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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY ASOCIACIÓN MULABI – GRUPO DE TRABAJO LATINOAMERICANO POR LOS DERECHOS SEXUALES, A.C. TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Asociación Mulabi – Grupo de Trabajo Latinoamericano por los Derechos Sexuales, A.C. [Mulabi Association – Latin American Taskforce on Sexual Rights, A.C.].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Asociación Mulabi – Grupo de Trabajo Latinoamericano por los Derechos Sexuales, A.C. in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Asociación Mulabi – Grupo de Trabajo Latinoamericano por los Derechos Sexuales, A.C. (Mulabi) is a nonprofit organization established on August 7, 2007 in San José, Costa Rica, to promote human rights and sexual rights of individuals, without discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity.

Through its political advocacy and research programs, Mulabi seeks to raise awareness among public and government officials at the national and international levels about the situation of LGBTTTI persons in the region, and to make them better able to address the needs of that population, without discrimination. It accomplishes this by doing media interviews and blogs and by participating in international conferences on sexual orientation and gender identity, transsexuality, sexual and reproductive rights of women, and gender and development, among other topics.

Mulabi has carried out activities such as its NANAEG Project, aimed at raising awareness among public officials and civil society organizations in Costa Rica and Colombia on transsexual and intersex issues. In Colombia, Mulabi researched legislation and judicial rulings on the subject, and also organized an event called "LGBT Children, adolescents, and youth and Democratic Values," in cooperation with the Sexual Diversity Department of Bogotá, in which LGBTTTI youth discussed the human rights and public policy situation of children and youth to address those demands. It also conducted a workshop for officials responsible for LGBTTTI issues at the Secretariat for Social Integration of Bogotá, to make them better equipped to provide care for children and adolescents with different sexual orientation or gender identity, and provided support for five young people in transition, through counseling, care for their families, talks in schools, and name change management, among others.

On the international plane, Mulabi, in coordination with other civil society organizations, prepared a report on human rights violations against transgender persons in Honduras in 2007, and participated in an October 2008 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) hearing on discrimination based on gender expression and sexual orientation. The organization was also represented at the thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly, held in Panama City and Medellín, respectively. In terms of MERCOSUR, Mulabi did presentations to the Working Group on Sexual Diversity at the Meeting of High-Level Authorities of MERCOSUR in June 2008. It has also contributed reports on sexual and reproductive rights in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, and Uruguay during the rounds of the United Nations Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review.


Mulabi has been funding its activities through contributions from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the Dutch Embassy accredited to Colombia, Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice, and Mama Cash. 

Mulabi applied for registration with the OAS on April 1, 2011.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Asociación Mulabi – Grupo de Trabajo Latinoamericano por los Derechos Sexuales, A.C. 

Address:
Apartado Postal: 290-2100, Guadalupe, San José


Costa Rica

Fax:



(506) 2245 7391

E-mail address:



mulabi@mulabi.org; natasha@mulabi.org 

Website


www.mulabi.org

Executive Director.

Natasha Jiménez Mata

Date established: 

August 7, 2007 

3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Mulabi is engaged in promoting human rights and recognition of LGBTTTI persons. The main areas of work of the organization that might be of interest to the OAS include:

· Influencing national and international policies relating to the rights of persons of different sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression, by conducting research and filing complaints with national and international bodies regarding violations of those rights;
· Strengthening the capacity of governments to understand the needs and providing LGBTTTI individuals, especially children and adolescents, with appropriate health and psychosocial care by conducting workshops and information programs designed to facilitate their social integration; and
· Raising the awareness of the public, governments, non-governmental organizations, and other sectors on the issue of LGBTTTI through press releases and radio interviews, blogs, and development of other publications to promote tolerance, non-discrimination, and sexual diversity.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Mulabi proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promotion of the Inter-American Democratic Charter principles;

· Contributing recommendations to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Permanent Council's Commission on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on conceptual and terminological developments concerning sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2653 (XXXIX-O/11), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”

· Presenting recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Rights (CAJP), in cooperation with the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated April 1, 2011

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2007-2011

· Financial statements for 2010
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