


Raúl Bolaños Cacho Guzmán
Date of incorporation: 

April 3, 2001
3. 
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
The Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) works to strengthen the judiciary and the rule of law through training, educational, and information and experience exchange programs, besides promoting communication links among judges in member countries. Activities carried out by the Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) are related to those of the OAS in the following areas:
· Promoting support for and ratification of international instruments to protect human rights;

· Ensuring that the rule of law remain strong in the region; and
· Promoting prerequisites and capabilities vital to ensuring an independent judiciary.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) carries out projects that contribute to the preservation of human rights and strengthen the rule of law and the independence of the judiciary.  FLAM has worked to promote and strengthen the community of judges in Latin America in order to promote the exchange of information.  The main areas in which the Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) could contribute to the OAS include the following:
· Promoting awareness within the countries and societies about the need to ensure an independent judiciary, through conferences, forums, and study meetings;

· Conducting studies on common legal issues in order to improve domestic laws and harmonize them with international standards; 
· Promoting and giving awards to foster research, development, and publication of legal studies; and 

· Designing and conducting training programs for judges and encouraging mutual assistance among judges from different countries of Latin America.
5.
Identification of OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to collaborate
The Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM) is proposing to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Ensuring human rights protection and supporting the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in promoting and supporting international instruments;
· Collaborating with the Secretariat for Legal Affairs especially in the promotion and dissemination of information on standards and best practices in public international law;
· Providing the OAS’ policy organs with recommendations on the subject of the judiciary and the importance of ensuring the independence of judges to protect basic human rights; 
· Providing the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with technical assistance in the area of international law; 
· Proposing, organizing, and conducting training sessions for judges, in coordination with the Secretariat for Legal Affairs; and
· Providing technical assistance to the Department of State Modernization and Governance relating to its initiatives on the importance of strengthening the judiciary to develop a stable and democratic state.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated December 2, 2008
· Directory of attorneys
· Articles of incorporation, April 3, 2001
· Financial Statements for March 2007 to April 2008 signed by: Delia Carrizo de Martínez, Secretary General
· Regulations
· Campeche Declaration – April 2008
· Minutes of the 57th General Assembly of the Federación Latinoamericana de Magistrados (FLAM)
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