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I. INTRODUCTION
This report refers to the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) in the period 2009-2010, during which were addressed the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as the functions assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization. 

II. OFFICERS
On September 21, 2009, the date the Republic of Colombia assumed responsibility for presiding over the Summit of the Americas process, Ambassador Luis A. Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS assumed the chairmanship of the CISC, in accordance with Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.
The Vice Chair of the CISC, Ambassador Glenda Morean-Phillip, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, was elected by acclamation at the meeting of the CISC held on January 22, 2010, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 28 and 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.
The Permanent Council Secretariat served as Secretariat of the CISC and Summits of the Americas Secretariat, and the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations served as the Technical Secretariat of the CISC.
III. MANDATES
The mandates of the CISC in connection with the Summits of the Americas process and civil society participation in OAS activities are contained in Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.
On July 15, 2009, in installing the CISC, the Permanent Council assigned to it consideration of the following resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session:
1. AG/RES. 2496 (XXXIX-O/09), “Follow-up to the Declaration of Recife”

2. AG/RES. 2518 (XXXIX-O/09), “Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas”
3. AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”
4. AG/RES. 2520 (XXXIX-O/09), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”
In turn, resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” supported by the General Assembly [AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03)], and resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” instructed the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities and requested the “Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and, if appropriate, to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities.”

In order to implement these mandates, the Chair presented a Work Plan (document CP/CISC-467/09 rev. 1), which was approved by the CISC at its meeting of November 16, 2009.
IV. ACTIVITIES
In the period covered by this report (2009-2010), the CISC held five regular meetings and one special meeting, at which the following items were addressed:
A. Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas
At the meeting held on January 22, 2010, the Secretary General of the Organization, José Miguel Insulza, officially launched the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA).
Regarding follow-up to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, the following reports wee received:
· Activities of the Summit Secretariat, presented by David Morris, Director, Summits of the Americas Secretariat (November 16, 2009);
· Launch of the Inter-American Social Protection Network, presented by Francisco Pilotti, Director, Department of Social Development and Employment (November 16, 2009);
· VI Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, presented by Lenore García, Director, Office of Education and Culture, Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) (November 16, 2009);
· XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, presentation by Francisco Pilotti, Director, Department of Social Development and Employment (November 16, 2009);
· Second Meeting of Ministers of Public Security in the Americas (MISPA II), presented by Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director, Department of Public Security (January 22, 2010);
· Fifth Ministerial Meeting “Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas,” presented by teleconference by Mr. Bernardo Badani, Director of Follow up to the Summit of the Americas Process, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) (February 19, 2010);
· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), on the implementation of the mandates of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, presented by Dr. Rebecca de los Ríos (March 19, 2010);
· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), on follow-up to the mandates of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, presented by Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM (April 19, 2010); and
· Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, on implementation of the mandates arising from the Fifth Summit of the Americas, presented by Dr. John Wilson, Department of International Law (May 10, 2010)
B. Civil society participation in OAS activities
At the meeting of January 22, 2010, the “Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States” (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1) was presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process.” Said resolution instructed the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, for consideration by the member states. The Draft Strategy, presented by Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, reviews the historical background and analyzes OAS documents on the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities.  It was drawn up taking into account contributions and recommendations from representatives of the member states, civil society organizations, and the OAS General Secretariat on the design and scope of the Strategy.

The purpose of the Strategy is to help strengthen democracy in the Americas; create forums for substantive, timely, and most importantly, well-informed dialogue between government representatives and CSOs; and encourage the latter to cooperate by supporting the efforts of member states within the OAS and within their own countries.

The Strategy has seven components, namely, challenges, scope of registration, participation level, criteria for participation, a proactive approach to providing information, mechanisms for consultation, and means for the Strategy’s dissemination.

During that meeting, the Permanent Missions of Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and the United States emphasized the importance for their governments of civil society participation in OAS activities and said that they hoped the Strategy would be adopted promptly.

The Permanent Missions of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), and Uruguay also underscored the importance their governments attached to participation in the OAS by civil society and other social actors, and asked for additional time to review, study, and specify the concepts and ideas set forth in the Draft Strategy, in order to incorporate the views expressed by all countries to ensure that implementation of the Strategy would be feasible and legitimate.  Moreover, the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela submitted its observations to the CISC in writing (CP/CISC-422/10 add. 2).

