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PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Transparency Venezuela.

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Transparency Venezuela in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background


Transparency Venezuela is a nonprofit civil society organization founded on March 11, 2004, in Caracas, Venezuela.  Its mission is to help to prevent and reduce corruption in the public and private sectors by promoting legal reform, institutional protection mechanisms, and monitoring procedures, by fostering citizen participation, and by conducting training workshops and awareness campaigns.


Transparency Venezuela focuses on promoting public transparency, access to information, democracy-building, and promoting implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption in Venezuela.  Transparency Venezuela conducts the Municipal Transparency Indicators System program, which aims to strengthen the municipal sound institutions system and its transparency through monitoring programs and the transfer of methodology.  In 2008, 71 municipalities were evaluated in the following regions: Andes, East, Zulia, Central-West, and Central.

Transparency Venezuela is the national chapter of Transparency International.  It is a member of the Inter-American Democracy Network; the Lima Agreement (alliance of civil society organizations to promote the discussion of experiences, provide a system of mutual support on policy and technical aspects of electoral monitoring, and conduct joint democracy-building activities and projects); the Strategic Advisory Group of Publish What You Pay (nongovernmental organization that conducts campaigns promoting transparency in the payment, receipt, and management of income in the oil, mining, and gas industries); the Alianza por el Acceso a la Information Pública de América; and the Coalición Proacceso a la Información Pública en Venezuela.


Transparency Venezuela’s receives its income from quota payments by its members and from projects financed by the Embassies of the United Kingdom, Canada, Finland, and Norway in Venezuela, as well as the Partnership for Transparency Fund (PTFund) and Fundar Centro de Análisis e Investigación A.C.

Transparency Venezuela submitted its application to the OAS registry on August 13, 2009.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO 

Name of Organization:
Transparency Venezuela

Address:
Av. Andrés Eloy Blanco, Edif. Cámara de Comercio de Caracas, Piso 2, Ofic. 2-15.  Los Caobos, Caracas.  Venezuela

Phone/fax.:
(58-212) 573-3134

E-mail address:
info@transparencyvenezuela.org.ve

Web address:
www.transparency.org.ve

Executive Director:
María de las Mercedes de Freitas Sánchez

Date of establishment:
March 11, 2004

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


Transparency Venezuela aims to help fight corruption through activities to foster public transparency and access to information.  Transparency Venezuela seeks to promote citizen participation in the design and execution of government policies, strengthen governmental institutions, and promote efforts to fight corruption in the public and private sectors with a view to fostering public transparency and access to information.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


Transparency Venezuela executes programs, awareness-raising workshops, and public information activities in nine areas: transparency in public administration, public contracts, budgeting and accounting, judicial transparency, access to public information, conventions against corruption, citizen anti-corruption training, private sector, and transparency in the oil industry.

Contributions by the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Design and execution of workshops and training programs to foster a culture of integrity and transparency in the public and private arenas and promote the Inter-American Convention against Corruption at the national level;

· Support to the design of government policies that facilitate access to information and transparency and to efforts to promote means of preventing and eliminating la corruption in Venezuela; and
· Collaboration with the appropriate Venezuelan government agencies in terms of providing specialized methods and technical tools for implementation of regulations and plans of action to promote public transparency and access to information.

5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives


Transparency Venezuela believes its activities can contribute to the activities of the various bodies and dependencies of the OAS, supporting their efforts as follows:

· Support the work of the Department of Legal Cooperation (DCJ) of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) to provide access to information on developments in the area of transparency in public administration and cooperation against corruption, including all those carried out under the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC);
· Promote the activities of the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DMEG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) to achieve greater efficiency and transparency in the exercise of public administration, to improve democratic governance, and to foster a culture of integrity and ethics among citizens, public servants, and state institutions;

· Support the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DDHEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in implementing and publicizing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices; and

· Work with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, August 13, 2009 

· Document of incorporation

· Certified assembly minutes, 2004 and 2005

· Provisional assembly minutes, 2007, 2008, and 2009

· Chronological record of assembly minutes, 2006-2008

· Records of receipt of applications to the registry

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report, 2008 

· Financial statements, 2007 and 2008 (audited by Mr. Oswaldo A. Sarmiento, Public Accountant)

· List of projects and sources of funding, 2005-2009
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