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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY OBSERVATORIO INTERNACIONAL DE PRISIONES DE ARGENTINA TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina [International Prison Observatory of Argentina].


The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of the supporting documentation submitted by Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background


Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina is a nonprofit organization founded on May 18, 1999, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to promote the rights of persons deprived of liberty and prevent cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment.


Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina prepares a report each year, the “Situation of Human Rights in the Argentine Penal System,” based on testimony from inmates and their families and information provided by other similar civil society organizations.  In 2010, it visited the José León Suárez penitentiary complex, together with the San Martín Secretary of Penal Enforcement, to monitor the situation of human rights.

Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina, in collaboration with the University of Buenos Aires (UBA), and with support from the City of Buenos Aires Legislature and other civil society organizations, achieved the adoption of a declaration by that Legislature designating the UBA’s Devoto University Center (CUD) a cultural and educational center that implements prison education programs.

Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina has completed a series of talks, begun in 2008, on the rights of children and adolescents, and participated in the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA II), held in the Dominican Republic, in 2009.  In 2011, Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina observed the general elections balloting among inmates of five prison units in Tucumán and Corrientes provinces.

Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina finances its activities with fees from its members, known as regional correspondents, and other individuals, which are used to fund the costs of travel to jails and other administrative expenses.


Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina submitted its application for registration with the OAS on January 4, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO


Name:
Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina (OIP)


Address:
Callao 178, Piso 5°, “A”



Buenos Aires, Argentina


Telephone/Fax:
(5411) 4812 6046/4665 4846

Email address:
dubrezg@infovia.com.ar

Executive President:
Graciela Dubrez

Date established:
May 18, 1999
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities


Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina promotes the protection of the human rights of inmates.  The following activities of the organization bear some relation to the work of the OAS:

· Promoting public policies to strengthen human rights and nondiscrimination against persons deprived of liberty, education, and the right to vote, with public entities at the municipal, state, and national levels, in cooperation with other networks of civil society organizations; and

· Monitoring the situation of persons deprived of liberty through visits and requests for information from government entities, and the publication of reports on human rights and the observance thereof in accordance with national and regional standards.

4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support


The Observatorio Internacional de Prisiones de Argentina would like to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Offering recommendations on public policies designed to achieve jail and prison systems that enable persons deprived of liberty to be rehabilitated and reintegrated into society to the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), in cooperation with the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);

· Exchanging experiences and providing information on the situation of human rights to the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR);

· Offering recommendations and participating in the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA) on building institutional capacities to prevent and combat crime, violence, and insecurity in the region; and

· Providing information to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSSA) on strengthening the criminal justice system in Argentina.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated January 4, 2010
· Articles of incorporation

· By-laws

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual reports for 2009 and 2010

· Financial statements for 2009 and 2010 (audited by Claudio Raúl Figueroa, CPA)

· Report on the Situation of Human Rights in the Argentine Penal System in 2008 and 2009
· Report on the 2011 general elections
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