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VIII CIVIL SOCIETY HEMISPHERIC FORUM IN PREPARATION FOR THE 
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“CITIZEN SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS”
On April 25-26, 2011, civil society representatives from the hemisphere met at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. to develop recommendations in preparation for the XLI regular session of the General Assembly.

The Forum was held in accordance with Resolution CP/Res. 840 “Strategies for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities” and the mandates of the Summits of Heads of State and Government of the Americas that urge the Member States and the OAS to promote and facilitate the participation of civil society in hemispheric affairs.  The Forum received support from the governments of the United States and Canada, which made possible the participation of civil society representatives from the region. The event was also transmitted by Webcast to the Americas.
The Forum met its purpose to serve as a stimulus to the discussion and exchange of ideas between civil society organizations (CSOs) that actively participate in the inter-American agenda, representatives of OAS Member States and the General Secretariat, that formulated specific recommendations for the consideration of the Member States, so as to contribute to the work the OAS carries out in preparation for the XLI General Assembly.

The discussion included panels where the topics were introduced and that saw the participation of several Ambassadors of OAS Member States, high-level representatives of the General Secretariat and representatives of civil society.  After the panels, an interesting and fruitful dialogue took place, which was followed by working groups on each of the topics.  Special attention was given to the central theme of the General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas,” and the elements formulated to date in the Proposal of the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador.

The recommendations arose during the two days of deliberations particularly as a result of the working groups:
1) Citizen Security, Democracy and Human Rights in the Americas
2) Development and its Impact on Citizen Security

3) 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Opportunities and Challenges

The civil society representatives also considered ways to collaborate with Member States in strengthening democracy and how to promote and disseminate the content and scope of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the occasion of its tenth anniversary.  Moreover, there was an exchange on the preparatory activities of the VI Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Americas, for which the National Coordinator of the VI Summit of the Government of Colombia and Chair of the Summits Implementation Review Group (SIRG) led the session.
The list of participants and agenda of the VIII Civil Society Hemispheric Forum are included as annexes 1 and 2 of this document.
The recommendations of the representatives of the civil society organizations in each topic are the following:

WORKSHOP 1: CITIZEN SECURITY, DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS
1. Gender

· Create and strengthen security and violence observatories for the development of public policies, so that they can be more participatory with synergies between academia and civil society organizations.

· Incorporate a differentiated focus to gender violence in justice systems.
2. Children and Adolescents
· We consider that all trafficking of humans is illegal, for which we recommend removing the word “illicit” in the Declaration when referring to trafficking in general.
3. Militarization of Citizen Security

· We urge governments to avoid the militarization of citizen security as a permanent means and instead commit to make the necessary budgetary allocations to have a modern service-oriented police department to effectively fight crime and violence.  The members of the military and state police forces should always be held accountable to civilian courts.
· We urge States to strengthen or create civil bodies or authorities responsible for citizen security.
· Establish programs that promote accountability and transparency in security forces in the hemisphere.

4. Proliferation of Private Security Forces
· Encourage States to provide security as a public good and a human right and not proliferate the private security agencies, and where they do exist, they should be supervised and regulated by the responsible authority.

5. Respect the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission and the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights without delay and without excuses
· Our governments should respect the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission and the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and comply with cautionary measures and sentences
6. LGBTTTI Rights and Visibility
· Member States should commit to create and adopt policies to combat discrimination, hate crimes and all forms of discrimination and intolerance against LGBTTTI people, indigenous people, Roma people, women, youth, children, migrants, refugees, stateless persons, religious minorities, persons with disability, and persons living with HIV/AIDS.
· Ensure greater participation of LGBTTTI people, persons with disabilities, Afro-descendants, indigenous peoples, women, among others in the forums and the Assemblies, to support the protection of human rights, including those of people living with HIV/AIDS.
7. Racial Discrimination

· Member States should commit to fighting racism, discrimination and intolerance and should include as a cross-cutting theme of the discussions the different sectors that have traditionally been discriminated and excluded in the Americas and who are affected by violence by both state and non-state actors; we refer to Afro-descendant communities, indigenous peoples, Roma people, women, youth, children, persons with different sexual preferences or gender identity, migrants, refugees, stateless persons, religious minorities, people with disabilities and people living with HIV/AIDS.
· Member States should accelerate the approval process of the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, currently in discussions in the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

· Member States should make the commitment to politically and financially support the work of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
8. Differentiated focus on disability

· All policies, declarations, resolutions and other documents and actions should make reference to the special focus on persons with disability from a human rights and socioeconomic development perspective.
9. Protection of human rights activists and defenders, and threats to their integrity
· Member States are urged to offer protection and facilitate the work of activists, human rights defenders and representatives of organizations that defend human rights, and whistleblowers.

