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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY CORPORACIÓN PROYECTO VISIÓN (CORPOVISIÓN) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Corporación Proyecto Visión (Corpovisión) [Vision Project Corporation].

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Corporación Proyecto Visión (Corpovisión) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

Corporación Proyecto Visión (Corpovisión) is a nonprofit organization established on December 3, 2003 in Buenaventura, Colombia. Its mission is to contribute to sustainable social development through initiatives in education, environment, health, and governance in order to improve the quality of life for vulnerable populations on Colombia's Pacific coast, especially the indigenous, Afro-descendant, Palenque, and Raizal communities.

Corpovisión carries out its activities in accordance with Law 850 of 2000 (Oversight Law), which establishes citizen oversight as a democratic representation mechanism allowing citizens and community organizations to exercise oversight over public sector management and over public service delivery. In 2010 it undertook a public awareness initiative with the local administrative boards of the municipality of Buenaventura on that law and, in conjunction with local environmental authorities, provided recyclers and communities with advice on landfills for solid waste management and integration of citizen oversight.


Corpovisión establishes institutional agreements to carry out its projects, which include diagnostics and assessments of education system quality and its compliance with local regulations in Buenaventura, in addition to implementing educational programs for students—on environmental protection, sexual and reproductive health, peaceful settlement of conflicts, and citizen participation. These programs have been carried out jointly with Buenaventura Mayor's Office and the Justice House in Buenaventura, the “Mundo de Dai” and “San Rafael” educational institutions, and the Educational Corporation C.E.R.


Corpovisión has financed its activities through contributions from the District Municipality of Buenaventura, the Educational Corporation C.E.R., and with fees from community activities.

Corpovisión applied for registration with the OAS on March 15, 2011.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:

Corporación Proyecto Visión (Corpovisión)

Address:


Carrera 49B N° 1s-04





Barrio El Cristal

Buenaventura Distrito Especial Portuario Industrial Biodiverso y Ecoturístico

Departamento del Valle del Cauca

Colombia

Telephone:


+57-2428716 / 316-5314536 / 300-6084886 / 315-4512149

E-mail address:


corpovisionong@hotmail.com

President:


José Ezequiel Ruíz Hurtado

Date established: 

Wednesday, December 3, 2003
3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Corpovisión runs programs aimed at strengthening the capacity of vulnerable communities in Buenaventura, Colombia, to influence policies affecting their human and social development.  The main areas of work of the organization that might be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting transparency in governance and strengthening of citizen participation in monitoring public policy implementation by creating citizen oversight bodies in cooperation with government authorities regarding the application of existing rules for proper management of community work and the education system;
· Conducting student education programs on environmental conservation, management and solid waste treatment and prevention of watershed pollution; and
· Promoting social development and health of African descent and indigenous peoples by providing school breakfasts and initiatives designed to sensitize students on the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Corpovisión proposes to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Participation in OAS meetings on sustainable development, especially the Meetings of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, in accordance with the Inter-American Strategy for Public Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development in the Americas (ISP).

· Presenting recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, of the Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Rights (CAJP), in cooperation with the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);
· Contributing to and promoting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Rapporteurship on the Rights of Afro-descendants and Against Racial Discrimination and Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

· Supporting programs of the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) and the Department of Legal Cooperation (DLC) of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) aimed at promoting mechanisms for transparency, integrity, and accountability in OAS member states.


5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated March 15, 2011 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2005-2010

· Financial statements for 2010 (audited by Mirella Amú Vente, Public Accountant)
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