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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) International Crisis Group.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Crisis Group in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

International Crisis Group (Crisis Group) is a non-profit organization established on February 27, 1995 in Washington, D.C., United States of America with its current headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. Crisis Group’s mission is the prevention and resolution of conflict through the monitoring and analysis of crisis situations coupled with high-level advocacy work to propose strategies to governments and international organizations for the immediate resolution of conflict or to strengthen the capacity of governments to address its systemic causes.
Crisis Group maintains advocacy or liaison offices in Washington, D.C. and New York, United States; Moscow, Russia; London, England; and Beijing, China. Crisis Group also operates ten field offices and sixteen other locations in North America, South America, Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. Bogota, Colombia serves as the base of operations in the Latin America and Caribbean region, and local field representation and analysts are present in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti and Venezuela.
Crisis Group conducts its analysis in sixty countries around the world to identify the underlying political, social and economic factors that create conditions for conflict to set the basis for policy prescriptions. It advocates for solutions through policy action, engaging in dialogue and cooperating with various local, regional and international actors such as the United Nations, European Union, World Bank, national governments, and civil society organizations.
Crisis Group published 80 reports and briefings in 2010, with more than 14,000 media citations of its analysis, through which it dispenses information regarding the status of conflicts and proposes courses of action. A June 2010 report entitled Improving Security Policy in Colombia focused on recent trends in guerrilla activity against the Colombian State. Other reports of Crisis Group have focused on the rule of law, resettlement of displaced persons, creation of socio-economic opportunities for youth, and fair democratic electoral processes, among other topics in Latin America and the Caribbean. Crisis Group also publishes CrisisWatch, a monthly bulletin designed to provide individuals in the public and private sectors with brief, succinct updates on conflict situations.
Crisis Group has financed its activities with contributions from the Australian Agency for International Development, Austrian Development Agency, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belgium, Canadian International Development Agency, Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, International Development Research Centre of Canada, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, European Commission, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of France, Federal Foreign Office of Germany, Irish Aid, Government of Liechtenstein, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Luxembourg, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, New Zealand Agency for International Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Slovenia, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, Department for International Development of the United Kingdom, Economic and Social Research Council of the United Kingdom, and the United States Agency for International Development; foundations and corporations including the Carnegie Corporation of New York, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Open Society Institute, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, William and Flora Hewlett Foundations, Cannacord Financial, Chevron, McKinsey & Company, as well as other private donors.
Crisis Group submitted its application to register in the OAS on March 29, 2011.
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3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Crisis Group advocates for conflict prevention through field-based analysis, policy recommendations, and strategic advocacy work targeted at governments, intergovernmental bodies, and the international community. The primary areas of activity and contributions of Crisis Group that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Facilitating informed decision-making and guided policy action by providing governments and international organizations with analyses, reports and policy recommendations to serve as an early-warning system of potential threats to peace and stability and to foster the pacific resolution of conflicts; and
· Supporting collaborative, hemispheric efforts against transnational crime and security threats by engaging the participation of civil society and local and international actors in establishing a comprehensive, multinational strategy which aims to strengthen the institutional capacity of governments to respond to such threats.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

Crisis Group offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Participate in and present recommendations during Meetings of the Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA) regarding the follow-up and implementation of the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas and the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security;

· Offer recommendations to the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council regarding the strategies for the prevention of crime and violence in the Americas;

· Assist the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights, recognizing the issue of citizen security as a human rights issue and promoting the development of effective juridical systems as a means of containing and eliminating potential conflict;
· Participate in sessions of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), offering technical expertise in order to promote the coordination and cooperation of Member States in confronting terrorist activities in accordance with international conventions and the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism;
· Cooperate with the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) in relation to integral, long-term security challenges and the strengthening of institutional capacity to address such threats;

· Offer technical assistance and share best practices with the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP), administered by the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA), in relation to the preservation of democratic and political stability; and
· Support the work of the Department of Effective Public Management of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in helping democratic governments to foment an effective, responsive public sector by strengthening institutional capacity in the executive and legislative areas.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated March 29, 2011
· Articles of Incorporation
· Mission Statement

· Annual Report 2010-2011
· Financial Statements 2010
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