10. Lack of Effective Human Trafficking Legislation and Classification of Crime (sexual exploitation and crimes against children and adolescents with emphasis on cybercrimes) 

· Identify best practices in the prevention and implementation of trafficking and exploitation, especially of women, children and adolescents.
11. Disseminating Knowledge on Human Rights
· Urge governments to promote more effective methods for disseminating human rights (visual, audio and interactive) and the use of information and communication technologies for their knowledge and exercise.
· Promote as a crime prevention measure, public awareness campaigns with a focus on the rights of children starting in early education to increase awareness and create a culture of defense of such violations.
12. Training of Security Forces
· Request Member States to continue strengthening the implementation of training programs and projects for security forces, including human rights training, in coordination with the OAS.
13. Greater Control over the Sale, Use and Distribution of Firearms

· Improvements in legislation on disarmament, sales, use and distribution of firearms.
14. Transparency and Citizen Participation
· Request Member States to assign the financial, technical and methodological resources for civil society participation in citizen security and human rights matters, in particular in strengthening the existing fund for this purpose.
15. Alternative Mechanisms for Coexistence
· Recognize the best practices of communities as well as alternative forms developed to address the problems associated with democracy and, in particular, the way communities respond to security and citizen needs, taking into account the different cultures in each country.
16. Recommendations to modify the Proposal of the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security of the Americas (CP/doc.4548/11)
· In the Plan of Action of San Salvador, there is no mention of civil society participation. A commitment to civil society participation in security issues should be added to point 12.
17. Recommendations to modify the Draft Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas (AG/CP/GTDSS-6/11 rev. 1):

Proposed New Paragraphs:

Introductory section

· Reiterating the concern of the Member States over the serious violations of human rights and security of citizens involved with trafficking of persons, as expressed in resolution AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) “Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere.”
Declare:

· The need to disseminate at different levels of government (national, regional and local) the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, approved by Member States and to incorporate its recommendations into government operating plans.
Commit:
· To incorporate in the Draft Plan of Action of San Salvador the recommendations of resolution AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) “Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western.
Specific recommendations:

And commit their political will to the following:

Article 1:
That, in the framework of the ministerial process on public security (MISPA) and of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), consideration be given to the preparation of a Plan of Action that addresses Assistance and Rehabilitation and Protection of Victims and Witness of all Forms of Crime, Violence, and Drug Dependence as a core strategy and includes the five pillars adopted in the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas: public security management; prevention of crime, violence and insecurity; police management; citizen and community participation, and international cooperation;
Article 2.j:
Improvement of the integrity of the security forces and other public officials, in the fight against corruption, as well as strengthening transparency of governmental institutions, facilitating citizen participation and oversight of public administration;

WORKSHOP 2: INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT AND ITS IMPACT ON CITIZEN SECURITY
· Importance that education is incorporated as a primary value in our societies. 

· Reduction of the digital divide for the benefit of education.
· Adjust educational programs to the different cultural and economic realities of students in order to promote integral development: Education with identity, and respect for cosmovision, intercultural bilingual education, that allows for the strengthening of identities.

· Consider education and economics as equitable factors in public policymaking.
· Develop programs that foment a citizen culture of democratic coexistence, especially in the promotion of civic and ethical values in formal and informal spaces where youth and children interact.
· Implement policies to protect minors against exploitation and recruitment by criminal gangs. 
· Create public prevention policies to address the causes of insecurity.
· Recommended that Member States, through the competent bodies in this field, encourage programs that ensure a minimal level of inclusion in social security and access to quality healthcare
· Strengthen solidarity economy as a mechanism for the development of people.
· Promote greater civil society participation in the discussion and decision-making of public policies of citizen security.

· Promote greater coordination between local, regional and national agencies through local development strategies and policies that involve the actions of the State, private sector, citizens and their organizations.
· Foster a comprehensive policy to combat crime, both in prevention and control. In prevention, education is vital beginning in the early years of schooling.
· Promote public access to information related to crime and delinquency.

· Incorporate the required measures into public policies to prevent and combat trafficking and drug use. 

· Member States should commit to building economic independence and equality to ensure a high level of autonomy and freedom of our peoples based on respect for private property, compliance with the law, and the formation of a integral education to fight citizen insecurity in a structural manner, promoting the respect for the rule of law.
· Promote the work of civil society in conjunction with the States and international organizations in topics related to education.

· Recognize the nature of Afro-descendant people as citizens in their respective countries and generate affirmative action programs and the implementation of public policies that contribute to their human development.
· Member States of the OAS should recognize the right of Afro-descendants to land and territory and facilitate the technical and financial resources for the demarcation and titling of their territories.
· Promote accountability in the management of information by the social media. 
· Promote in-depth research on the membership and operation of criminal gangs.
· Develop programs with the participation of children and adolescents in dealing with insecurity issues.

· Implement protection mechanisms of victims of crimes.

· Encourage governments to respect and enforce the rights of their citizens to life, liberty, private property and the right to a quality education, free from interference, respecting individual freedom under the rule of law.
WORKSHOP 3: 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
· Nowadays, the concept of security is viewed from a broad and comprehensive perspective, and to achieve advances in this area, it is fundamental that States have democratic, inclusive and participatory dialogue systems to generate public policies.
· Policies and measures for citizen security must be coherent with the democratic system and principles.
· From this perspective, in order to advance in themes related to citizen security, the Inter-American Democratic Charter offers a framework to ensure that public policies and measures that are taken to advance in this challenge are wholly respectful of democracy and human rights.
· The 10th Anniversary of the Democratic Charter is an opportunity to disseminate it and renew the commitment made by the Member States to it.  The States should take advantage of the communications opportunity that the 10th anniversary grants, generating milestones and elements that favor its dissemination.
In this context, we propose:
1. That the Declaration of San Salvador should include the commitment of the governments to the dissemination and implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in a context that guarantees strategies of promotion and defense of public security, in accordance with the democratic system and human rights.
2. Invoking the same Charter and its articles 6 and 26, strategies and public policies should be implemented and built in favor of citizen security, incorporating active and systematic processes of participation.

3. Carry out working tables to address challenges to relations between governments, civil society and political parties, since if they indeed have different characteristics and goals, an clearly defined and collaborative work between them is necessary to be able to implement and advance policies of the State, as is – or should be – citizen security.
4. Clearly state in the Declaration of San Salvador that the Inter-American Democratic Charter is a tool for the exercise of civil, political, social and cultural rights of citizens of the Americas. This implies that if governments are the ones that sign and adopt the commitments related to the Charter, it is necessary for all social and political actors to be aware of it and disseminate it.
5. Today, it is difficult for youth to have knowledge of the Charter, and they do not identify with it.  A systematic project on the Democratic Charter in education is fundamental for it to be known and valued.  It is necessary to include in the plans and programs at the school and university level.

6. Urge governments to enact and adopt the interpretive protocols necessary for the proper implementation and application of the provisions contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

7. Due to widespread lack of knowledge of citizens of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, it is suggested to develop a clear, simple and applied guide for the implementation and dissemination of the Charter to all citizens and civil society organizations so that they can, in turn, utilize it to address different causes and issues.

8. Generate a specific fund for civil society that allows for financing initiatives aimed at disseminating the Charter in a decentralized manner at the local level, among social, grass-roots organizations, such as workshops working with appropriate materials and language for different audiences.
9. Member States, through their Ministries of Foreign Affairs and in partnership with civil society organizations, should implement national communications strategies that focus on specific, public objectives, valuing and disseminating the Inter-American Democratic Charter in all its dimensions.

