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ANALYSIS OF DATA RELATING TO THE PARTICIPATION OF SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION IN THE REGISTRATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide the member countries of the Organization of American States (OAS) with information on the civil society organization known as the Seattle International Foundation (SIF).

The information contained in this report is in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”; it includes a summary and a list of the different documents and data submitted by the Seattle International Foundation (SIF), as required by those guidelines.
1.
Background

The Seattle International Foundation (SIF) is a not-for-profit organization established on January 8, 2007, in Seattle, Washington, United States.  Its mission is to reduce poverty in Central America and other regions through two programs that fund and assist civil society organizations:  the Central America Program and the Global Program.
Within its Central America Program, SIF focuses its activities on building leadership among women, indigenous peoples, and at-risk youth, by collaborating in actions carried out by organizations such as the Central America Leadership Initiative, the Central American Women’s Fund, and the Global Social Mobile Development Fund. Another of its initiatives, carried out in conjunction with Global Partnerships, seeks to fund small businesses and microenterprises, emphasizing women as essential players in ensuring community progress. It also pursues programs intended to impact public policies and promote human rights in the countries of Central America by funding the activities of organizations such as ActionAid USA, El Salvador’s Foundation for Development (FUNDE), and the Due Process of Law Foundation. For example, it has provided the DPLF with funds for establishing a network to provide technical assistance for NGOs working in the areas of transparency and judicial independence.
SIF has worked with networks of organizations in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua on programs involving microfinance initiatives, the development of leadership, public policies, and human rights, spending US$1,350,000 in 2010. It has also created a network of 120 nongovernmental organizations, academics, and private sector representatives that seeks to encourage exchanges of information and good practices in reducing poverty and strengthening development. 


SIF funds its activities with earnings from its own capital as well as with private donations. 


SIF lodged its application for registration with the OAS on March 9, 2011.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:


Seattle International Foundation (SIF)

Address:

500 Union Street, Suite 801 




Seattle, WA 98101




United States

Tel:


(206) 547 9330

Fax:


(206) 547 0606

E-mail:


programs@seaif.org

Web site:

www.seaif.org

Executive Director:
Mauricio Vivero

Date established:
January 8, 2007

3. CSO’s main areas of work and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

SIF works to reduce poverty, protect human rights, and promote development. The organization’s main areas of work that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting economic and social development through investments in poverty reduction and humanitarian assistance programs;

· Promoting leadership among women and vulnerable sectors of the population by creating training programs, and by providing financial support to organizations that pursue that same goal; and, 

· Strengthening citizen participation through the creation of a network of civil society organizations, academic institutions, and other bodies, to promote exchanges of information and the establishment of common criteria for combating poverty in Central America.

4. Identification of OAS work areas 

Seattle International Foundation (SIF) proposes working with the OAS in the following areas:

· Providing the Department of Social Development and Employment (DDSOCE) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) with technical support and advice for promoting social inclusion and combating poverty in the Hemisphere, particularly through the Social Network of Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC);

· Supplying recommendations and information for the Inter-American Commission on Social Development (CIDES) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to make progress with shared public development policies; 

· Submitting recommendations to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) regarding the Social Charter of the Americas;

· Providing the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) with information and technical support for promoting the rights of women and gender equality; and,

· Presenting reports on the human rights situation in Central America to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, March 9, 2011 

· Articles of Incorporation 

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· 2010 activities report 

· 2009 financial statements (signed by Molly Stearns, Treasurer) 
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