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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN AMBIENTE Y RECURSOS NATURALES (FARN) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN - Environment and Natural Resources Foundation).
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN) is a nongovernmental organization established on April 3, 1987, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Its goal is to promote a model of sustainable development and environmental stewardship through politics, law, and institutional organization of society.

FARN's six areas of activity are:  1) environmental policy; 2) citizen participation; 3) global climate change; 4) conservation; 5) the Riachuelo project; and 6) training. In each of those areas it organizes training workshops, volunteer programs, and discussion groups. It also issues publications on matters to do with sustainable development, environmental law, environment-friendly productive practices, climate change, the quest for clean energy, corporate social responsibility, and access to public information.

FARN has conducted training workshops, regional conferences, and international forums with Fundación Cambio Democrático, Fundación Vida Silvestre, Wetlands International and Fundación ECOA in order to promote the importance of water resources, solid waste management, the protection of water basins and harmonious maintenance of ecosystems in the Atlantic woodlands.

FARN forms part of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), Argentina's Social Sector Forum, the Network of Economic and Social Information Networks (UNIRED) and the Regional Alliance for Conservation Policies in Latin America and the Caribbean (ARCA).
From 2006 to 2008, FARN took part in the "Regional Sustainability Impact Assessment of the Soy Productive Chain" project conducted by the Department of Sustainable Development of the OAS and financed by the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI). It also took part in the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic.

FARN has received financial support for its projects from the Argentine National Secretariat for Environment and Sustainable Development, the European Union, the embassies of Ireland, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom accredited in Argentina, FEMCIDI, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Center for Research on Multinational Corporations, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the Nature Conservancy (TNC), Oxfam Novik Bolivia, Fundación AVINA and Fundación Cambio Democrático.

The OAS received FARN's registration application on November 1, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN)

Address:
Tucumán 255, 6 piso. Depto. A - (1049) 

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:


+54 11 4312 0788

Fax:



+54 11 4312 2422
E-mail:
info@farn.org.ar 
Website:
www.farn.org.ar
President:


María Eugenia Di Paola

Date established:

April 3, 1987

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FARN organizes face-to-face and distance training workshops, forums, and conferences, and issues publications on environmental law, environmental policies, and environment-friendly production processes, trade, and sustainable development. Primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS:

· Preparation of research, organization of workshops, participation in national and regional conferences on sound management of water resources, solid waste, biofuels, climate change, electricity generation, and greenhouse gas emissions. 

· Citizen input into the formulation of environment-related public policies through training and volunteer programs, legal counseling on environmental law issues, investigation into and monitoring of the social and environmental impact of public projects; and

· Promotion of the rules and regulations of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) regarding the corporate social responsibility of multinational corporations.

4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN) would like to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Recommendations to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on implementation of sustainable environmental policies and environmental conservation;

· Support for the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), by facilitating the exchange of information and experiences in the following areas:  environmental policy, renewable energy, water resource management, trade and sustainable development;

· Cooperation with the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism (DEDTT) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in its programs to foster knowledge and the principles of corporate social responsibility in the member states and in small and medium-sized enterprises; and

· Participation in OAS meetings on sustainable development, especially the Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, in accordance with the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision-Making on the Environment and Sustainable Development in the Americas (ISP).

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated November 1, 2010 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2008-2009 

· Financial statements for 2008-2009 (audited by Curt Brandstadter, Certified Public Accountant)
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