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APPLICATION BY Intercambios Asociación Civil TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on the civil society organization Intercambios Asociación Civil.  The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Intercambios Asociación Civil in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. 
Background

Intercambios Asociación Civil is a nongovernmental organization founded on December 10, 1995, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  It works for the rights of persons living with HIV/AIDS and drug addiction problems. Its purpose is to conduct research, prevention, training, and advisory activities with various governmental and nongovernmental organizations in the area of drugs and HIV/AIDS.

One of the main activities of Intercambios Asociación Civil is to promote ongoing exchange, collaboration, and mutual cooperation among institutions, researchers, and other social actors to build networks and working groups.  It is a founding member of the Latin American Harm Reduction Network and of the Argentine Harm Reduction Network, two organizations that coordinate efforts to combat drugs and the spread of HIV/AIDS in Latin America. Intercambios Asociación Civil has designed and carried out drug prevention programs in various institutional arenas at the national and international levels.

Intercambios Asociación Civil is funded by contributions from various national and international organizations, such as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; the Pan American Health Organization; the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; the Royal Embassy of the Netherlands; the Transnation Institute; the Drugs and Democracy Program; the Tides Foundation; the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS); the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECI); the World Bank; and GTZ (German Technical Cooperation), among others.


Intercambios Asociación Civil submitted its application to the OAS on June 30, 2009.

2. 

Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO 
Name of organization:


Intercambios Asociación Civil
Address:
Rodríguez Peña 217 Piso 8 Dpto. 15

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone number:


(5411) 4954-7272

Fax number:                                             (5411) 4954-1333

E-mail address:




intercambios@intercambios.org.ar

Web address:                                           www.intercambios.org.ar

President of Board of Directors:
Graciela Touzé

Date of incorporation: 

            December 10, 1995

3. 
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Intercambios Asociación Civil works to prevent and manage situations characteristic of drug addiction and HIV/AIDS.  Among its activities that relate to the aims of the OAS are:

· Building solid leadership to respond to the various problems caused by drugs, using a scientific, interdisciplinary approach; and

· Promoting greater understanding of problems related to drugs and HIV/AIDS by providing accurate information and educating communities through workshops, seminars, and lectures that strengthen social information-sharing networks.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS 

Intercambios Asociación Civil pursues its aims by conducting training, research, instruction, and social intervention activities in the areas it addresses.  Among its contributions that could be of interest to the OAS are:
· Specialized advisory services, publications, and presentations to government agencies and nongovernmental organizations on drugs and HIV/AIDS; and

· Studies, training events, and educational events on topics related to HIV/AIDS and drugs, especially geared toward high-risk population groups, so as to increase societal understanding of the present status of these issues in the Americas and to promote their control and prevention.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Intercambios Asociación Civil believes its activities could be useful in advancing the efforts of the various bodies and dependencies of the OAS.  It could assist them in their tasks as follows:

· Promoting and defending the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Supporting the activities of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in fighting for a drug-free Hemisphere; and
· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women in developing policies on HIV/AIDS under its Gender, Violence, and HIV/AIDS program.


6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, June 30, 2009 

· Document of incorporation

· Document of adoption of bylaws

· Annual activity report for 2008 

· Financial statements for 2008, approved by Sergio Biondini of the Professional Council on Economics of the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires
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