In the period covered by this report, the Committee considered 69 requests from civil society organizations for registration with the Organization, 59 of which it approved for referral to the Permanent Council.  It cancelled the registration of four that no longer existed.
In that connection, before the Committee for its consideration is the review of the procedure to be followed for organizations whose request for approval has been refused by a member state or where consensus has not been reached regarding a request for approval and referral to the Permanent Council.
At the request of the delegation of the Argentine Republic, the Committee is also studying the review of the procedure for civil society participation in the activities of the Organization and the General Assembly in order to resolve possible differences between the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)].  The Technical Secretariat is requesting an opinion in this regard from the Department of Legal Affairs.
On May 6, a special meeting of the CISC was held, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09), to receive the recommendations of civil society arising from the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society “Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas,” regarding the theme of the fortieth regular session of the OAS General Assembly.  Taking part in that meeting was Mr. José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General.
C. Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society “Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas”
The Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society “Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas” was held at the headquarters of the Organization on May 5 and 6, 2010.
The forum afforded civil society organizations an opportunity to discuss emerging challenges in the Hemisphere to the extent they related to the main theme of the General Assembly, and enabled them to contribute their ideas and recommendations to the decision-making organs established by the OAS member states.
The aim of the forum was to promote discussion and an exchange of ideas that would lead to recommendations proposed by civil society organizations participating actively in the activities of the Organization.
Taking part in the inaugural session were Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States and Chair of the Permanent Council; the author of this report, in his capacity as Chair of the CISC; and Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, OAS Secretariat for External Relations.
Following the inaugural session, Ambassador Hugo de Zela Martínez, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, introduced the theme of the General Assembly:  “Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas.”
Speaking at the first plenary session, “Multidimensional Security in the Americas,” were Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security; Alexandre Addor-Neto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security; and Geoff Thale, Program Director, Washington Office on Latin America.  The session was moderated by Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs.
Speaking at the second plenary session, “Strengthening Human Rights and Democracy (Crisis and Conflict Prevention, Management, and Resolution),” were Raúl Lago, Advisor to the OAS Secretary for Political Affairs; Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Assistant Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR); and Carlos Ponce, Director, Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia. The session was moderated by Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs.
Speaking at the third plenary session, “Cooperation for Development,” were Ambassador Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI); Alfonso Quiñónez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development (SEDI); and Patricia Abed, Executive Director, Instituto de Derecho y Economía Ambiental.  The session was moderated by Adam Blackwell, Secretary for External Relations.
Held in parallel to the plenary sessions were three thematic workshops.  Discussions in the workshop “Multidimensional Security in the Americas,” moderated by Geoff Thale, Program Director, Washington Office on Latin America, focused on threats to public safety as one of the main challenges to stability and strengthening democracy and development opportunities in the Americas.  Discussions in the workshop on Strengthening Human Rights and Democracy (Crisis and Conflict Prevention, Management, and Resolution) was moderated by Diego Sueiras, President of the Fundación Nueva Generación Argentina (New Generation Foundation, Argentina), focused on what civil society organizations and governments can do to promote citizen needs as they relate to the promotion of human rights, social justice, and democratic values over military spending.  Discussions in the workshop “Cooperation for Development,” moderated by Patricia Abed, Executive Director, Instituto de Derecho y Economía Ambiental, focused on economic, social, and sustainable development, including the challenge of reducing poverty in our societies, as a shared national and regional responsibility of all stakeholders.
The dialogue with civil society on the implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas was moderated by David Morris, Director, Summits of the Americas Secretariat.
D. Draft resolutions
In keeping with earlier practice, the Chair presented to the Committee for its consideration three draft resolutions, listed below, and attached hereto as Appendices I, II and III:
· “Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas,” document CP/CISC-495/10 rev. 1, approved ad referendum of the delegations of Nicaragua and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela at the meeting held on April 19, 2010. (Appendix I)
· “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” document CP/CISC-496/10 rev. 1, approved ad referendum of the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela at the meeting held on April 19, 2010. (Appendix II)
· “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” document CP/CISC-502/10 rev. 3, approved at the meeting held on May 12, ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina and the United States. (Appendix III)
V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Chair expressed his satisfaction that the Organization of American States, through the Summit of the Americas Secretariat and the Summit Implementation Review Group (GRIC), and with the new tool, the “Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA),” would continue to support and follow up on the mandates arising from the Summits.
He also indicated her satisfaction that new ways were being explored to enhance the communications strategy by updating the Summits websites with the launch of an improved version of the Summits Virtual Platform (SVP) and publishing new Summits of the Americas newsletters.
He viewed with satisfaction that pending matters had been raised regarding the relationship of the OAS with civil society organizations, and that discussions would shortly recommence on the “Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS),” and on studies on the review of the procedure to be followed for organizations whose request for approval had been refused by a member state or where consensus had not been reached regarding a request for approval and referral to the Permanent Council, which unquestionably would keep the Committee very busy in 2010-2011.
Lastly, I wish to acknowledge the support received from the Permanent Council Secretariat, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, and the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations.
This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) regarding future actions.
Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS
Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
FOLLOW-UP AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MANDATES OF THE
DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT OF PORT OF SPAIN
OF THE FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
/
(Approved at the meeting of April 19, 2010,
ad referendum of the delegations of Nicaragua and Venezuela)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2190 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2338 (XXXVII-O/07), and AG/RES. 2393 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”;
CONSIDERING:

