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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY THE LIFE PROJECT, INC. IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) The Life Project, Inc.
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by The Life Project, Inc. in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 

1. Background

The Life Project, Inc. is a non-governmental, non-political, non-religious organization established on January 10, 1985 in Orlando, Florida, United States of America.  The Life Project, Inc. works under the auspices of the Holy American Orthodox Church, Inc., and has as its mission to provide charitable and social development services to the elderly and Hispanic communities in the United States, and provide assistance to low- and moderate-income individuals and families with healthcare and health education.
The Life Project, Inc. also maintains a partnership with Lutheran Refugee Services, a non-profit organization committed to social development, and provides immigration and refugee assistance in accordance with government regulations.


The Life Project, Inc. offers its services to minority and vulnerable communities, providing information and referral services, nutritional information and assistance, translation and interpretation, and peer-to-peer training. The Life Project, Inc. organizes courses and workshops designed to build community and individual capacity, such as: Community Leadership and Communication Skills, Building Coalitions and Conflict Resolution, Community Mobilization, Community Events as Mobilization Strategy, Assessing the Community’s Readiness, and Community Mapping. The Life Project, Inc. distributed 22,326 meals between 2008 and 2009, and provides approximately 11,000 breakfast and lunch meals per year to low-income individuals and families in the United States.

As part of its advocacy work, representatives of The Life Project, Inc. have participated in several meetings of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the United Nations (UN) and other national and international conferences on topics related to the health of elderly persons, human rights, senior and family education, and women’s issues, among others. 

The Life Project, Inc. signed a Memorandum of Understanding in May 2007 with the Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) that expired in 2009, to cooperate in the prevention of HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infections (STI); provide information on nutrition and healthy living; carry out activities with seniors to promote health and equitable access to prevention and care services; provide information on services available to immigrants and refugees; and cooperate in initiatives related to the interaction between seniors and youth aimed at improving family health. 

The Life Project, Inc. carries out its work with the support of volunteers and finances its activities through grants from the United States Department of Labor and private donations. 

The Life Project, Inc. submitted its application to register in the OAS on August 15, 2010.

2. Name, address and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



The Life Project, Inc. 
Address:


35 West Pine St. Suite 217




Orlando, Florida 32801





USA
Telephone:


(321) 662-1807 
Website:                                      www.thelifeproject.mysite.com       



E-mail:


             thelifeproject2004@juno.com
Executive Director:

Miguel Lopez-Castro
Date of foundation:

January 10, 1985
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The Life Project, Inc. provides culturally-sensitive charitable services to promote the independence and health education of low- and moderate-income minorities.  The primary areas of activity and contributions of The Life Project, Inc. that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting social development through peer-to-peer training seminars that support community mobilization and conflict mediation, non-formal adult education, disaster preparation, physical and mental health, and nutrition, among others; and
· Defending the rights of elderly people, children and migrants through advocacy initiatives with local, state and international governmental bodies, information and referral services, and translation and interpretation services.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

The Life Project, Inc. offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Provide information and share best practices with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council regarding human rights and older persons in the Americas, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10).

· Offer recommendations to the Special Committee on Migration Issues of the Permanent Council and the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on issues related to the rights of migrants and their families;

· Contribute recommendations to strengthen social development and alleviate poverty and discrimination to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and to the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI); and
· Support the work of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), especially its training and development programs that aim to improve the standards of living for individuals, families and communities in the region.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated August 15, 2010

· Articles of Incorporation

· Bylaws 

· Mission statement

· Annual Report: 2008-2009
· Financial Statement 2009 (Signed by Shawn T. Smith – Deputy Director/CFO)
· Memorandum of Understanding between the Life Project Inc. and the Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization 
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