10. States should commit to training government employees on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, especially those who have direct contact with the citizenry (such as municipal government employees), in such a way that they apply it in their specific functions and support its dissemination.

11. Invoke, cite and utilize the Democratic Charter not only in moments of extreme crisis, but also in all of the areas that it addresses and in the daily affairs of nations.  Remember that it is a “guide map” that should be consulted.
12. Effective monitors should be established from within the OAS about what governments do and do not do in compliance with the commitments implied by the signing of the Charter.  Disseminate and communicate the results in an open and transparent manner.  Furthermore, disseminate and share best practices and strategies to overcome difficulties in their implementation.
13. Creation of a special rapporteurship for issues of democracy and/or ombudsman that, independently from governments, promotes the Charter and generates spaces for dialogue between relevant actors. 
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ANNEX 1

VIII FORO HEMISFÉRICO DE LA SOCIEDAD CIVIL 

VIII CIVIL SOCIETY HEMISPHERIC FORUM

Washington, D.C. – 25 y 26 de abril de 2011 / Washington, D.C. – April 25-26, 2011
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

REPRESENTANTES DE LA SOCIEDAD CIVIL / CIVIL SOCIETY REPRESENTATIVES

ARGENTINA 

Asociación Conciencia

Susana Arranz de Finger

Foro de Mujeres del Mercosur

Elisa Noemi Schuster

Organización de Entidades Mutuales de las Américas (ODEMA)

Cristian Panelli

Gastón Ricciardi

Red de Seguridad y Defensa de América Latina (RESDAL)

Gonzalo Serra

BOLIVIA 

Centro para la  Participación y el Desarrollo Humano Sostenible (CEPAD)

Sebastian Molina

Red Participación y Justicia

Silvestre Vidaurre

BRASIL / BRAZIL

Articulao de Organizacoes de Mulheres Negras Brasileira

Leticia Lemos Da Silva

Instituto Internacional para el Desarrollo de la Ciudadanía (IIDAC)

Gilson Scharnik

CHILE

Corporación Participa

María Inés De Ferari

Desarrollo Solidario Internacional (DSI)

Juan López Baldomá

Programa de Economía del Trabajo (PET)

Carmen Espinoza Miranda

COLOMBIA 

Asociación Colombiana para el Desarollo de Personas con Discapacidad (ASCOPAR)

Beatriz Satizabal

Corporación Acción Ciudadana Colombia (AC-Colombia)

Luis Fernando Velásquez Leal

Fundación Gamma Idear

Jorge E.
Ardila Acevedo

Transparencia por Colombia

Elisabeth Ungar

COSTA RICA

Fundación Ambio

Roxana Salazar

Fundación para la Paz y la Democracia (FUNPADEM)

Luis Diego Segura Ramírez

ECUADOR 

Centro Ecuatoriano de Derecho Ambiental (CEDA)

Daniel Barragán

Fundación Esquel

Boris Cornejo

EL SALVADOR 

CARE El Salvador 

Karen Michelle Mejía Burgos

Fundación Nacional para el Desarrollo (FUNDE)

Raúl Torres

Fundación Salvadoreña para el Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADES)

Javier Castro De León

ESTADOS UNIDOS / UNITED STATES

Alianza Mesas Redondas Panamericanas

Vanny Marrero

Centro por la Justicia y el Derecho Internacional (CEJIL)

Ariela Peralta

Council for a Community of Democracies (CCD)

Matt Levy

Due Process Law Foundation (DPLF)

Mirte Postema

Freedom House

Victoria Amato

Viviana Giacaman

Global Rights Partners for Justice

Carlos Quesada

International Centre for Missing & Exploited Children (ICMEC)

Guillermo Galarza

Phelps Stokes

Hernando Viveros Cabezas

Rotary International

Richard
Carson

Scalabrini International Migration Network 

Leonir Chiarello

Sociedad Solidaridad

Luis P. De Jesús

The Carter Center

Marcelo Varela – Erasheva

The Esquel Group

Ramon E Daubon

Transparency International - USA

Alexandra Andrei

GUATEMALA 

Acción Ciudadana

Oscar F. Vasquez Bocanegra

HONDURAS 

Asociación Para Una Vida Mejor de Personas Infectadas/Afectadas Por el VIH-Sida en Honduras (APUVIMEH)

