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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN PAÍS LIBRE Programa de Asistencia Integral contra el Secuestro TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación País Libre Programa de Asistencia Integral contra el Secuestro (Free Country Foundation: Comprehensive Anti-abduction Assistance Program.
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación País Libre Programa de Asistencia Integral contra el Secuestro, in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Fundación País Libre Programa de Asistencia Integral contra el Secuestro (Fundación País Libre) is a nonprofit civil society organization established on September 13, 1991, in Bogotá, Colombia, with the mission of providing comprehensive assistance to abduction victims in Colombia and influencing government policy on protection against and prevention of abduction, forced disappearance, and extortion at the national and international levels. 

Through its Victim Assistance Center, Fundación País Libre conducts programs of assistance to victims of abduction in Colombia, including legal representation under the Justice and Peace Act, mental health services, and support for their social rehabilitation.  It also conducts training for local leaders and other governmental and nongovernmental institutions working to assist victims so as to develop good practices in building forums and strategies that promote reconciliation and coexistence, as well as fostering greater recognition of the circumstances and rights of victims of abduction. Through the programs “Comprehensive Assistance Model” (Bogotá), “Assistance in Meta, Guaviare, and Cundinamarca,” and “Assistance in Córdoba,” it provided assistance in 408 cases, benefiting 662 persons who were victims of abduction and armed conflict in 2010.

Fundación País Libre also provides technical advice to business firms on preventing and controlling the risk of abduction and extortion at the enterprise level. Through that program, in 2010 it trained 1,450 persons from firms such as Ecopetrol BP, MPX, Pacific Rubiales Energy, Ocensa, Gran Tierra Energy, Talismán, and Guatavita Gold, among others.

Fundación País Libre conducts projects to influence policy, performs studies, and disseminates publications on the abduction situation in Colombia, justice and legal protection of victims, gaps in government policy, adherence to internationals instruments, and the psychological effects of abduction, extortion, disappearance, and threats.  The aim is to make society more aware and to aid the design of government policy to fight such crimes in Colombia.  It has signed crime prevention agreements with government agencies and carried out a national campaign called “Help Us Find Them Dead or Alive,” in a strategic alliance with the Office of the Vice President of the Republic of Colombia, benefiting over 7,000 victims of abduction since 1992.

Fundación País Libre developed an anti-abduction legislative proposal in 1992, which was submitted to the Congress of the Republic of Colombia on August 26 as a popular initiative backed by a million signatures.  It became Act 40 of 1993, the first Colombian national law on abduction.

Fundación País Libre has financed its projects through contributions from the Embassy of the Netherlands in Colombia, the Swedish Government, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Government of Antioquia, the Fondo para la Sociedad Civil Colombiana por la Paz, and Ecopetrol, and through income from seminars and workshops it has conducted.


Fundación País Libre submitted its application to the OAS on August 29, 2003.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of organization:
Fundación País Libre Programa de Asistencia Integral contra el Secuestro
Address:
Calle 119 B No 5-38


Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:
(571) 4816353

Fax:
(571) 4816348

E-mail:


ogomez@paislibre.org 

Website: 


www.paislibre.org
Executive Director: 
Olga Lucía Gómez

Date of establishment: 
September 13, 1991

3.
Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Fundación País Libre promotes the rights of victims of abduction and armed conflict through comprehensive assistance and by fostering awareness of the impact of such events on the part of the public and government policy-makers. Among the primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS are: 

· Victim assistance and abduction prevention through legal advisory and mental health services, training, and workshops geared toward strengthening the capacity of communities and professionals to create places free of violence and to defend the rights of persons who have been victims of abduction, forced disappearance, and other threats;

· Strengthening and influencing national and international public policy designed to reduce impunity, secure reparations, prevent recurrence of these crimes, and protect the rights of abduction victims; and

· Carrying out studies, analyses, and other dissemination activities to promote understanding of the crimes of abduction, extortion, forced disappearance, and other forms of illegal detention, so as to generate awareness among the population and government policymakers about such problems.

4.
Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Fundación País Libre proposes to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Presenting recommendations to, and sharing good practices with, the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) of the Permanent Council concerning hemispheric strategies to fight abduction, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2574 (XL-O/10), “Hemispheric Cooperation Against the Crime of Kidnapping and for Support for Victims”;

· Disseminating the principles of the American Convention on Human Rights;

· Participating in, and presenting recommendations to, the Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (MISPA), and providing advisory services to the Department of Public Security (DPS) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS);

· Providing technical assistance to the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS) of the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DDSSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in its initiatives to improve the quality of life of victims of violence and of the affected communities by promoting peaceful coexistence, recognizing the rights of victims, and creating forums that promote reconciliation; and

· Working with the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security on its programs to prevent human trafficking, to assist victims, and to reincorporate them into society.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS 
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, August 29, 2003 

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual activity report for 2010

· Financial statements for 2010 (audited by Deloitte & Touche, Ltd.)



� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP26277E05�








