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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY COMISIÓN COLOMBIANA DE JURISTAS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Comisión Colombiana de Juristas (Colombian Committee of Jurists).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by the Comisión Colombiana de Juristas in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background
Comisión Colombiana de Juristas (CCJ) is a nongovernmental organization established on July 13, 1988, with a mission to strengthen and promote local and external human rights protection mechanisms, specifically international human rights and international humanitarian law.  Its programs and activities revolve around democratization and local development, gender equity, economic and social justice, conflict management, racism, and oppression because of ethnicity.

CCJ has worked on human rights initiatives, in partnership with other nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), among them the International Committee of Jurists, the Inter-American Platform of Human Rights, Democracy and Development, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and the International Human Rights Office of Action Colombia (OIDHACO).  It currently has consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

The Committee carries out its activities through contributions from various international institutions, such as the European Union, Diakonia, Bread for the World, the Swedish, Dutch, and Canadian embassies in Colombia, the Norwegian Council, Intermon, Swiss Charity, Catholic Relief Services, the John Merck Fund, and the Ford Foundation.

CCJ submitted its application for registration with the OAS on December 10, 2009.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO 

Name:


Comisión Colombiana de Juristas
Address:

Calle 72, No 12-65, Piso 7, Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:

57-1-7449333

Fax:


57-1-7449333 ext. 248
Website:

www.coljuristas.org
E-Mail:


ccj@coljuristas.org
Director:

Gustavo Gallón Giraldo

Date established:
June 13, 1988

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective of Comisión Colombiana de Juristas is to help improve the human rights situation in Colombia through research and dissemination of information, as well as through the implementation of international human rights instruments.  The following areas in which the CCJ is engaged are related to the activities of the OAS in:
· Influencing the crafting of public policies, decrees, and draft legislation in Colombia in the areas of human rights and international humanitarian law;
· Upholding the rule of law in Colombia, especially in maintaining the separation of powers, the role of constitutional review in the Constitutional Court, and the integrity of mechanisms to protect constitutional rights; and
· Strengthening national and international human rights protection mechanisms, especially those pertaining to victims of discriminations, such as indigenous peoples, trade unionists, people of different ethnicities and religions, as well as girls, boys, and women, among others.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Engaged in promoting the adoption of new draft legislation on human rights protection in Colombia, Comisión Colombiana de Juristas also monitors the implementation of current laws in this area. Its contributions could be of interest to the OAS in the following areas:

· Production and publication of research, reports, newsletters, and books on the human rights situation of displaced women and children, indigenous peoples, trade unionists, people of different sexual orientations, and human rights activists, as well as on the legal framework of negotiations between the government and paramilitary groups;

· Coordination and participation in seminars and conferences on topics related to the recruitment of children, victims of forced displacement, sexual violence, arms control, and defense of the Constitution;
· Providing services and legal advice related to human rights violations, forced displacement of farming communities, indigenous peoples, and Afro descendants;

· Reporting to the Executive Branch and the Judicial Branch in Colombia on human rights promotion and protection, defense of constitutional and democratic rule, and the situation of humanitarian law; and 

· Implementation of a strategy to ensure that the working groups responsible for drafting reports on human rights and international humanitarian law do the necessary follow-up, by urging the Colombian state to honor its obligations in this regard.
5. Identification of OAS work areas

Comisión Colombiana de Juristas is proposing to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promoting the principles enshrined in the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
· Furnishing the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with information on the human rights situation in Colombia;

· Cooperating with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the area of protection of women’s rights and helping to improve conditions for women’s participation in the social dynamics; 
· Making recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), especially on protected rights, the duties of states, and the Convention’s protection and follow-up mechanisms; 

· Contributing to the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) programs to protect children, especially with respect to the recruitment of girls and boys; and 
· Supporting the work of the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the Secretary General, dated December 10, 2009

· Incorporation papers, July 13, 1988

· Statutes
· Certification of Minutes No. 29 of the General Assembly of Comisión Colombiana de Juristas, dated May 17, 2005

· Mission statement
· Annual activities reports, for 2006, 2007, and 2008
· Financial statements, 2007 and 2008

· Certificate of good standing and legal representation, from the Chamber of Commerce of Bogotá, November 25, 2009
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