Sandra A. Zambrano Munguia

Foro Permanente de Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil (FPOSC)

Lorena Herrera

Miguel Enamorado

JAMAICA 

Jamaicans For Justice

Keslyn Gilbert-Stoney

MÉXICO / MEXICO

Asistencia Legal por Los Derechos Humanos A.C. (ASILEGAL)

José L. Gutiérrez

Coalición Regional contra el Tráfico de Mujeres y Niñas en América Latina y el Caribe, A.C. (CATW-LAC)

Teresa 
Ulloa Ziáurriz

NICARAGUA

Organización Negra Centroamericana (ONECA)

Sidney Francis
Grupo Cívico Ética y Transparencia (EyT)

Roberto Courtney

PANAMÁ / PANAMA

Fundación Libertad y Desarrollo Social (FLYDES)

Giuseppe Albano

Fundación para el Desarrollo de la Libertad Ciudadana

Carlos Gasnell

PARAGUAY

Centro de Estudios Ambientales y Sociales (CEAMSO)

Alicia Jove Dávalos

PERÚ / PERU

Capital Humano y Social Alternativo (CHS Alternativo)

Ricardo
Valdés

Centro de Desarrollo de la Mujer Negra Peruana (CEDEMUNEP)

Carmen C. Ramírez Rivas

Comisión Andina de Juristas (CAJ)

Gabriela Camacho

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA / DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Colectiva Mujer y Salud

July A. Betances Matos

Fundación Federalista

Rommel Santos Díaz

Movimiento Sociocultural para los Trabajadores Haitianos (MOSCHTA)

Joseph Cherubin

TRINIDAD Y TOBAGO / TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

International Education and Resource Network Trinidad and Tobago (iEARN TnT)

Gia V. Gaspard Taylor

URUGUAY
CAINFO Uruguay

Roberto Gossi

VENEZUELA 

Consorcio Desarrollo y Justicia

Carlos Ponce

Espacio Civil

Aixa Armas

Instituto Venezolano de Estudios Sociales y Políticos (INVESP)

Francine Jácome

Gente de Soluciones

Ruben H Perez

ESTADOS MIEMBROS / MEMBER STATES

ARGENTINA

María Cecilia Villagrán

Primera Secretaria, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de Argentina ante la OEA

Pablo Tangelson

Asesor

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto de la República Argentina

Aldana Ferreyra

Asesora

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto de la República Argentina

BAHAMAS

Ambassador Cornelius Smith

Permanent Representative 

Permanent Mission of the Bahamas to the OAS

BOLIVIA

Aylin Luisa Oropeza Bleichner

Representante Interina
Misión Permanente de Bolivia ante la OEA

Sandra Estela Dominguez Martilotti

Segunda Secretaria, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de Bolivia ante la OEA

Luis Rojas Martínez

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Bolivia

CANADA

Douglas Janoff

Second Secretary and Alternate Representative

Permanent Mission of Canada to the OAS

Karine Pleau

Foreign Service Officer

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Canada

CHILE

Marcelo Andrés Rojas

Representante Alterno 

Misión Permanente de Chile ante la OEA

COLOMBIA

Embajador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal

Representante Permanente

Misión Permanente de Colombia ante la OEA

Embajador Jaime Girón

Coordinador de la VI Cumbre de las Américas y Presidente del Grupo de Revisión de la Implementación de Cumbres (GRIC)

COSTA RICA

Embajador José Enrique Castillo

Representante Permanente

Misión Permanente de Costa Rica ante la OEA

EL SALVADOR

Embajador Luis Menéndez

Representante Permanente

Misión Permanente de El Salvador ante la OEA

Wendy Jeannette Acevedo

Consejera, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de El Salvador ante la OEA

HAITÍ / HAITI

Youri Emmanuel

Counselor, Alternate Representative

Permanent Mission of Haití to the OAS

MÉXICO / MEXICO

Miguel Díaz Reynoso

Director General de la Oficina para la Vinculación con Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil
Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores de México 

