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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN INTERDISCIPLINARIA PARA EL DESARROLLO DE LAS COMUNIDADES TO PARTICIPATE
IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Interdisciplinaria para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades (FUNINDECOM).

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Fundación Interdisciplinaria para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades (FUNINDECOM) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Fundación Interdisciplinaria para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades (FUNINDECOM) is a non-profit organization founded in Buenaventura, Colombia on July 4, 1997. Its purpose is to advance the wellbeing and integral development of the Afro-descendant population, indigenous peoples, and groups of displaced persons, in order to promote observance of their rights and cultural identity.  
FUNINDECOM carries out training programs and activities to strengthen socioeconomic development and protect the human rights of the above populations as well as providing them with opportunities for participation and facilitating their organization in order to influence government decision makers and environmental and biodiversity conservation policies and programs..


FUNINDECOM obtains its income from projects carried out with funds provided by the Valle del Cauca Autonomous Regional Corporation (a governmental entity), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), and the UN World Food Programme.

FUNINDECOM submitted its application on February 12, 2010. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Fundación Interdisciplinaria Para el Desarrollo de las Comunidades
Address:
Calle 3 No. 17 a 38, Barrio El Jorge, Buenaventura, Departamento del Valle del Cauca, Colombia

Telephone:



24-13646 / 316-6997352
E-mail:


funindecom@yahoo.es
Executive Director:


José Gabriel Quiñones Quiñones
Date established: 


July 4, 1997

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

FUNINDECOM promotes the well-being and protection of the rights of at-risk populations, with particular attention to the Afro-descendant population, indigenous peoples, and displaced persons, through the design and implementation of training and assistance programs aimed to further their development. Among the activities carried out by FUNINDECOM that could be of interest to the OAS are the following:
· Promotion of protection for human, cultural, economic, and social rights of at-risk populations, through the preparation of studies and report, as well as implementation of training programs on protection of those rights;
· Implementation of citizen participation training and awareness-raising programs, as well as organizational strengthening for vulnerable populations, in order to enable them to have a say in the design of environmental protection policy; and

· Contributions to the integral development of vulnerable populations through implementation of social intervention and humanitarian assistance projects, in addition to coordinated action with different civil society organizations interested in advancing the rights of at-risk groups.

4. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

FUNINDECOM would like to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Support the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in advancing and protecting human rights, with particular attention to vulnerable populations, and contribute to the work of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

· Offer recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP);

· Offer recommendations to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on implementation of the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development and participate in Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development;
· Support the work of the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in promoting environmental sustainability and biodiversity protection;

· Support the work of the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DMEG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in promoting the adoption of mechanisms and instruments to enable citizen participation in decision making;

· Support the efforts of the Permanent Council of the OAS with regard to follow-up on resolution AG/RES. 2578 (XL-O/10) “Internally Displaced Persons;” and

· Submit recommendations to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) and work with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities. 

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, February 12, 2010 

· Articles of incorporation
· Statute 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report 2009 
· Financial statements 2009 (audited by Heladio Moreno, Accountant)

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24959E06�








