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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY Asociación por los Derechos Civiles TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Asociación por los Derechos Civiles (Association for Civil Rights).

The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document contains a summary and a list of supporting documentation presented by Asociación por los Derechos Civiles in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background
Asociación por los Derechos Civiles is a nongovernmental organization established in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on June 15, 1995. Its mission is to raise awareness of human rights, promote democratic values, and strengthen public institutions in Argentina through outreach, research, and training programs.

Asociación por los Derechos Civiles in involved in five subject areas (1) justice and public interest litigation; (2) freedom of expression; (3) education and nondiscrimination: (4) legislative monitoring; and (5) access to public information. In the area of justice, it has conducted research on the conditions of persons deprived of liberty and of their rights, draft laws and reform of the judicial system, and access to the courts for minors and witnesses to crimes. It has published and distributes the “Manual sobre el Sistema Interamericano de Protección de los Derechos Humanos para Periodistas” [Manual on the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights of Journalists] and examines the effectiveness of judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. In addition, it participated in the hearings of the 141st session of the Commission on the reproductive rights of women in Latin America and the Caribbean, and in earlier hearings on official advertising and indirect censorship in Latin America.

As concerns freedom of expression, Asociación por los Derechos Civiles monitors and disseminates laws, news, and legal standards related to indirect censorship and the diversity of the media in Argentina. Likewise, it has conducted campaigns to guarantee press access to trials for crimes against humanity and has participated in international workshops and forums on freedom of expression in the Americas. With regard to education, Asociación por los Derechos Civiles has conducted research on access to education and conditions in schools. On the basis of that research, it has filed amicus curiae briefs and has met with government officials at the municipal, provincial, and national levels to ensure that the right to education is guaranteed without any discrimination for reasons of disability, nationality, ethnic origin, religion, or status as a child residing with a mother in prison. 

In the area of legislative monitoring, Asociación por los Derechos Civiles publishes information on its Web page on the operations of the national and provincial legislative branches of government and promotes roll-call voting in parliamentary bodies in order to increase the transparency of decisions taken by legislators as well as their accountability. It has also mobilized groups of civil society organizations in Tucumán, Jujuy, Chubut, Córdoba, Santa Fe, and Buenos Aires, with a view to following up on legislative work on priority issues at the local level. 

With regard to access to information, Asociación por los Derechos Civiles promotes programs to make journalists aware of this right, through publication of a manual on regulations in force in Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, and Venezuela, and through workshops and clinics on the subject for university students. In addition, it has submitted requests for public information to government entities in connection with lawsuits against discrimination for reasons of sexual orientation and gender identity, and in connection with the Argentine president’s salary, the budget for infrastructure works to provide persons with disabilities access to the Buenos Aires schools, and data on sexual and reproductive health, among other matters. Asociación por los Derechos Civiles is a member of the Regional Alliance for Freedom of Expression and Information, an organization that has presented its programs to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council.

Asociación por los Derechos Civiles is funded through contributions from the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Global Opportunities Fund – United Kingdom Office, the Ford Foundation, the John Merck Fund, the National Endowment for Democracy, the Open Society Institute, the Open Society Justice Initiative, the Tinker Foundation, and the Trust for the Americas.


Asociación por los Derechos Civiles submitted its application to the OAS in November 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name: 


Asociación por los Derechos Civiles 
Address:

Av. Córdoba 795, Piso 8 

Buenos Aires (C1054AAG)

Argentina 

Telephone/Fax:

+54 (11) 5236 0555

E-mail address:


adc@adc.org.ar

Website:

www.adc.org.ar

Executive Director:
Álvaro Herrero

Date established:
June 15, 1995

3. Primary areas of activity and CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS 
Asociación por los Derechos Civiles seeks to strengthen a culture based on law and respect for fundamental rights by promoting democratic values in the Americas. The primary areas of activity and CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS consist of:

· Promotion and protection of human rights, in particular freedom of expression and the rights of women and of persons deprived of liberty, through analysis of national and regional legislation on these subjects, follow-up of its implementation, and outreach programs to increase the public’s awareness of these rights;

· Influence on judicial reforms and strengthening of access to the courts, through the presentation of reports and recommendations to the legislative and judicial branches on draft laws related to the selection of the Human Rights Ombudsman and federal judges, as well as the Contentious Administrative Code and the Tax Code of Buenos Aires, among other matters; 

· Promotion of the educational system through research on the conditions of school infrastructure and influence on public policy, in order to ensure equal access to education by boys, girls, and adolescents, without discriminations;

· Information campaigns on the right to public information, the filing of requests for information with government agencies, monitoring of the legislative branch’s activities, and compilation and publication of national and regional standards in this regard that tend to consolidate democracy and transparency in management; and

· Promotion of nondiscrimination for reasons of race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, disability, or age, through analysis of the implementation of regulations and laws affecting said groups.

4. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives
Asociación por los Derechos Civiles pledges to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promoting the principles of the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Publicizing the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and submitting reports on the human rights situation and trends in the region to the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women, the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty, and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child;

· Providing information and filing amicus curiae briefs with the inter-American Court of Human Rights on cases within its jurisdiction; 

· Collaborating with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in the pursuit of its initiatives to promote gender equity in public policies as follow-up to implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”;

· Making recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), in cooperation with the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);

· Making recommendations to the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education and to the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in connection with the implementation of agreements concluded at those meetings to improve the quality of and access to education, in cooperation with the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI);

· Making recommendations and submitting reports to the Permanent Council regarding implementation of the mandates under resolution AG/RES. 2600 (XL-O/10), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”;

· Making recommendations to the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and to the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) concerning the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information;

· Making recommendations to the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) and the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), in cooperation with the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA); and

· Collaborating with the Department for Effective Public Management of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP), specifically with its programs on transparency and good governance, in order to make governmental administration in the various states more transparent and honest.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, November 2010 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statute

· Institutional Mission Statement

· 2009 Activity Report

· Financial statements from April 1, 2009, to March 31, 2010 (audited by Alejandro Antonio Gelormini, Certified Public Accountant)
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