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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR NOT-FOR-PROFIT LAW IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) International Center for Not-for-Profit Law.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Center for Not-for-Profit Law in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL) is a non-profit organization established on October 15, 1992 in Wilmington, Delaware, United States of America to promote legal norms that strengthen civil society participation, advance freedom of association, and foster philanthropy in collaboration with local partner organizations in countries throughout the world.
ICNL’s headquarters are in Washington, D.C., United States, in addition to advocacy or representative offices in Bulgaria, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Jordan. ICNL supports projects encompassing 100 countries in Europe, Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America. The focus areas are: legal framework for civil society, civil society sustainability, good governance and accountability, public-private partnerships, self-regulation, public participation and advocacy, and educational initiatives.

In April 2010, ICNL convened experts from ten Latin American countries for the first International Conference on Freedom of Association in Managua, Nicaragua to share best practices and experiences with 300 representatives from civil society organizations on the topic of the right to association. In cooperation with the Federation of Organizations for the Development of Honduras (FOPRIDEH), ICNL provided technical assistance to Honduran civil society organizations to prepare a draft framework NGO law based on international law that was presented to the President of the Congress of Honduras. In Mexico, ICNL is working in cooperation with local organizations, academics and lawyers to promote reforms to tax laws that allow human rights organizations to receive tax-deductible donations. ICNL was commissioned by the Government of Canada to elaborate a study on methodologies to measure the impact of legal reform on the voluntary sector in Canada. 

ICNL publishes reports in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and United Nations Volunteers in addition to publishing the journals Global Trends in NGO Law, NGO Law Monitor, and International Journal of Not-for-Profit Law to analyze and disseminate knowledge regarding recent trends in international law. It holds special consultative status by the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
ICNL has financed its activities with contributions from the Government of Dubai, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), New Zealand Agency for International Development, United States Agency for International Development (USAID), United States Department of State, and UNDP; foundations and trusts including the Academy for Educational Development, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Council on Foundations, Counterpart International, IREX, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for Democracy, Pact, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Ford Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, and Brookings Institution; and corporations including Management Systems International and Microsoft Corporation.
ICNL submitted its application to register in the OAS on June 2, 2011.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



International Center for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL)
Address:


1126 16th St., NW, Suite 400




Washington, D.C. 20036





United States of America

Telephone:


202-452-8600
Fax:



202-452-8555
E-mail address:


infoicnl@icnl.org
Website:


www.icnl.org
President:


Douglas Rutzen

Date of foundation:

October 15, 1992
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
ICNL advocates for legal environments to facilitate civil society participation within the context of international law. The primary areas of activity and contributions of ICNL that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting legal frameworks that support the participation of civil society organizations in democratic and policymaking processes by providing technical assistance to local organizations in their efforts to influence legislation related to citizen participation; and
· Facilitating the exchange of information regarding national laws affecting civil society with multilateral organizations, development agencies, foundations, corporations and NGOs, through the publication of country and region-specific assessments and reports of the legal framework for civil society.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

ICNL offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Provide information and technical assistance to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights concerning laws and practices guaranteeing freedom of association (Articles 13, 15, 16);

· Present recommendations and share international best practices to promote the rights to freedom of assembly and of association to the Permanent Council, in accordance with Resolution AG/RES. 2680 (XLI-O/11) “Promotion of the Rights to Freedom of Assembly and of Association in the Americas”;
· Contribute input and recommendations to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) of the Permanent Council, and to the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) regarding the promotion of civil society engagement in OAS initiatives; and
· Assist the Department of Effective Public Management (DEPM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in building the institutional capacity of governments to facilitate the participation of civil society organizations in democratic processes.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated June 2, 2011
· Articles of Incorporation
· Bylaws

· Mission statement

· Annual report 2009-2010
· Financial statements 2010 (audited by Gelman, Rosenberg & Freedman Certified Public Accountants)
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