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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY ASOCIACIÓN INTERAMERICANA PARA LA DEFENSA DEL AMBIENTE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del Ambiente (AIDA).


The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del Ambiente (AIDA) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background


Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del Ambiente (AIDA) is a non-profit organization established on January 27, 1998 in San Francisco, California, United States of America with the mission to strengthen people’s individual and collective right to a healthy environment through the advancement and implementation of national and international environmental law.  AIDA maintains its headquarters in both Oakland, California and Mexico City, Mexico. 
The focus areas of AIDA’s work are human rights and environment, marine biodiversity and costal protection, freshwater protection, strengthening environmental governance and public participation, and reduction of factors that aggravate climate change. 
AIDA works in coordination with local civil society organizations from Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and the United States to provide legal aid, prepare arguments, and present petitions to governmental agencies in cases regarding the adherence to international environmental legislation in order to influence national policy and prevent violations of existing norms. 
In the area of marine biodiversity protection, AIDA has worked to advocate for improved national and international policies that would allow Latin American states to end indiscriminate fishing practices, adopt precautionary fishing policies, protect coastal habitat, and develop economic incentives and systems that will facilitate the transitions to sustainable use of marine resources. For instance, AIDA offers legal support and information about existing hemispheric norms for marine turtle protection to the Scientific Committee to the Inter-American Convention for the Protection and Conservation of the Sea Turtles. 

Additionally, AIDA organizes and participates in workshops and events to help educate lawyers regarding national and international environmental and human rights law, the links between ecological degradation and human rights, and mechanisms for using the Inter-American Human Rights System (IAHRS) such as at the National Meeting of Environmental Lawyers in May 2010 in Mexico City, a panel on Legal and Policy issues in the Americas about Comparative Perspectives on the Environment - Human Rights link at the University of Florida Levin College of Law’s Annual Conference in May 2010, and a workshop on human rights and the environment for Colombian lawyers in Bogota Colombia in October 2010. 
In its efforts to promote human rights and environmental protection, AIDA has participated in the 2008 and 2010 sessions of the Universal Periodical Review (UPR) undertaken by the United Nations Human Rights Council.  Moreover, AIDA published the English and Portuguese language editions of its Environmental Litigation Guide for the Inter-American System of Human Rights (IAHRS) in February 2010. 

In 2009, AIDA presented before the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) its report on the potential impact of large hydroelectric projects, Grandes Represas en América: ¿Peor el remedio que la enfermedad?, in order to strengthen respect for international environmental standards and human rights. In cooperation with other civil society organizations, AIDA also provides legal services before the IAHRS in order to foster the protection of human rights in vulnerable communities. These cases relate to the effects that environmental degradation has on human rights. 
AIDA has financed its activities with contributions from MacArthur Foundation, CS Fund, Swift Foundation, Marisla Foundation, C.I. Foundation, World Wildlife Fund, Dietel Partners, International Community Fund, Packard, and Wallace Global Fund.
AIDA submitted its application to register in the OAS on May 24, 2011.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:
Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del Ambiente (Interamerican Association for Environmental Defense), AIDA
Address:


426 17th Street, 6th floor




Oakland, CA, 94612




United States of America




Atlixco 138, Colonia Condesa





Mexico, DF C.P. 06140





Mexico

Telephone:


+1 (510) 550-6753 (USA) / (+52-55) 5215-0141 (Mexico)
E-mail address:


aida@aida-americas.org / apuentes@aida-americas.org
Website:


www.aida-americas.org
Directors:
Anna Cederstav, Co-Director (USA) / Astrid Puentes, Co-Director (Mexico)
Date of incorporation:

January 27, 1998
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
AIDA aims to protect biodiversity, shared resources, and human rights in the Americas.  The primary areas of activity and contributions of AIDA that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Facilitating workshops that focus on the advantages and challenges of addressing environmental problems from a human rights perspective with a view to promoting human rights and its relationship to the environment;
· Developing and presenting reports and petitions on the human rights situation from the ecological perspective to governmental bodies in order to increase awareness and compliance with national and international environmental law; and
· Facilitating training courses and providing legal and technical assistance to communities and local organizations working to protect the environment to strengthen the capacity of civil society organizations to use the IAHRS and to effectively participate in the policymaking process related to environmental protection.  

4. Identification of OAS work areas

AIDA offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Participate in meetings of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council and present recommendations on how to strengthen the IAHRS;
· Present recommendations to the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI); 

· Provide technical support the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), by facilitating the exchange of information and experiences and strengthening civil society participation in the areas of environmental law, policy and good governance, water resources management and climate change in accordance with the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision Making for Sustainable Development (ISP); and
· Cooperate with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in the implementation of programs designed to build the capacity of civil society to use the IAHRS, and present reports on the human rights situation in Member States from an environmental perspective.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated May 24, 2011
· Articles of Incorporation
· Bylaws

· Mission statement

· Annual report 2009-2010, 2006-2007
· Financial statements 2010 (audited by Mandel & King Certified Public Accountants)
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