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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY Centro de Estudios de Derecho, Justicia y Sociedad (DeJusticia) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Centro de Estudios de Derecho, Justicia y Sociedad (DeJusticia) (Center for the Study of Law, Justice, and Society).

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Centro de Estudios de Derecho, Justicia y Sociedad (DeJusticia) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background
Centro de Estudios de Derecho, Justicia y Sociedad (DeJusticia) is a not-for-profit governmental organization established in Bogotá, Colombia, on November 21, 2003. Its mission is to work toward a nonexclusive society and the consolidation of democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human rights in Colombia and Latin America, through research and training on law and justice.

DeJusticia pursues activities in five areas: economic, social, and cultural rights; the judicial system; transitional justice; consolidation of the rule of law, and a democratic legal culture.

DeJusticia seeks to enhance the quality of policy research, increase awareness among policy-makers and the public at large of the democratic institutional system, justice, and nondiscrimination against vulnerable groups such as the LGBT population, persons of African descent, indigenous peoples, women, victims of the Colombian conflict, and persons living in poverty, through courses, workshops, discussions, and the publication of research.

DeJusticia has taken part in national and international seminars on the rule of law and its consolidation. It participated in the Board of Directors of the Litigation Group and served on the editorial board of the periodical bulletin of the International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR-NET), a collaborative initiative of groups and individuals working in pursuit of social and economic justice through the defense of human rights.

DeJusticia has received financial support for its publications and other projects from the Embassy of the United Kingdom and the Embassy of the Netherlands to Colombia, the European Union, the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Catalan Agency for Development Cooperation, the Norwegian Refugee Council, the John Merck Fund, the Open Society Institute, the National Endowment for Democracy, the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, the International Center for Transitional Justice, the International Commission of Jurists, the Colombian Commission of Jurists, and the Ford Foundation.

DeJusticia submitted its application to the OAS on December 17, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:




Centro de Estudios de Derecho, Justicia y Sociedad 





(DeJusticia)

Address:



Carrera 24, No. 34-61, Bogotá, Colombia 

Fax:




+57 1 232 7858 / 285 3078 / 608 3605

E-mail address:



info@dejusticia.org  

Website:                 


www.dejusticia.org  
Director:



Rodrigo Uprimny

Date established: 


November 21, 2003

3. Primary areas of activity and CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
DeJusticia holds training sessions and discussions, publishes materials, and participates in national and international seminars in the areas of the rule of law, human rights, gender equality, and transitional justice. The primary areas of activity that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Holding training sessions, courses, and workshops for civil servants, civil society organizations, the media, and universities, on the use of legal tools as a means of promoting a culture of law, transitional justice, conflict resolution, the rule of law, and the democratic institutional system;

· Promoting economic, social, and cultural rights through the submission of petitions to the Colombian courts, the publication of opinion articles, and the implementation of dissemination programs with other civil society networks and organizations; and

· Exerting influence on the design of public policy related to the rights of displaced persons and victims of the Colombian conflict, as well as to nondiscrimination for reasons of gender, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, or social class, through research, publications, and participation in public debate.

4. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives


DeJusticia pledges to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Dissemination of the values and principles contained in the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Presentation of information to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on the human rights situation in the countries of the region;
· Participation in, and submission of recommendations to, the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) on the development and promotion of legal mechanisms in the Hemisphere;

· Submission of reports and studies to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) on the status of the judicial system in Colombia;

· Submission of recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP);

· Presentation of inputs to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas; and

· Provision of technical assistance to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in promoting the civil and political rights of women.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS 
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated December 17, 2010 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statute 

· Institutional mission statement

· Activity reports for 2005 and 2009 

· Financial statements for 2005, 2008 y 2009 (audited by Myriam Stella Romero, Accountant)
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