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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN PARA LA LIBERTAD DE PRENSA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa [Foundation for Freedom of the Press, FLIP].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP) is a nonprofit organization established on March 11, 1996 in Bogotá, Colombia, with a mission to promote freedom of expression and protect the right of access to information, in Colombia and Latin America.

The objective of FLIP is to defend the human rights of journalists by promoting their self-protection and providing legal advice and psychological support to journalists who have faced situations of violence.  FLIP created the Network of Alert and Protection for Journalists (RAP) to monitor and report any violation suffered by any journalist.  It has 30 correspondents around Colombia.  It is a member of the Colombian Interior and Justice Ministry's Program for the Protection of Journalists, and presents case studies and documents on threats and attacks on journalists for review by the Committee on Regulations and Risk Assessment.
FLIP is part of the network Regional Alliance for Freedom of Expression and Information and co-founded the More Information More Rights Platform along with other associations. This program promotes access to information as a fundamental right, strengthens the free practice of journalism, and prevents censorship.  It has also joined with various organizations, such as International Freedom of Expression Exchange Network (IFEX), Instituto Prensa y Sociedad (IPYS), and Reporters Without Borders, among others, to protect the personal safety of journalists.


FLIP funds its activities through membership contributions.  Some of its programs have been financed with resources from the OAS for the project "Inter-American System: International Standards for Freedom of Expression and Access to Information," National Endowment for Democracy (NED), United States Agency for International Development (USAID), International Freedom of Expression Exchange Network (IFEX), Association for Civil Rights (ADC), Open Society Justice Initiative, the embassies of Norway and the UK in Colombia, and Reporters without Borders (Sweden).

FLIP submitted its application to the OAS on October 10, 2010.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:

[Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP)]

Address:


Calle 40 No. 22 (21A) - 17 Oficina 302





Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:


(571) 4009677 – 4009678

Fax:



(571) 7526774

E-mail address:



info@flip.org.co

Website:


www.flip.org.co
Executive Director:

Andrés Morales Arciniegas

Date established: 

March 11, 1996

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FLIP is engaged in protecting journalists, defending the free exercise of the press, preventing self-censorship, and training for journalists.  Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

· Strengthening freedom of expression and promoting the right of access to public information through training workshops for journalists, public officials, and civil society members, and doing research and publications;
· Promoting and protecting the human rights of journalists through the dissemination of reports, press releases, and alerts produced by Network for Alert and Protection of Journalists (RAP);
· Provision of legal advisory services to journalists whose rights have been violated; and
· Submitting semiannual and annual reports on the state of press freedom in Colombia.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

FLIP is proposing to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Providing the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression with reports on the status of human rights and freedom of expression in Colombia;
· Sharing with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights information on freedom of expression and journalism in the Hemisphere; and

· Providing the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), through the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA), with recommendations and reports on legislation on freedom of expression.


5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated October 10, 2010
· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes
· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2009 

· Financial statements for 2008 and 2009 (audited by María Isabel Escobar, Accountant and reviewed by Carlos A. Hernandez G., Auditor)

· CD "Report on the Status of Freedom of the Press in Colombia 2009"
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