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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN JUVENIL SAN BUENAVENTURA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura.

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura is a non-profit organization founded in Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca, Colombia, on July 13, 2003. Its purpose is to advance the human rights of indigenous, Afro-Colombian, raizal and palenquera youth through awareness raising and protection of cultural and ethnic values, protection of the environment and biodiversity, human and social development, and citizen participation in the management of resources at the local, regional, and national levels.

Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura works with different like-minded organizations to stage training workshops and information campaigns on sexual and reproductive health and human rights, as well as to influence public policy in Colombia. Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura is listed in the Single Register of Black, Afro-Colombian, Raizal and Palenquera Community Councils and Organizations at the Ministry of the Interior and Justice.

Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura has financed its activities with income received from its training programs and contributions from the Diocese of Buenaventura and Juanchaco Black Community Council.

Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura CEAMSO submitted its application on January 5, 2010. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura

Address:
Calle 4 No. 10-56, 1er Piso, Barrio Centenario 


Buenaventura Distrito Especial, Portuario Industrial,


Biodiverso y Ecoturístico, Departamento de Valle del Cauca


Colombia

Telephone:


(57) 2434028 / (57) 3183565771 / (57) 3188952429

E-mail:

fj_sanbuenaventura@hotmail.com 

President:



Harold Andrés Valencia Pino

Director of External 

  and International Relations:

Emy Yhoanna Gutiérrez Posso

Date established: 


July 13, 2003

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura seeks to further social development and observance of human rights for Afro-descendant and indigenous youth in Valle de Cauca Department, Colombia. The primary areas of activity of the organization that could tie in with OAS activities include:

· Advancement of human rights and elimination of discrimination against Afro-descendant and indigenous youth through presentation of reports, studies, and recommendations on the rights of these groups, gender equity, and the environment to authorities at the local, regional, and national level;
· Strengthening of youth participation and their influence on public policy design through their participation in national fora and meetings, in order to provide a space for them to analyze, discuss, and contribute to proposed legislation that affects them;
· Implementation of poverty and child-malnutrition alleviation programs, such as provision of breakfasts or snacks at educational facilities in Zone No. 3, Buenaventura, in cooperation with the Municipality of Buenaventura and the Diocese of Buenaventura; and

· Advancement of social and human development for youth and the Afro-Colombian community through training workshops in the areas of leadership, project planning, institutional strengthening, sexual and reproductive health, dispute settlement, human rights, and preservation of cultural, artistic, and ethnic heritage, among others.

4. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Fundación Juvenil San Buenaventura would like to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Raise awareness and contribute to the work of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on the situation of the rights of children and Afro-descendants in Colombia;

· Offer recommendations and contributions to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance;

· Work with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) in implementing projects that ensure the advancement and exercise of the rights of the child;

· Offer recommendations to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on biodiversity and environmental stewardship through its participation in Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development;

· Support the programs of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DDHEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), in particular those connected with early childhood development, preservation and protection of cultural heritage, and the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices; and

· Work with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities. 

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, January 5, 2010 

· Articles of incorporation
· Statute 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report 2009 
· Financial statements 2008 and 2009 (audited by Augusto Alberto Arroyo P., CPA) 
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