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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Peace Brigades International.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Peace Brigades International in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a non-profit organization founded on July 6, 1982 in Walla Walla, Washington, United States, with its current international secretariat based in London, United Kingdom.  PBI’s mission is to accompany both political and social processes through a joint strategy of deterring violence and promoting active non-violence.
PBI sends teams of international volunteers to areas of conflict at the request of human rights defenders to provide protective accompaniment to those defenders whose lives and work are in danger due to political violence.  Its work is based on the principles of non-partisanship and non-intervention in the work of the organizations, communities, and individuals that it accompanies, such as lawyers, women’s organizations, relatives of the disappeared, small farmer associations, displaced, afro-descendant, and indigenous communities, and environmental organizations.  PBI also promotes dialogue between state and non-state actors at all levels of authority, especially in times of heightened risk of conflict.
The membership of PBI comprises country groups in Europe, North America, and Oceania; these groups are responsible for the initial training of project volunteers and providing support to the organization’s current projects.  PBI currently works in Nepal and Indonesia as well as in Colombia, Guatemala, and Mexico.
PBI has attended hearings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and has met with representatives of its Unit for Human Rights Defenders and with representatives of the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process (MAPP) in Colombia to share information on the state of human rights in that country.

PBI’s programs and activities have received financing from the governments of Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Norway, Spain, Switzerland and the United Kingdom; foundations and trusts including Christian Aid, Oxfam Solidarity, Overbrook Foundation, Prisoners of Conscience, the Rufford Maurice Lang Foundation, and Simon’s Foundation; PBI country groups; and individual donations, among others.
Peace Brigades International submitted its application to register in the OAS on December 4, 2009.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



Peace Brigades International

Address:


International Office, Development House





56-64 Leonard Street, London EC2A 4LT

United Kingdom

Telephone:


44 (0) 20 7065 0775

E-mail address:


admin@peacebrigades.org; laurafclarke@peacebrigades.org
Website:


www.peacebrigades.org

President:


Steve Molnar

International Coordinator:
Laura F. Clarke

Date of foundation:

July 6, 1982
3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

Peace Brigades International provides unarmed protective accompaniment to local human rights defenders whose lives and work are threatened by political violence and to internally displaced persons in areas of conflict.  PBI works with individuals, organizations, and governments at the local level as well as national governments to ensure the basic conditions necessary for these groups to carry out their activities in defense of human rights.  The work of PBI relates to OAS activities in the following ways:
· Ensure the physical security of human rights defenders through unarmed escort teams so that they can carry out their work without partisanship or interference in the groups’ work;
· Develop partnerships with international and local human rights defense organizations to advocate at all levels of authority – local, national, regional and global – for a renewed commitment to ensure the security of human rights defense organizations and internally displaced persons; 
· Educate local populations in the areas of conflict transformation and peace building; and
· Promote the principle of non-violent and non-partisan peacekeeping interventions with respect for the sovereignty of nations through the course of its normal operations and advocacy.
4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Peace Brigades International works to protect human rights defenders through non-violent conflict intervention to enable these groups and individuals to carry out their work.  The activities of PBI that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Preparing and publishing reports on the human rights situation in various regions based on information gathered by direct observation as well as information provided by local authorities and human rights monitoring groups;

· Organizing workshops and training programs to build local capacity of volunteers to work as human rights defenders to peacefully resolve armed conflicts; and
· Fostering a dialogue between state and non-state actors at all levels of authority and across government, military, and diplomatic sectors.
5. Identification of OAS work areas

Peace Brigades International offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Promote and protect human rights in cooperation with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), especially the Unit for Human Rights Defenders; and provide support to precautionary measures for IACHR’s human rights defenders undertaking in loco visits;

· Submit reports to the Permanent Council regarding the implementation of General Assembly Resolution AG/Res. 2517 (XXXIX-O/09) “Human Rights Defenders: Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas”; 
· Offer assistance to the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DDSME) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP) in the promotion of mechanisms oriented toward the prevention and pacific resolution of conflicts, such as the Mission to Support the Peace Process (MAPP) in Colombia and similar projects in Guatemala and Mexico, with the participation of civil society;

· Provide technical support to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) to accurately assess the nature of threats to human rights as well as the vulnerabilities and capabilities of threatened persons and groups; and offer evaluations of and suggestions to further the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas; and
6. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated December 4, 2009

· Foreign Corporation Certificate, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

· Articles of Incorporation, State of Washington
· By-laws

· Mission Statement

· Annual Report 2007-2008

· Financial Statements 2007 and 2008 (Audited by Critchleys Chartered Accountants, Oxford, UK)
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