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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN VERDAD VENEZUELA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Verdad Venezuela.
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Verdad Venezuela in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
Fundación Verdad Venezuela is a non-profit organization founded in Caracas, Venezuela, on December 11, 2003.  Its goal is to help strengthen democracy and the rule of law by promoting citizen participation, political decentralization, academic freedom and university autonomy, defense of the justice system and of the autonomy of the judiciary, training in the defense of human rights and promotion of the environment and of reforestation.
In 2009, Fundación Verdad Venezuela gave seven lectures called “In Defense of Decentralization” and promoted federalism in Venezuela in the local press of 15 Venezuela cities. It also counseled on the Law Partially Amending the Organic Law on Decentralization, Delimitation and Transfer of Spheres of Competence in Public Administration and provided legal assistance in connection with the Organic Law on Education.
As part of its work in defense of the justice system and of the autonomy of the judiciary, Fundación Verdad Venezuela organized three seminars in 2009 on the Justice System Law and the Law on Administrative Law Jurisdiction.  Currently it is running programs to monitor decisions of the Constitutional Division and the Political-Administrative Division. It provides legal advice to help organize neighborhood bar associations.

In its human rights activities, Fundación Verdad Venezuela has developed a defense of human rights training course, which includes a series of lectures and modules targeting political leaders of the student movement at the Central University of Venezuela and in the following cities: Barquisimeto, Carúpano, Maracaibo, Puerto Ordaz, San Felipe, Trujillo, and Valencia. Together with the Latin American Institute for Social Research (ILDIS) and the Theology Institute for Members of Religious Orders (ITER), it designed a new leadership program aimed at youths of between 17 and 25 years of age, with a view to imparting a comprehensive grasp of economic, political, and social theory, providing tools for intervening in community conflict resolution, and promoting the defense of human rights.


In the environmental field, Fundación Verdad Venezuela is implementing an environmental pilot program and reforestation plan in metropolitan Caracas through a strategic partnership with the Ponce & Benzo company.


Fundación Verdad Venezuela finances its activities with voluntary contributions from its executives.

Fundación Verdad Venezuela submitted its application on May 3, 2010. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:


Fundación Verdad Venezuela
Address:
Avenida Sucre, Los Dos Caminos, Centro Parque Boyacá, Piso 11, Oficina 11-1. Caracas, Estado de Miranda, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Telephone:

(58) 414-2413414 / 416-7063983
Fax:
(58) 212-9613120
E-mail address
:tulioa@hotmail.com; tulioalvarez17@gmail.com 
Website:

http://www.verdadvenezuela.org.ve/ 
Chair:


Tulio Alberto Álvarez
Date established: 
December 11, 2003
3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Fundación Verdad Venezuela promotes the defense of democracy and citizen participation by strengthening the rule of law. Activities of Fundación Verdad Venezuela that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· National training courses in leadership and democratic institutions targeting young people in order to foster the generation, education, and training of leaders and citizen participation;
· Organization of training seminars for civil society on the justice system and on strengthening the separation of powers, along with legal counseling; 
· Promoting protection of human rights and community conflict resolution through national training programs on human rights education and defense; and

· Design and execution of environmental programs promoting environmental awareness and reforestation.

4. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Fundación Verdad Venezuela would like to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Supporting the Permanent Council and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in their efforts to promote the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Cooperating with the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices;

· Assisting the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DSMGG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs with promoting the adoption of instruments and means of participation by citizens in decision-making and with supporting member states’ efforts to strengthen and modernize their democratic institutions; 
· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to promote and protect  human rights;

· Contributing to the work of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) in its efforts to promote integral and sustainable development of telecommunications and information and communication technologies in the Americas;

· Cooperating with the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) in promoting the progressive development and codification of international law in the region and in possible standardization of legislation, where appropriate; and

· Submitting recommendations to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) and supporting the Department of International Affairs (DAI) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in promoting civil society participation in OAS activities. 
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated May 3, 2010 
· Articles of Incorporation
· Statute 
· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report, 2009 
· Financial Statements for 2009
· Certified Public Accountant’s Report (signed by Credente Crincolo, CPA No. 11.312)
· Document itemizing expenditure in the 2009 budget (signed by Tulio Alberto Álvarez, President and Coordinator-General)

· Sworn statement on sources of financing (signed by Tulio Alberto Álvarez, President and Coordinator-General).
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