That the Fifth Summit of the Americas was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, under the theme “Securing our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security, and Environmental Sustainability”;1/

That the Heads of State and Government adopted the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, in which they expressed inter alia their determination to intensify the fight against poverty, hunger, social exclusion, discrimination, and inequality in order to improve the living conditions of the people of the Hemisphere as well as to achieve development and social justice; 

That the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Honorable Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, which was issued on April 19, 2009, informs of the discussions of the Heads of State and Government at the Leaders’ Retreat, held on April 19, 2009;1/
That the Heads of State and Government recognized that the issues of human prosperity, energy security, and environmental sustainability are closely intertwined and that an integrated, coherent policy framework is essential to the achievement of the commitments made to the people of the Hemisphere in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain;1/
That the Summits of the Americas process and the initiatives and mandates adopted at the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, 2005), and the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009) have established political, economic, and social priorities for the Hemisphere that determine the inter-American agenda;1/
That the Organization of American States (OAS) is the foremost political forum for dialogue and cooperation among the countries of the Hemisphere and that the Heads of State and Government have recognized its central role in supporting the implementation of Summit mandates;

That the General Assembly of the OAS has instructed the General Secretariat to consider, at all ministerial meetings, the Summit guidelines and mandates with a view to ensuring that the priorities and resolutions adopted by ministers are consistent with the Summits’ commitments;
That the Heads of State and Government, also called upon the General Secretariat, in accordance with its central role in supporting the implementation of Summit mandates, and in coordination with the Joint Summit Working Group, to provide a comprehensive report to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) annually on the actions taken and progress made at all inter-American ministerial meetings in support of Summit objectives; and
That the Heads of State and Government further called upon the member institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group to develop coordinated programs of action aimed at achieving the goals of the Americas as set out in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain; and1/

RECOGNIZING the importance of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) of the Permanent Council, which is charged with coordinating the activities that the Summits of the Americas assign to the Organization and civil society participation in OAS activities and the Summits process; and
That on January 22, 2010, the Secretary General of the OAS launched the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA), a useful tool at the disposal of the member states and the Organization,
RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.1/
2. To urge member states and to request the General Secretariat to continue to implement, promote, and disseminate the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.1/
3. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to coordinate with other OAS organs and entities and with the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group in following up on the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.1/
4. To bear in mind issues contained in the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Honorable Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, which informs of the discussions of the Heads of State and Government on the reintegration of Cuba into the inter-American system; the global financial crisis, the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, and Haiti.1/ 
/
5. To encourage the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, as well as agencies of the United Nations system and other institutions participating in the Joint Summit Working Group, to assign priority to implementation of the initiatives contained in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and to report regularly to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the progress made in implementing the adopted mandates and commitments.1/
6. To instruct the Summits Secretariat to use and promote through training for member states, where needed, the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) in order to facilitate its use in the reporting on actions taken and progress made pursuant to the mandates of the Summits, and to provide updates to the CISC and the SIRG on the implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain.
7. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE
SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS
(Approved at the meeting held on April 19, 2010,
ad referendum of the delegation of Venezuela)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), the Fourth Summit of the Americas, (Mar del Plata, 2005), and the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009);
BEARING IN MIND the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009;
/
BEARING IN MIND ALSO the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Honorable Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago; 

RECALLING that, through resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a special committee of the Permanent Council on inter-American summits management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas and to coordinate the Organization’s preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the acknowledgment by the Third Summit of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in supporting the Summits of the Americas process and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to that process; as well as the establishment of the Summits Secretariat;
RECALLING that at Summits of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized the important role played by the OAS in the implementation of decisions of the Summits of the Americas and as technical secretariat of the Summits process;
RECOGNIZING the work of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), comprising the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the International Labor Organization (ILO), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);
RECOGNIZING ALSO the increasing emphasis placed by the Heads of State and Government on the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Summits of the Americas mandates; 

TAKING NOTE that the Summits Secretariat, in response to the mandates to serve as the institutional memory of the Summits of the Americas Process, has presented and distributed the publication “Volume V of the Official Documents from the Summits of The Americas Process: From Mar del Plata (2005) to Port of Spain (2009)” as well as the document “From Mar del Plata to Port of Spain: A report on the Summit of the Americas Process between the Fourth and Fifth Summits” (GRIC/O.1/doc.3/10);
RECALLING that at the CISC meeting of January 22, 2010, the Secretary General of the OAS launched the Summits of the Americas Follow up System (SISCA) and encouraged member states to make use of it in their implementation programs; and
RECALLING ALSO that the Government of the Republic of Colombia has agreed to host the Sixth Summit of the Americas in the city of Cartagena in 2012, 

RESOLVES:
1. To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.
2. To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas.
3. To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).
4. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Summits Secretariat, continue to serve as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, continue to support follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, continue to offer support to member states in implementing the mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain and those of future Summits and in following up on the issues identified in the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, and continue to support preparatory efforts and technical coordination for the next Summit of the Americas, scheduled to be held in 2012. 

5. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation. 
6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the CISC and to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, bearing in mind the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, as well as the commitments of prior Summits, the implementation of which are still ongoing.1/ 

7. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group chaired by the Summits Secretariat,  to coordinate and promote the implementation and follow-up, in all agencies, of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.  To request further that it hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings, and provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the next Summit of the Americas, scheduled to be held in 2012 or earlier.
8. To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS.
9. To request the General Secretariat through the Summits Secretariat to provide full support to the Government of the Republic of Colombia in the preparation for the Sixth Summit of the Americas scheduled to be held in the city of Cartagena in 2012.
10. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits Secretariat and the member states, to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates, commitments, and results emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that these actors may contribute to their implementation.
11. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits Secretariat, to continue to explore and implement in the Summits of the Americas Process methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in that process, through the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). 

12. To request the Summits Secretariat to continue the promotion and training in the use of SISCA, with a view to assisting the member states with the follow-up of Summits implementation.
13. To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.
14. To request the General Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council, through the Summits Secretariat, systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund.
15. To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the Summits Secretariat by providing it with the human and financial resources it needs to fulfill its function as Technical Secretariat of the Summits of the Americas Process efficiently and effectively.
16. To instruct the General Secretariat to implement the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.
17. To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS 

(Approved at its meeting held on May 12,
ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina and the United States)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly as it pertains to the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) [(AG/doc.    /10)];
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution [AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09)], “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that 2009 marked the 10th anniversary of the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00), which state that “[i]n order to bear fruit, civil society participation must be oriented by a clear and yet flexible regulatory framework.  Such flexibility is achieved by way of periodic review of participation in OAS activities.  These Guidelines thus represent a further step toward enhancing civil society participation in OAS activities”;
RECALLING that participation by civil society and other social actors in OAS activities should take place in a context of close collaboration between the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in implementation of the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States and resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and, if appropriate, to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas Process encourages full participation by civil society and other social actors and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and that more recently, through resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States,” the ministers of foreign affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the pivotal role the OAS plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;
UNDERSCORING that, in paragraph 94 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government committed “to continue encouraging the participation of our peoples, through the engagement of our citizens, communities and civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programmes, by providing technical and financial assistance, as appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the inter-American system”;
/
RECOGNIZING the efforts being made by the host country of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, to encourage, promote, and facilitate the participation of civil society and of social actors in the preparatory activities for the Sixth Summit of the Americas and at the Summit itself;

CONSIDERING that Articles 6 and 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter state, respectively, that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy” and that “[t]he OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;

NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), for the purpose of supporting participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);

NOTING ALSO:

The contributions and recommendations received from civil society organizations and other social actors during the preparatory phase, the activities immediately preceding the Summit, as well as the contributions that they provide in follow up to the commitments and in the process of implementation of the Fifth Summit of the Americas;

The recommendations of the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society, held in Washington, D.C., on May 5 and 6, 2010, on the theme of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, “Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas,” and the special meeting of the CISC on strengthening dialogue with civil society held on May 6, 2009; and

RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in consolidating democracy in all member states,
RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm the commitment and will of the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for civil society participation in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process.
2. To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”
3. To instruct the Permanent Council and the member states to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of civil society and of all social actors in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities developed by the OAS, [in accordance with the domestic legislation of the member states, - ad referendum USA] and pursuant to their international commitments and obligations in the area of the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental liberties, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.
4. To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” 

5. To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and representatives of civil society organizations.

6. To continue to urge member states to:
a. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and

b. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

7. To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.

8. To recognize the efforts of Peru as host country for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.
9. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy.
10. To instruct the member states to continue analyzing the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1), and request the Permanent Council to consider the final draft in order to promote a coordinated approach that facilitates civil society participation in OAS activities.
11. To request the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.


�.	The United States reserves on this paragraph. The Statement of the Chairman provides the Summit host’s perspective on issues discussed at the Summit, but was not negotiated by member states and is therefore not a consensus document. As such, it should not be cited as an authoritative reference with respect to Summit follow-up.
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