NICARAGUA

Iván Lara Palacios
Consejero, Representante Alterno

Misión Permanente de Nicaragua ante la OEA

PANAMÁ / PANAMA

Embajador Guillermo Cochez

Representante Permanente

Misión Permanente de Panamá ante la OEA

Menitza Xiomara Mandiche Piza 

Segunda Secretaria, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de Panamá ante la OEA

Sophia Castillero

Consejera, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de Panamá ante la OEA

URUGUAY

Embajadora María del Lujan Flores

Representante Permanente 

Misión Permanente de Uruguay ante la OEA

VENEZUELA

Carmen Luisa Velásquez de Visbal 

Ministra Consejera, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de Venezuela ante la OEA
Maria Eugenia de los Rios Ojeda

Primera Secretaria, Representante Alterna

Misión Permanente de Venezuela ante la OEA
Liza Torres Alvarado

Segunda Secretaria, Representante Alterna
Misión Permanente de Venezuela ante la OEA
PAÍSES OBSERVADORES PERMANENTES / PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES

ESPAÑA

Ana Aldave

Misión Observadora Permanente de España ante la OEA

Catalina Perazzo

Misión Observadora Permanente de España ante la OEA

Fernando Fernández

Misión Observadora Permanente de España ante la OEA

SECRETARÍA GENERAL DE LA OEA / OAS GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Irene Klinger

Directora

Departamento de Asuntos Internacionales

Alfonso Quiñónez

Secretario de Relaciones Externas

Victor Rico

Secretario de Asuntos Políticos

Mauricio Cortés Costa

Secretario Ejecutivo para el Desarrollo Integral

Santiago Cantón

Secretario Ejecutivo

Comisión Interamericana de Derechos Humanos

Adam Blackwell

Secretario de Seguridad Multidimensional

Jorge Sanín

Jefe, Relaciones con Observadores Permanentes y Sociedad Civil

Departamento de Asuntos Internacionales

Eric Ambrose

Consultor

Departamento de Asuntos Internacionales

Nicolás Sforzini

Consultor

Departamento de Asuntos Internacionales
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AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES
_________________________________________________________________________________

VIII CIVIL SOCIETY HEMISPHERIC FORUM AND SPECIAL SESSION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC)

Washington, DC - April 25-26, 2011

PROGRAM

During the Forty-first Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly that will take place in San Salvador, El Salvador on June 5-7, 2011, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas will discuss and adopt the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas, and approve resolutions related to the pillars of the OAS: strengthening democracy, integral development, multidimensional security, promoting and protecting human rights, and international law.  In preparation for the General Assembly, the OAS Department of International Affairs, entity responsible for coordinating relations between the OAS and civil society, will hold the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum.

This Forum will take place on April 25-26, 2011 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. and will offer civil society organizations (CSOs) the opportunity to dialogue with representatives of the OAS Member States and General Secretariat about the main theme of the General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas,” the priority issues of the inter-American agenda and the Inter-American Democratic Charter (IADC) on the occasion of its tenth anniversary, and contribute their ideas and recommendations to the decision-making bodies constituted by the OAS Member States.

The recommendations resulting from the Hemispheric Forum will be presented by the CSO representatives to the Special Session with Civil Society of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on April 26, 2011, and will contribute to the Member States’ discussions about the resolutions to be adopted in relation to the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador and the inter-American agenda.

This document presents the objectives and expected results; methodology and format of the sessions, as well as draft agendas of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and the Special Session with Civil Society of the CISC.


The objective of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum is to stimulate discussion, exchange of ideas and propose recommendations to OAS Member States by CSOs that participate in the Organization’s activities, as they relate to the theme of the XLI General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”, the IADC and other topics that form the hemispheric cooperation agenda.

During the Special Session of the CISC with civil society that will take place on the afternoon of the second day of the event, CSOs will present their recommendations and dialogue with the Member States in order to contribute to the work the OAS carries out in preparation for the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly.

The expected results include:

1. Recommendations generated by CSOs in relation to the theme of the XLI OAS General Assembly.  These recommendations will be presented to the OAS Member States and General Secretariat.

