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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FORO PERMANENTE PARA LA EDUCACIÓN LA CIENCIA Y LA CULTURA POR LA PAZ TO PARTICIPATE 
IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz.
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz (FOPAZ) is a non-profit organization established on January 24, 1997, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Its mission is to promote democratic institutions, respect for democratic values, and social inclusion through dialogue and public debate.

FOPAZ carries out informational activities, such as roundtables and conferences that advance the importance of democratic values and a culture of peace, as well as activities of an educational nature, including children's play workshops and job placement workshops.

In partnership with Fundación Americana para la Educación it implemented the “Cuide su Voto” (Vote Carefully) campaign to highlight the importance of democratic practices. It has organized the “Diálogo Interreligioso” (Inter-religion Dialogue) with the Alianza Cristiana de Iglesias Evangélicas (Christian Alliance of Evangelical Churches), which was attended by representatives of the Centro Islámico (Islamic Center) and the Confraternidad Judeo Cristiana (Judeo-Christian Brotherhood).

FOPAZ has also organized conferences attended by Argentine government officials, such as the “Jugar por la Paz” (Play for Peace) project, the seminar “El Diálogo y la Calidad Institucional” (Dialogue and Institutional Quality), and the conference “El Diálogo y la Política” (Dialogue and policy).  It is a member of the Consejo de Paz (Peace Council) of Argentina, Foro del Consejo de Paz (Peace Council Forum), and Diálogo Ciudadano (Citizen Dialogue), all of which are non-profit organizations that work to strengthen a culture of peace.

FOPAZ has carried out its projects with contributions received from the Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Security, Secretariat for Culture of the Office of the President, Department for Strengthening Civil Society of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Rights of the Government of the City of Buenos Aires, and ROTECH S.A., as well as with dues from its members and funds raised at its events.

FOPAZ submitted its application to the OAS on Saturday, June 26, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz (FOPAZ)

Address:
Uruguay 1222 PB”2”, C1016ACF

Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:
+54 11 4813 8043
E-mail address:
info@fopaz.org
Website:


www.fopaz.org

President:
Olga Salvador de Bermúdez

Date established: 
Friday, January 24, 1997

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz (FOPAZ) organizes conferences and cultural activities to promote diversity, social inclusion, and democratic values in society. Primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include the following: 

· Promotion of a democratic culture and civil society participation in public policy design through initiatives, seminars, and conferences that target civil society and government officials; and

· Promotion of a culture of non-violence among children through campaigns against warlike games and toys, education, and workshops where children and their parents can take part in recreational activities.

4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Foro Permanente para la Educación, la Ciencia y la Cultura por la Paz (FOPAZ) proposes to work with the OAS in following areas:
· Promoting awareness of the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Cooperating with the Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in their endeavors to promote democratic values;

· Supporting the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) in its mission to promote and build a culture of exercise and observance of children's rights and wellbeing in the Hemisphere;
· Sharing experience and best practices with the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in advancing and implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices; and

· Working with the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to promote civil society participation in OAS activities.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated Saturday, June 26, 2010 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual Activities Report, 2008 and 2009 

· Financial statements, 2008 and 2009 (audited by María Isabel Rocha, Public Accountant)
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