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SER/DIA/247/10

Washington, D.C., April 7, 2010

His Excellency

Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal

Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS

Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management 

  and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

Washington, D.C.

Dear Ambassador Hoyos:

I am pleased to write you with reference to the February 19, 2010 meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), which discussed the procedure to be followed for civil society organizations (CSOs) when their applications to be on the Register of CSOs in the OAS have been denied by a member state, or when there is no consensus for their approval and subsequent referral to the Permanent Council.

Pursuant to your instructions, I wish to take this opportunity to address the concerns and questions raised by representatives of permanent missions with respect to this topic, during the abovementioned meeting.

With regard to the Registry of Civil Society Organizations in the OAS, I wish to explain that when a CSO applies to be on the Register, the Department of International Affairs reviews and examines the information provided by that organization pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (121/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

Where an application meets the requirements set forth in the above-mentioned resolution, my Department undertakes the relevant analysis and prepares a report that is referred to the CISC for consideration. The Department of International Affairs only refers those organizations that have submitted complete applications that include the articles of incorporation, the statutes, the most recent annual report, the mission statement, and the financial statement for the year prior to submitting the application, which also includes their sources of funding (public and private) and duly signed by the financial officer or public accountant of the organization that is applying.

Where an organization has applied to be on the Register but has not provided sufficient information or the required documents, we send a letter requesting the missing documents, advising as well that the application would be processed when the requirements established in resolution CP/RES. 759 are fulfilled.  To date, this has been the case with 53 civil society organizations that have applied to be registered and had not included the aforementioned supporting documents.

For organizations referred to the CISC but lacking consensus among the member states with regard to their approval and subsequent referral to the Permanent Council, the procedure agreed on by the Committee has been to defer consideration of such applications in order to give permanent missions so requesting more time to study them. However, at other times when no course of action could be agreed on with respect to certain applications, the Chair of the CISC has decided to refer such applications to the Permanent Council for consideration. Where the Permanent Council cannot reach consensus, the applications are returned to the CISC.

When this occurs, it is understood that the application should be considered again by the CISC, in which case my Department, as technical secretariat to the CISC, informs the Chair about pending applications.  It is also important to note that throughout the registration process, the Department of International Affairs updates civil society organizations on the status of their application, indicating whether an application has been approved or pending review by the Permanent Council or the CISC.


Sincerely,

Irene Klinger


Director


Department of International Affairs
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