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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT – ASOCIACIÓN PARA LA DIVULGACIÓN, PROMOCIÓN Y DEFENSA DE LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS E INDÍGENAS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT – Asociación para la Divulgación, Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos e Indígenas (Association for the Dissemination, Promotion, and Defense of Human and Indigenous Rights).
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT – Asociación para la Divulgación, Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos e Indígenas in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT – Asociación para la Divulgación, Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos e Indígenas is a nongovernmental organization founded on August 13, 2002 in Manaure, La Guajira, Colombia, with a mission to promote, strengthen, and defend the human rights and fundamental rights of indigenous peoples in Colombia and worldwide.

AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT consists of 450 professionals, technicians, traditional authorities, local leaders, and youth in the territories and settlements of the Wayúu de la Guajira region of Colombia.  Between 2008 and 2010, a total of 41 training sessions and three workshops were conducted for Wayúu leaders, women, and children, as well as officials and teachers in the municipality of Manaure, covering the human rights of indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations.  The organization also ran humanitarian and social outreach programs that benefited 475 indigenous people in vulnerable situations, including child workers, indigent children and those with disability, and seniors.

AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT conducts project management training programs and between 2007 and 2010 helped 48 mothers and 90 children working in salt mines to seek other employment options. The group also established the Uribia House of Justice and the Wayúu People's Law School, to provide the Wayúu better access to justice through traditional legal channels and the formal justice system; create a forum for inter-cultural understanding; and increase state-provided legal and psychosocial services for indigenous communities.

AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT finances its activities through voluntary contributions from traditional indigenous leaders and authorities and from contributions from the Municipality of Uribia, The Uribia Municipal Secretariat for Indigenous Affairs, the Ministry of Communications of Colombia, United States Department of State, United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Netherlands Centre for Indigenous Peoples (NCIV), Florida International University, Channel Foundation, HIV/AIDS Foundation, and Partners for Democratic Change.

AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT submitted its application to the OAS on January 13, 2009.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:
AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT – Asociación para la Divulgación, Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Humanos e Indígenas

Address:
Calle 2 con Carrera 1

Entable de Las Salinas

Manaure, La Guajira

Colombia

Telephone:

+ (57) (5) 7178547 / 7178066

Fax:


+ (57) (5) 7178010

E-Mail:
munmanaurecol@yahoo.es; akuaipawaimakat@yahoo.es

Legal representative:
Oscar William Valbuena Vega
Date established: 
August 13, 2002

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS
AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT runs specific activities and projects with indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations in La Guajira, Colombia, in order to defend and promote their human and fundamental rights.  Its areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promotion of the human rights of indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations through training, documentation, and awareness programs for young people, women, local leaders, and the public at large, on the situation of indigenous peoples in Colombia and worldwide and on international human rights protection systems (UN, OAS); 

· Impact on the design of public policies related to indigenous settlements, justice, and reparations for victims of paramilitary groups and indigenous peoples' rights, through advisory services to municipal governments, preparation of working papers on the application of domestic laws, and participation in international meetings of United Nations and the Organization of American States;

· Holding forums, training sessions, and training programs on project management and humanitarian assistance, for indigenous organizations; and

· Implementation of projects on finding alternative employment and on productivity as well as promoting awareness of indigenous heritage and traditional practices.

4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

AKUAIPA WAIMAKAT would like to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Making recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP);

· Making recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, of the OAS Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP);

· Providing information on the situation of indigenous peoples in Colombia to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; 

· Collaborating with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) on issues related to strengthening the participation of women, children, and youth in the social, cultural, political, and economic development of indigenous peoples in the region; and

· Cooperating with the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in implementing their programs to preserve and protect cultural heritage in the region.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated January 13, 2009

· Constitution

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual reports for 2007 and 2008-2010

· Financial statements for 2008-2009 (Signed by Rafael, Amaya Mengual, C.P.)
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