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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) International Council for Science.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Council for Science in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1.
Background
International Council for Science (ICSU) is a non-governmental organization founded on July 11, 1931 in Brussels, Belgium, with current headquarters in Paris, France.  Originally known as the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU), the organization adopted its new name in 1998, but maintained the original acronym. ICSU’s mission is to strengthen international science for the benefit of society by planning and coordinating interdisciplinary research on major, international issues relevant to science and society.

International Council for Science works to create international and regional networks of scientists and serves as a forum for the exchange of ideas, scientific information and the development of scientific standards, especially in the areas of planning and coordinating international research, science for policy, and the universality of science.  ICSU is one of the organizing partners of the Scientific and Technical Community Major Group in the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD) and the United Nations Environment Program.
The membership of the International Council for Science comprises 29 international scientific unions and 114 national scientific bodies representing 134 countries, including Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, the Caribbean, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela, among others.
International Council for Science has financed its activities with funds received from membership dues and grants from the National Science Foundation, the government of France, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), United States National Science Foundation and the United States National Academy of Sciences, among others.

International Council for Science submitted its application to register in the OAS on August 29, 2008. 
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



International Council for Science 
Address:


5, rue Auguste Vacquerie 





75016 Paris, France 

Telephone:


+33 (0) 1 4525-0329 
Fax:



+33 (0) 1 4288-9431
E-mail address:



secretariat@icsu.org; secretariat@icsu-lac.org
Website: 



www.icsu.org
Executive Director:

Deliang Chen
Director, Regional Office 

for Latin America and the 

Caribbean:


Alice Abreu 
Date of foundation:

July 11, 1931
3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities
International Council for Science works to promote equitable access to and use of scientific data and knowledge to contribute to effective policy making in the areas of development in a sustainable manner. The work of International Council for Science relates to OAS activities in the following ways:
· Facilitate interaction among scientists across all disciplines in international scientific conferences, congresses and symposia to exchange ideas and scientific information, identify and address major issues of importance to science and society, and develop scientific standards;
· Coordinate interdisciplinary research to provide independent, authoritative advice to stimulate constructive dialogue between the scientific community and governments, civil society, and the private sector; and
· Advocate for freedom in scientific research, promoting equitable access to scientific data and information, and facilitating science education and capacity building in developing countries through scientific collaboration among its members.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
International Council for Science executes programs to foster the participation of scientists and scientific organizations from around the world in the organization’s research and policy activities. Its activities focus on three main areas, including planning and coordinating international research, advocating the use of science for policymaking and promoting the universality of science. The activities of International Council for Science that could be of interest to the OAS include: 
· Organizing conferences and regional and international symposia to convene interdisciplinary scientists and scientific unions to develop science plans in priority areas, such as science education, ecosystems and biodiversity, sustainable energy, natural disasters and climate change, among others;

· Developing partnerships with international organizations to provide independent scientific expertise and advice. Current partnerships include the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World Meteorological Organizations (WMO), United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD), and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP); and
· Promoting the principle of the universality of science through its Committee on Freedom and Responsibility in the Conduct of Science to advance the rights of scientists to engage in scientific research on a national or international level without discrimination, facilitate access to scientific data and information with the World Data System and other ad hoc committees for this purpose, and to encourage responsibility, honesty, accuracy and openness in conducting scientific research.
5.
Identification of OAS work areas
International Council for Science offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Collaborate with the Department of Sustainable Development, Department of Human Development, Education and Culture, and the Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), especially in the areas of science education, biodiversity, sustainable energy and natural disasters;

· Support the work of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) through providing technical expertise, information sharing, and offering input for the design and execution of development programs and projects related to scientific research and data sharing, environmental protection, sustainable development, and science and technology, among others; and
· Cooperate with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to promote civil society participation and formulate recommendations to the political bodies of the Organization, particularly regarding development, science and technology.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated August 29, 2008
· Constitution
· Statute and Rules of Procedure

· Annual Report 2007 and 2008

· Financial Statements 2007 and 2008 (audited by Pierre Godet, AKELYS)

· Strategic Plan 2006-2011
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