2. Experiences shared about the projects and programs carried out by CSOs in support of the policies developed by OAS Member States concerning the theme of the General Assembly and the inter-American agenda.

3. Spaces created for dialogue and the exchange of ideas on the IADC, its opportunities and challenges.

4. Recommendations presented to strengthen the participation of civil society in OAS activities and in the VI Summit of the Americas.


The Hemispheric Forum will commence on Monday, April 25, 2011 at OAS Headquarters, will have duration of one day and a half, and will consist of:

1. Inaugural session;

2. Introduction to the theme of the Forty-first Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”;

3. Three plenary sessions;

4. Three parallel workshops aimed at achieving the expected results; and

5. Dialogue on the Summits of the Americas process.

Each plenary session will be composed of three panelists representing the Member States, networks of civil society organizations and the OAS General Secretariat that will discuss the work of the OAS political bodies and the efforts carried out in support of the implementation of the theme of the General Assembly and other priority topics in the region. Each panelist will make a brief presentation based on the theme and the conceptual guide of the session. Following the three presentations, there will be time allocated for questions and comments to the panelists.  After the plenary sessions, the participants will have the opportunity to dialogue, exchange experiences and formulate their recommendations in the thematic workshops.

The workshops will focus on the theme of the General Assembly and on the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the occasion of its 10th Anniversary and will be moderated by a civil society representative.  Similarly, one or various civil society rapporteurs will be assigned at the beginning of each session that will be responsible for taking notes of the discussions, compiling and organizing the various comments and recommendations and producing the document final for each session.  The results of each workshop will be consolidated into a final document that will be presented during the Special Session with Civil Society of the CISC.  The final report will be distributed among OAS Member States, the General Secretariat and CSOs.

Later, the CSO representatives will participate in a dialogue on the Summits of the Americas process, where they will be able to present a proposal for the theme of the VI Summit of the Americas that will be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia on April 14-15, 2012.

The special session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society representatives to dialogue with the Permanent and Alternate Representatives of the Member States and present the recommendations developed during the Hemispheric Forum.  The representatives selected by their peers will present the summary of the discussions and recommendations of each thematic workshop.  Upon receiving the civil society recommendations, the floor will be offered to the Member States for their interventions.

The plenary sessions and workshops of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum will be in English and Spanish.  The special session of the CISC will be in the official languages of the OAS (Spanish, French, Portuguese and English).


In order to enrich the discussion in each of the Forum’s thematic areas, participants are recommended to familiarize themselves with the following documents:

· Proposal of the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security of the Americas
· Inter-American Democratic Charter
· Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security – Adopted during the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas on November 4-5, 2009 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

· Commitment to Public Security in the Americas – Adopted during the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas on October 7-8, 2008 in Mexico City, Mexico

· Declaration on Security in the Americas – Adopted during the Special Conference on Security on October 27-28, 2003 in Mexico City, Mexico

· Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights – Published by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on December 31, 2009


Monday, April 25, 2011
Ruben Dario Room, OAS General Secretariat Building (GSB), 1889 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, USA (corner of 19th and F Streets)

8:30 – 9:00am

Registration

9:00 – 9:10am

Inaugural Session

· Amb. Jose Enrique Castillo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
· Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, OAS
9:10 – 9:30am
Presentation of the Forum

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

9:30 – 9:45am
Introduction to the theme of the Forty-first Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”

· Amb.Luis Menendez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador to the OAS 

· Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, OAS

9:45 – 11:15am
First Plenary Session: Citizen Security, Democracy and Human Rights in the Americas

· Victor Rico, Secretary for Political Affairs, OAS

· Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· Gonzalo Serra, Secretary, Red de Seguridad y Defensa de América Latina (RESDAL)

10:15 – 11:15am - Discussion

11:15 – 11:30am
Coffee break

11:30am – 1:00pm
Second Plenary Session: Development and its Impact on Citizen Security

· Amb. Cornelius Smith, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas to the OAS

· Mauricio Cortes Costa, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS

· Roxana Salazar, Director, Fundación Ambio



12:00 – 1:00pm – Discussion

1:00 – 2:30pm

Lunch - Terrace Level Lobby - OAS General Secretariat Building 

2:30 – 4:00pm
Third Plenary Session: 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Opportunities and Challenges

