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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY RED LATINOAMERICANA DE ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES DE PERSONAS CON DISCAPACIDAD Y SUS FAMILIAS IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus Familias (RIADIS).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus Familias (RIADIS) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1.
Background
Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus Familias (RIADIS) is a network of non-governmental organizations that was established after a meeting of disability rights organizations on October 17, 2002 in Caracas, Venezuela, and registered in Sao Paulo, Brazil on September 10, 2008.  RIADIS’ mission is to promote and defend human rights and eliminate any form of discrimination against persons with disabilities in Latin America and the Caribbean through regional collaboration and effective public policy. 
RIADIS is a network of 44 civil society organizations in 19 OAS Member States working to disseminate, train, build capacity, and advocate for the promotion of equality and improved living conditions for persons with disabilities and their families. In recent years, the organization has contributed recommendations and supported the follow-up efforts to the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, and the OAS Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities.
RIADIS has financed its activities with contributions from the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID), Inter-American Institute on Disability and Inclusive Development (IIDDI), Inter-American Foundation (IAF), and Handicap International/Belgium.
RIADIS presented its application to be registered with the OAS on May 19, 2010.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:



Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales 




de Personas con Discapacidad y sus Familias (RIADIS)
Address:


Rua Auro Soares de Moura Andrade, n.۫ 664, Bairro Barra 


Funda, Cidade de São Paulo, Estado de São Paulo – Brazil, 


CEP 01156-001.

E-mail address:



regina_atalla@terra.com.br
Website: 



www.riadis.net
Executive Director:

Regina Maria Melo Atalla
Date of Foundation:

September 10, 2008
3.
Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
RIADIS works to advocate for the effective design and implementation of national and regional policy that promotes the rights and living conditions of persons with disabilities. The main areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Building capacity of human rights organizations through the establishment of partnerships, advocacy campaigns, and seminars related to the key challenges to the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities;
· Increasing access to information and dialogue on issues related to disability rights through communications tools, such as its website, email lists, newsletters, and brochures; and
· Influencing regional policy and offer recommendations related to disability-linked poverty and discrimination and to promote the integral development of persons with disabilities in Latin America and the Caribbean by participating in the meetings of regional and international organizations such as the United Nations, OAS, Central American Integration System (SICA), and Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR).
4.
OAS Work Areas to which the CSO can provide support
RIADIS offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:  

· Provide reports and recommendations to the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities on the advancements and implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) on the national and regional level;

· Collaborate with the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) by offering information regarding the implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities; 

· Support the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by participating in sessions, projects, and activities in order to support its efforts to disseminate information and increase knowledge regarding issues related to the Inter-American Human Rights system; and
· Cooperate with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to strengthen civil society participation in OAS activities. 

5.
Documentation submitted to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General of the OAS, May 19, 2010
· Constitution 

· Statutes 
· Declaration of Institutional mission statement

· Annual report for 2007-2009
· Financial statement for the year 2007-2009
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