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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY CENTRO PARA LA APERTURA Y EL DESARROLLO DE AMÉRICA LATINA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Centro para la Apertura y el Desarrollo de América Latina (CADAL) (Center for the Opening and Development of Latin America).  
 The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Centro para la Apertura y el Desarrollo de América Latina (CADAL) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background
Centro para la Apertura y el Desarrollo de América Latina (CADAL) is a non-profit organization founded in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on February 26, 2003.  Its mission is to strengthen democracy and respect for fundamental freedoms in the Americas.
CADAL operates in Argentina and Uruguay.  It focuses on developing democracy through the promotion of human rights, respect for the rule of law, regional and economic integration, strengthening of civil society and civil society’s impact on the design and execution of public policies for socioeconomic progress, and governmental institution-building.  It carries out its activities in three work areas:  democratic governance, economy, and institutions; freedom of expression, and international promotion of human rights. 
It is a member of the Network of Democracy Research Institutes, a network of organizations, academic institutions, labor unions, and human rights movements, whose goal is to promote research on good governance and democracy.
CADAL’s income is derived from registration fees for events, the sale of publications, and advisory and consultation services. It has received funding from, inter alia, the Embassy of Switzerland to Uruguay, the Embassies of the Czech Republic and the Netherlands to Argentina, Atlas Economic Research Foundation, Directorio Democrático Cubano, the Roberto Noble Foundation, the Argentine branch of Zurich International, and the Ford Foundation.


CADAL submitted its application to the OAS on November 24, 2009.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:
Centro para la Apertura y el Desarrollo de América Latina (CADAL)
Address:
Av. Roque Sáenz Peña 628 Piso 2º R, C1035AAO
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone/fax:



(54-11) 4343-1447
E-mail:




centro@cadal.org
Website:




www.cadal.org
President and Director General:

Gabriel C. Salvia
Date established: 


February 26, 2003
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities
Activities that relate to OAS objectives include: 
· Promoting human rights, freedom of expression, and democratic governance;
· Fostering regulatory, legislative, and public policy reforms regarding citizen participation and helping to design and implement socioeconomic development programs; and
· Promoting regional and trade integration programs.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
CADAL’s activities involve programs, workshops, and conferences in training and research. Contributions already made by the organization and that might be of interest to the OAS include:
· Design and execution of research projects and educational programs on socioeconomic and institutional development, democracy, economics, and business for undergraduates and graduates, for example its Latin American School of Political and Economic Studies (ELEPE);
· Organization of briefings and training activities, such as lectures, seminars, forums, roundtables, and courses on topics related to the state of democracy in Latin America, human rights, international relations, development models, and economic integration, among others; and 
· Publication of articles, reports, and other documents on governance trends, human rights, freedom of the press, and the economies of Latin America and the Caribbean.
5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
CADAL considers that its activities may be useful for the work performed by the various different agencies and units of the OAS.  Thus, it could lend support to their work by:
· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in the promotion and protection of human rights, with special emphasis on the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression; 
· Promoting and upholding the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter; 
· Supporting the work of the Department of State Modernization and Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) with regard to transparency and good governance;
· Contributing to the work of the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) by preparing studies on trade, competitiveness, and economic integration in the Hemisphere; and
· Supporting the work of the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to promote civil society participation in OAS activities.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated November 24, 2009
· Articles of Incorporation
· Record of Adoption of the Statute
· Annual report 2008
· Financial statements 2008 (audited by Adrian A. Grigio, C.P.)
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