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[Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH)]
ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY CENTRO NICARAGÜENSE DE DERECHOS HUMANOS (CENIDH) TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos [Nicaraguan Human Rights Center, CENIDH].
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH) is a nongovernmental organization established on October 26, 1990 in Managua, Nicaragua, with a mission to promote, strengthen, and defend human rights through legal assistance and advocacy on the formulation of public policy with a human rights perspective, for which it conducts training programs and educational workshops on human rights defense and protection and citizenship development. 

CENIDH established the "Father César Jerez" Human Rights Promoters Network in order to promote human rights protection and awareness at the national level and to promote access to justice for female victims of violence as well as citizen participation and conflict resolution. The Network is made up of 1,500 volunteers, who in 2010 conducted 410 educational activities for more than 6,200 officials and members of civil society organizations and social movements. That year, CENIDH also handled 2,688 cases of alleged human rights violations, including 126 cases in which the rights of women were affected; 267 cases of children and adolescents; 320 cases of labor rights violations; and 13 cases of migrants, among others. It also made 10 visits to police lock-ups in San Carlos, Río San Juan, San Lucas, Palacaguina, Estelí, Condega Pantasma, Muy Muy, and Matiguás to assess detention conditions of persons deprived of liberty.

CENIDH prepared and published the 2010 Report on the Human Rights Situation in Nicaragua; at the invitation of members of the Integrity and Transparency Committee of the National Assembly, participated in the process of consultation on the Proposed Creation of a Public Ethics Office/Civil Service Code of Ethics Project; and carried out observation activities for the March 2010 elections held on the Caribbean Coast to identify violations of civil and political rights.

In 2010, CENIDH organized the Forum with Authorities on Victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence (VDSVs); the Forum on Access to Justice for VDSVs; and the Workshop with Authorities on Access to Justice in Estelí, Juigalpa, and Chontales, respectively. These forums benefited 377 people, including officials from such government bodies as the Court of Appeals and the Public Defender's Office, members of the Army and National Police, judges, lawyers, and journalists. It also organized the Forum on "Human Rights, Indigenous Peoples, and the Environment," which brought together 149 people including community leaders, indigenous leaders from the Caribbean Coast, members of civil society organizations and government representatives, and discussed rules and laws protecting indigenous peoples' rights and the environment.

CENIDH is a member of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), the Inter-American Platform for Human Rights, Democracy and Development (PIDDH), the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), and the Federation of Nongovernmental Organizations in Nicaragua (FONG). It also established working partnerships with the Nicaraguan Civil Society Network for Migration, Nicaraguan Coordinating Federation of NGOs that work with Children and Adolescents (CODENI), Network of Women Against Violence, Committee on Adult Education in Latin America (Nicaragua Chapter), Education Forum, Alliance for Biodiversity in Nicaragua, Network of Documentation Centers for Women and Children (RECIMUNI), and the Women's Fund for Central American Integration (FMIC).

In 2010, in collaboration with FIDH and OMCT, CENIDH presented before the United Nations Human Rights Council a report on the general human rights situation in Nicaragua, and jointly with the Article 19 organizations Violeta Barrios Foundation and Communication Research Center (CINCO) a report on freedom of expression in that country.

CENIDH funds its activities through contributions from the Embassy of Finland, Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD), Norwegian People's Aid (NPA), Oxfam Novib, HIVOS, People Unlimited, Eirene Foundation (Netherlands), DIAKONIA, World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), Inter-American Platform for Human Rights (PIDDH), Oscar Arnulfo Romero Christian Initiative, Bread for the World, Common Fund to Support Civil Society for Democratic Governance in Nicaragua, Ipas, and PPM.

CENIDH submitted its application to the OAS on March 11, 2011.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:
Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH)

Address:
Texaco Montoyo, ½ cuadra al sur

Bo. Altagracia

Managua, Nicaragua

Telephone:

+ (505) 266-6262/65; (505) 222-2563

Fax:


+ (505) 266-8405

E-Mail:
cenidh@cenidh.org; direccion@cenidh.org; presidencia@cenidh.org

Website:
www.cenidh.org

President:

Vilma Núñez de Escorcia

Date established: 

Friday, October 26, 1990

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS:

CENIDH organizes programs, workshops, and forums for civil society, public officials, and victims of human rights violations in order to promote the protection of those rights. Its areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting freedom of expression, the human rights of vulnerable populations and indigenous peoples, and citizen participation by conducting forums and carrying out education, training, and awareness programs targeting young people, women, community leaders, indigenous leaders, and the general public on the situation of those rights in Nicaragua and mechanisms for access to justice;

· Influencing the crafting of public policies related to human rights through consultancies with municipal governments, preparation of working documents on application of national laws, and participation in international meetings of the United Nations and the Organization of American States; and 

· Support, legal assistance, and advice to victims of human rights violations.

4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

CENIDH proposes to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Supporting activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in human rights promotion and protection with emphasis on vulnerable populations and contributing to the work of the Commission's Rapporteurships on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty; Rights of Indigenous Peoples; Rights of Women; Rights of the Child; and the Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families; and the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression; 

· Assisting the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its efforts to monitor implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará";

· Collaborating with the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) on issues related to the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents;

· Making recommendations to and sharing best practices with the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on civil society participation and the right to freedom of assembly and of association;

· Making recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); and

· Supporting activities of the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to implement the Migration and Development Program (MIDE) and the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI).

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated March 11, 2011

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual activities reports for 2010

· Financial statements for 2010 

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP26849E04�





