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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY CORPORACIÓN PARA LA DEFENSA Y PROMOCIÓN DE LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS (REINICIAR) 
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (Reiniciar). [Association for the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights ("Restart")].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (Reiniciar).in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.  
1. Background

Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (Reiniciar).is a non-profit organization founded on August 10, 1999 in Bogotá, Colombia, in order to promote and protect human rights and international humanitarian law in that country, with particular emphasis on  indigenous peoples, women, and victims of Unión Patriótica, and on combating impunity.

The objective pursued by Reiniciar is to defend the rights of victims of human rights violations and offenses against humanitarian law. The fields in which it is active include:  (1) Training in human rights and international humanitarian law; (2) Comprehensive assistance to victims of human rights violations; and (3) Documentation and litigation in cases of human rights violations.

In the pursuit of its objectives, in 2010 Reiniciar conducted 30 pyschosocial assistance workshops and 23 human rights training workshops for 1,650 former members of Unión Patriótica (as part of the Special Program for Comprehensive Protection for Victims and Survivors of Unión Patriótica - Decree 2958 of 2010) and 150 indigenous leaders and victims. The workshops were conducted in 18 municipalities in Colombia: Sincelejo, Montería, Barranquilla, Cartagena, Florencia, Pitalito, Neiva, Ibagué, Cali, Popayán, Medellín, Pereira, Barrancabermeja, Bucaramanga, Villavicencio, Fusagasugá, and Bogotá – and in indigenous territory in Supía and Resguardo de San Lorenzo. The purpose of the workshops was to strengthen efforts to build support networks among victims, prepare reparation proposals, and promote human rights. 

Reiniciar also provided humanitarian and legal assistance to regional leaders and the beneficiaries of precautionary measures through the Risk Regulation and Assessment Committee (CRER) of the Republic of Colombia's Ministry of the Interior. It litigated 63 cases of human rights violations (extra-judicial executions, forced disappearances, and sexual violence) before the National Unit for Justice and Peace, the National Unit for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, district-level prosecutors' offices, and administrative review bodies. It also prompted 20 disciplinary investigations by the Attorney General's office.

Reiniciar is the petitioner for case No.11.227, Petition 338-09, and Petition 311-09, as well as for precautionary measures No.110/99, 134/00, 2/02, 265/02, 233/02, 970/04, 237/07, and 167/10, currently being processed by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  It also forms part of the National Round Table on Guarantees for Human Rights Defenders organized by the National Government and the World Organization against Torture.


Reiniciar has financed its activities with voluntary contributions from its members, the Colombian Ministry of the Interior, and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).

Reiniciar applied for registration with the OAS on November 3, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Corporación para la Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (Reiniciar)

Address:


Calle 19 No. 5-25, Piso 10, Edificio El Inca





Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:


(571) (1) 243-3805/284-8653/243-3967

E-mail address:


reiniciar@reiniciar.org

Website:


www.reiniciar.org

Executive Director:

Jahel Quiroga Carrillo

Date established: 

August 10, 1999

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Reiniciar carries out specific programs and workshops with indigenous peoples, women, and victims of human rights violations with a view to defending and promoting their rights. The main areas of work of the organization that might be of interest to the OAS include:

· Investigating cases of human rights violations and offenses against international humanitarian law and providing comprehensive counseling for victims;
· Facilitating access by victims of violations to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights;
· Promoting the fundamental rights of indigenous peoples and vulnerable populations by conducting training programs on human rights, international systems for the protection of human rights (United Nations, OAS), psychosocial assistance, documentation, and awareness-raising among the victims of violations; and

· Contributing to the design of public policies related to indigenous settlements, justice, and reparation for victims of human rights violations, by preparing working documents on the application of domestic laws and participation in international meetings of the United Nations and the Organization of American States.

4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Reiniciar proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:


· Supporting the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to promote and protect human rights, with an emphasis on at-risk groups and populations, and contributing to the work of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of the IACHR;
· Supporting the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its efforts to monitor implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará";

· Making recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); and

· Assisting the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) with the activities of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS), with particular emphasis on the humanitarian needs of the population and promotion of reintegration and harmonious social relations.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated March 24, 2011 

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2010, 2008, and 2005

· Financial Statements for 2010 and 2007 (audited by Interamericana de Auditores y Consultores, Ltda.).
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