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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY MUJERES UNIDAS SOLIDARIAS ACTIVAS, A.C. IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas (MUSA), A.C.
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas, A.C. in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas (MUSA A.C.) is a non-governmental organization founded on May 26, 1998 in Uruapan, Mexico.  MUSA A.C.’s mission is to assist women and children of all ages, social conditions, religions, and ethnicities in a state of need by promoting mental and physical health, and development education.  MUSA A.C. works to support women and children in cases of domestic violence by offering legal and medical assistance as well as psychological treatment for victims and job training for women.  MUSA A.C. also offers support to local artists and artisans, and contributes locally to disaster relief efforts through medical treatment and supplies.
MUSA A.C. carries out its activities with donated medical supplies and revenue from membership dues and an annual fundraiser event.
MUSA A.C. submitted its application to register in the OAS on September 25, 2009.

2. Name, address, and date of constitution of the organization

Name:



Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas, A.C.
Address:


Nicolás Romero #30 col. Centro Uruapan, Michoacan, Mexico 

C.P. 60000
Telephone:


(45) 25236562 

E-mail address:



musa_ac_org@live.com.mx
President and

Legal Representative:

Laura Celia Sánchez Castro
Date of constitution:

May 26, 1998
3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas, A.C. works to protect and provide medical, legal and professional support to vulnerable groups, including indigenous peoples and victims of domestic abuse.  The work of MUSA A.C. relates to OAS activities in the following ways:
· Promotion of gender equality and the defense of the human rights of women and indigenous groups through advocacy and legal services;
· Advocacy for and provision of services to address health and sanitary questions and engagement for community development, especially of indigenous peoples where there has been substantial degradation of the environment, through programs of education in sustainable development, job training, and healthcare; and
· Cooperation with groups of new and unknown artists and artisans to support the sale of their works.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas A.C. provides support and services to women, children and indigenous groups with the goal of improving their well-being and living conditions. The activities of MUSA A.C. that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Providing medical treatment, legal advice and psychological treatment to victims of domestic violence;

· Participating in national and regional meetings, conferences, and workshops pertaining to the prevention of discrimination, exploitation, and victimization of women and indigenous peoples;

· Advocating for and assisting in the implementation of community health programs, especially for victims of domestic violence, as a liaison between government entities and the community at large;

· Offering training and basic office supplies to women to support their efforts to find decent work or become self-employed;

· Organizing and conducting community education programs to promote public understanding of the principles of sustainable development and respect for the environment; and
· Developing networks with other local, national, and regional organizations to organize support families and indigenous groups impacted by environmental degradation and natural disasters.

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Mujeres Unidas Solidarias Activas A.C. offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) by offering technical expertise, information sharing, and input in the design and execution of development programs to address the issue of gender-based violence, and assisting in the evaluation of the implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women "Convention of Belém do Pará";
· Contribute to the programs of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) to protect the rights of children, especially related to family violence and trafficking of children;
· Provide information regarding the situation of the rights of women and children in Mexico to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, especially in support of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child;

· Collaborate with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to advance social development, decent work and employment through the promotion of programs and projects to enable self-employment, especially for women, and through participation in the Ministerial and High Level Meetings of Social Development;
· Promote the initiatives of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in its mission to protect the environment, support climate change adaptation, and promote respect for biological diversity; and

· Cooperate with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to promote civil society participation in OAS activities, particularly those related to the human rights of women and children.

6. Documentation submitted to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated September 25, 2009
· Constitution – May 26, 1998
· Statutes

· Federal Registration for Civil Society Organizations (Mexico)

· Minutes of the Assembly of MUSA A.C. – July 13, 2006

· Mission Statement 

· Annual Report 2008

· Financial Statement 2008 (audited by Ivan Acosta Bastida, Accountant)
· Letter of Recommendation from Institución Universalmente Humanos A.C.

· Letter of Recommendation from Coordinación Organizadora de la Unidad Campesina, A.C. dated September 22, 2009.
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