· Amb. Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS and First Vice Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations, OAS

· Elizabeth Ungar, Executive Director, Transparencia por Colombia

3:00 – 4:00pm – Discussion
4:00 – 4:15pm

Coffee break

4:15 – 6:00pm

Simultaneous Thematic Workshops 

· Workshop 1: Citizen Security, Democracy and Human Rights in the Americas – Gabriela Mistral Room

Moderator: Gonzalo Serra, Secretary, Red de Seguridad y Defensa de  América Latina (RESDAL)

This workshop will be focused on the threats to citizen security as one of the main challenges to the stability and strengthening of democracy and development opportunities in the Americas, including the need to concentrate collective action on non-military risks, such as terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering, transnational crime, arms trafficking, gangs, trafficking of persons and organized crime.  It will also address ways to strengthen comprehensive citizen security public policies over the long term with full respect for human rights, in addition to the design of strategies that include the prevention of violence and crime, rehabilitation and reintegration, and law enforcement.

The participants will examine how CSOs can broadly work in collaboration with governments to foster and support democratic governance, reduce threats to citizen security in the Americas and create management instruments that allow for the evaluation and greater effectiveness of security policies.  This workshop will also consider methods that promote citizen and community participation in the execution of public security plans and programs, incentives and the exchange of experiences with civil society that contribute to strengthening public security.

· Workshop 2: Integral Development and its Impact on Citizen Security – Padilha Vidal Room A

      Moderator: Roxana Salazar, Director, Fundación Ambio
This workshop will look at the link between security and the need to advance equitable development through the promotion of policies and programs that foster reductions in poverty, job creation, the quality and equality of education and human development, understanding the importance of improving economic and social conditions of the citizens and its consequent impact on strengthening public security.

The participants will consider elements to promote measures, strategies and cooperation policies that foment integral development of the States of the Americas, placing greater emphasis on prevention and control of the factors that lead to violence and insecurity.

· Workshop 3: 10th Anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Opportunities and Challenges – Padilha Vidal Room A
      Moderator: Elizabeth Ungar, Executive Director, Transparencia por 
      Colombia

This Workshop will reflect on the opportunities and challenges of democracy in the region in commemoration of the 10th anniversary the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  The participants will exchange ideas and develop recommendations about the contributions and role of civil society in the promotion of a democratic culture, and enhancing economic, social and cultural development of the peoples of the Hemisphere.  The civil society representatives will also consider how they can collaborate with the Member States in strengthening democracy and how to promote and disseminate a broader knowledge of the content and scope of the IADC among the citizens of the Americas.

6:00pm


Sessions conclude for the evening and rapporteurs to submit




recommendations

Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Ruben Dario Room, OAS General Secretariat Building (GSB), 1889 F Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, USA (corner of 19th and F Streets)

9:00 – 10:00am
Dialogue with Civil Society about the VI Summit of the Americas

· Amb. Jaime Giron, Coordinator of the VI Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)

· Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary, Summits of the Americas Secretariat

10:00 – 10:15am
Coffee Break

10:15 – 12:00pm
Compilation of Recommendations

12:00 – 2:00pm
Lunch - Terrace Level Lobby - OAS General Secretariat Building
SPECIAL SESSION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES (CISC) 

PROGRAM

April 26, 2011

The Special Session of the CISC will be held in order to lend continuity to the pursuit of mandates entrusted to it in the preceding term, including AG/RES. 2612 (XL-O/10), CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).  The Special Session of the CISC will be an opportunity for civil society representatives to dialogue with Member States and present the recommendations formulated during the Hemispheric Forum.   


Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Simon Bolivar Room, OAS Main Building, 17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20006 

2:30 – 2:40pm 
Welcoming remarks 

· Amb. Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS and Chair of the CISC

· Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary for External Relations, OAS

2:40 – 3:10pm
Presentation of civil society recommendations from the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum on the theme of the General Assembly “Citizen Security in the Americas”

· Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs / 
Secretariat for External Relations, OAS 

· Civil society representatives

3:10 – 4:30pm

Interventions by OAS Member States

4:30pm


Closing
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