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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY INSTITUTO PARA EL DESARROLLO Y PROMOCIÓN DE LA PRODUCCIÓN ORGANIZADA (INDEPRO) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Instituto para el Desarrollo y Promoción de la Producción Organizada [Institute for Development and Promotion of Organized Production, INDEPRO].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Instituto para el Desarrollo y Promoción de la Producción Organizada (INDEPRO) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Instituto para el Desarrollo y Promoción de la Producción Organizada (INDEPRO) is a nonprofit organization, established in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on October 23, 2000, with a mission to support development and increase productivity of micro, small, and medium enterprises in order to produce jobs and promote sustained growth.

INDEPRO provides technical assistance for local producers, especially in the handicraft industry, to increase their competitiveness and build their management skills and sales of their products. In 2009 and 2010, INDEPRO collaborated with the Center for Agricultural Production Support, World Vision, Fernando Arturo de Merino Agroforestry University (UAFAM), Dominican Agroforestry Cooperative, Plan Sierra, San Ramón Forest Growers Association, and San Ramón Cooperative, to build five solar wood dryers as well as two biomass boilers and four wood treatment reservoirs in the provinces of Dajabón, La Vega, and Santiago. Under a cooperation agreement with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), INDEPRO also built a yuca flour mill in the city of Monción, Santiago Rodríguez Province.

INDEPRO also established the Center for Handicraft Production Support (CAPA), a cooperative whose mission is to provide support for artisans to market their finished products. Through CAPA, INDEPRO conducts workshops and training for furniture craftsmen and banana, sisal, guano, and cane weavers, on how to use local materials and on painting and weaving techniques.  It also provides consultancy and training in sales techniques, costing, and accounting to help artisans develop their management skills.  Since 2007, INDEPRO has conducted some 100 workshops, which have benefited more than 1,000 artisans.

INDEPRO is a member of the Territorial Economic and Employment Development Network for Latin America and the Caribbean (DETE-ALC Network), which brings together professionals, academics, government officials, and social actors from 21 countries in Latin America and Europe to create opportunities to exchange experiences and new knowledge and promote development and employment policies in their countries.


INDEPRO finances its projects through income it receives from conducting workshops, consulting services it provides under cooperation agreements with the above-mentioned entities to build solar wood dryers, and programs that receive Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) funding.


INDEPRO submitted its application to the OAS on April 22, 2011.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Instituto para el Desarrollo y Promoción de la Producción Organizada (INDEPRO)

Address:
Calle Boy Scout Esq. General López, 

Plaza Jasansa mod. 6-b

Santiago, Dominican Republic

Telephone:



(809) 226-0828

E-mail address:




indeprocibao@codetel.net.do 

Website:



www.indepro.org.do

President:



David E. Arias Rodríguez 

Date established: 


October 23, 2000

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

INDEPRO seeks to promote the development of handicraft producers in the Dominican Republic in order to increase economic development and poverty reduction. The primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include the following:

· Promotion of employment and production capacity of micro, small, and medium enterprises by building efficient, environmentally-friendly capital assets, as well as consulting and conducting workshops for local communities, especially women entrepreneurs, to increase their organized production and competitiveness; and
· Promotion of public policies on social and economic development through participation in international conferences on territorial development and employment, as well as advice to municipal authorities in devising proposals in the environmental, tourism, and business promotion sector.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

INDEPRO proposes to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Making recommendations to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development and Employment (CIDES) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), on policies and collaborative efforts to combat poverty in the Hemisphere;

· Participating in and providing recommendations to Inter-American Conferences of Ministers of Labor (IACML);

· Assisting  with the work of the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particularly the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL), in its mission to support member states in modernizing and strengthening their management capacity and professional training to meet the needs of the productive sector;

· Collaborating on initiatives of the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to strengthen micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs), job creation, and poverty reduction; and

· Assisting the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) with execution of projects aimed at incorporating environmental priorities and poverty reduction into national development plans.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated April 22, 2011

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2010

· Financial statements for 2010 (signed by Carlos Peterson, Executive Director, and Rosy Y. Geraldo Fernández, Treasurer of INDEPRO)
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