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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN DIRECTORIO LEGISLATIVO TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Directorio Legislativo.

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Fundación Directorio Legislativo in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Fundación Directorio Legislativo is a non-profit organization founded in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on January 2, 2008.  Its purpose is to strengthen the institutional role played by congresses and parliaments and to ensure that they meet social needs.  Fundación Directorio Legislativo conducts research, prepares reports, holds meetings, and informs the public on the work of the Argentine Congress, in addition to promoting transparency and influencing public policy.
Fundación Directorio Legislativo monitors the work of the Argentine legislature on agriculture, electoral reform, finance, gender and minorities, industry, institutions, and natural resources.  The activities and initiatives carried out by Fundación Directorio Legislativo seek to promote civil society participation in issues of public interest; encourage domestic legislative reform; stimulate debate on the role of institutions and reach consensus among different social actors; disseminate best practices in public participation; and help other organizations to participate in and monitor legislative activity.
Fundación Directorio Legislativo is a member of the following civil society networks which foster experience sharing among like-minded organizations in the areas of promotion of transparency, access to information, democratic good governance, development, women’s rights, and civil society participation:  Inter-American Democracy Network; Red Puentes Internacional; Women’s Democracy Network; Global Development Network (GDN); Civil Society Network (CSO NET); Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy; Latin American Evaluation Network; Grupo de Directores Ejecutivos; Regional Network of Journalism for Access to Information; Evidence-Based Policy in Development Network Latin America (EBPDN Latin America); Freedom of Information Advocates Network (FOIAnet).

Fundación Directorio Legislativo also created Red Latinoamericana por la Transparencia Legislativa [Regional Network for Legislative Transparency in Latin America], which is composed of civil society organizations from Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru.  Its purpose is to share information and best practices on promotion of transparency, access to information, and responsibility in national parliaments.  The members of this network include:  Asociación por los Derechos Civiles (ADC), Centro de Implementación de Políticas Públicas para la Equidad y el Crecimiento (CIPPEC), Chile Transparente, Ciudadano Inteligente, Ciudadanos al Día, Congreso Visible, Fundar Centro de Análisis e Investigación, Impacto Legislativo, Instituto de Ciencia Política, Poder Ciudadano, Pro Acceso, Reflexión Democrática, Transparencia Perú, and Transparencia por Colombia.
Fundación Directorio Legislativo has financed its activities and projects with private contributions from Alto Paraná SA, Bolsa de Cereales de Buenos Aires, Bolsa de Comercio de Rosario, Food’s Land, Quickfood, Toyota Argentina S.A., Telefónica de Argentina S.A., and Metrogas S.A.
Fundación Directorio Legislativo submitted its application on March 31, 2010. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Fundación Directorio Legislativo
Address:
Chile 924 3º E


C1098AAR, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:
(54) 11 4342 7134

Fax:
(54) 11 6091 2100 int. 3434

E-mail:


info@directoriolegislativo.org

Website:


www.directoriolegislativo.org

Executive Director:
María Florencia Barón

Coordinator General:
Noel Alonso Murray

Date established: 
January 2, 2008.

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Fundación Directorio Legislativo promotes the exercise of legislative power in defense of public interests, encouraging transparency and responsibility by parliaments in government affairs. Among the activities carried out by Fundación Directorio Legislativo that could be of interest to the OAS are the following:

· Promotion of transparency and access to information on the legislative branch through analysis and publication of monthly reports on the work of the committees of the Argentine Congress; distribution of information on their workings; and publication of information on the personal data and wealth of legislators as well as their contact details;
· Development of proposed internal reforms for legislative bodies based on monitoring and analysis of initiatives that could affect different sectors of society, including the private sector, civil society organizations, and government agencies;

· Promotion of meetings and spaces for discussion of legislative initiatives with the social actors concerned, in order to help them reach consensus and present their recommendations to the legislative body; and

· Bolstering of citizen participation in the decision-making process at the national and regional level, through exchange and recognition of good practices among civil society organizations that work with legislative branches in their respective countries.


4. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Fundación Directorio Legislativo would like to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promote the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in particular as regards activities carried out in the area of democratic culture in the OAS and member states;

· Support the work of the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DMEG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA), in particular its programs designed to strengthen democratic institutions and improve systems for citizen participation in the different branches of government;

· Present reports to the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC); and

· Work with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, March 31, 2010
· Articles of incorporation

· Statute 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report 2009 
· Financial statements 2009 (audited by Adrián Alejandro Griggio, Accountant)
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