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This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Derecho Justo [Justice Law Foundation].

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Derecho Justo in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

Fundación Derecho Justo is a nonprofit organization incorporated on April 27, 2007 in Bogota, Colombia. Its mission is to raise awareness about civil rights and to provide the public with information on the activities of the Colombian Congress and Constitutional Court in relation to human rights and legislative procedure.

Fundación Derecho Justo monitors bills in Congress and pronouncements by the Constitutional Court, and prepares analyses on their constitutionality in terms of the right to due process, social rights, political rights, and legislative procedure. Through its Center for Law and Justice Research (CIDJ), the Foundation has conducted studies and seminars and put out publications related to human rights and corporate social responsibility, justice, public law practice, competition protection, and consumer protection.

In 2010, Fundación Derecho Justo launched the "Observatory of Constitutional Justice" research center, in cooperation with Catholic University of Colombia's Faculty of Law. It brings together law students who are trained in jurisprudence synthesis methodology to analyze rulings of the Constitutional Court. Similar programs are also being developed with the law faculties of Universided de la Sabana and Pontificia Universidad Javeriana.

Fundación Derecho Justo has financed its activities with projects funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, and Moncada Lawyers.

Fundación Derecho Justo filed its application for registration with the OAS on December 5, 2010.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:

Fundación Derecho Justo

Address:


Transversal 23 No. 93-20 Oficina 204





Bogotá, D.C.

Colombia

Telephone:


(+57 1) 6216331 / 6916560

E-mail address:



info@derechojusto.org

Website:


www.derechojusto.org

Director:


Juan Carlos Lancheros Gámez

Date established: 

April 27, 2007

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Fundación Derecho Justo gathers, analyzes, and disseminates information to the general public, especially students and law practitioners, on developments with the work of Congress and the Constitutional Court of Colombia. The Foundation's primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting transparency and accountability by the legislative and judicial branches through monitoring and providing the citizenry with information on the activities of these state bodies, using its Legislative Management System (SIGEL);
· Strengthening the rule of law and the democratic institutional system through the analysis of bills and their compliance with constitutional standards; and
· Promoting access to information and improving the study and practice of law in Colombia through the Legal Information Processing System (SIPIJ) and courses and seminars for university students, on the theory of law and judicial decisions, and the legislative process and legislative techniques.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Fundación Derecho Justo would like to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promoting the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, especially those related to the rule of law and respect for the constitutional order;

· Assisting the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) with their work by sharing information on the justice system and legal issues in Colombia; 

· Providing  the Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) with recommendations and reports on the administration of justice and access to public information, in cooperation with the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);

· Cooperating with the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) on its programs to support member states in strengthening their mechanisms for governance, transparency, integrity, and accountability; and

· Sharing information with the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) and the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism (DEDTT) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), particularly in relation to its initiatives aimed at promoting corporate social responsibility and consumer protection through the Consumer Safety and Health Network (CSHN).

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated December 5, 2010

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Activities report for 2010

· Financial statements for 2010 (signed by Myriam Elsy Martínez Turriago, Auditor)
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