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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN CIUDADANOS DEL MUNDO TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo [Citizens of the World Foundation].

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo is a nonprofit organization established on May 29, 2008 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Its mission to promote and protect the rights of immigrants and refugees in that country, and to encourage their inclusion and socio-cultural integration, thus helping to avoid any form of racism and discrimination and gender violence.

Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo aims to provide social, legal, and psychological assistance to immigrants and refugees by supporting their process of regularizing their immigration status; and provide information about their rights and obligations under the Constitution of the Republic of Argentina and under Migration Law No. 25,871. To that end, it conducts national awareness campaigns on the integration of immigrants and non-violence with respect to women; provides job- and language training for immigrants whose native language is not Spanish and legal advice on reporting incidents in which their rights have been violated; and conducts research on immigration issues in Argentina.


In 2010, in its social development work and through its social work and psychology experts Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo attended to more than 400 immigrants, guiding them on their rights, especially as related to food, education, health care, and housing; counseled them on job search; and addressed their concerns about their immigration status. The Foundation also created the "Prospectus-Guide for Immigrants," which provides comprehensive information on the rights and obligations of immigrants and refugees in Argentina.


In its area of research, Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo published the documents "Overview of immigration issues in Argentina" and "Approach to Immigration Legislation in Argentina," to provide to the immigrant population information on the legal frameworks governing immigration in Argentina and to provide input for the development of public policies that promote immigrant rights.

Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo carries out its activities with the voluntary support of lawyers, political scientists, social workers, sociologists, psychologists, and students. It also receives private contributions from volunteers and other individuals interested in migration.

Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo submitted its application for registration with the OAS on November 3, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo

Address:
Sarmiento 1967, 4 piso, of. 28


Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:
(5411) 5256-6680/1 

Fax:
(5411) 5256-6682

E-mail address:
info@ciudadanosdelmundo.org; 

direccion@ciudadanosdelmundo.org

Website:
www.ciudadanosdelmundo.org

Executive Director:
Juan Manuel Quiroga
Date established: 
May 29, 2008

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo is engaged in protecting and defending the rights of immigrants and refugees in Argentina. The organization's main areas of work that might be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting employment opportunities for immigrants and refugees through job- and language training programs;
· Protecting the human rights of immigrants and refugees through legal aid to victims of rights violations;
· Conducting research on the situation and living condition of immigrants and refugees, in order to provide input for the formulation of public policies to encourage the exercise and full enjoyment of their rights;
· Designing and conducting workshops to promote awareness of the human rights of immigrants and eradication of all forms of discrimination and gender-based violence by promoting their socio-cultural inclusion; and
· Comprehensive assistance to asylum seekers and securing refugee status in Argentina.
Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Fundación Ciudadanos del Mundo proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Contributing recommendations and information on the situation of immigrants to the Permanent Council's Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM);

· Making recommendations to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs' (CAJP) Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance; 

· Making recommendations to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and supporting the activities of the Department of Social Development and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in terms of promoting decent work and job creation and in implementing the Migration and Development (MiDE) Program and the Continuous Reporting System on International Migration in the Americas (SICREMI); 

· Supporting the Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) in the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2678 (XLI-O/11) "Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas," adopted by the member states at the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly;

· Providing the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with reports on the situation of immigrant and refugee rights and supporting the activities of the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families so as to promote and protect the human rights of migrants in particular; and

· Supporting the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its efforts to monitor implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará".

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated November 3, 2010 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2010

· Financial statements for 2010 (audited by Alejandro G. De Fina, National Public Accountant) and  financial statements for 2009 (audited by Sandra Jorgelina Gómez, Accountant)
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