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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY

FUNDACIÓN CONVIVIR TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Convivir.

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Convivir [Coexist Foundation] in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

Fundación Convivir is a nonprofit organization that was established in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on June 27, 1985 to promote demand reduction, drug abuse prevention, and rehabilitation and social reintegration of addicts.  It also implements social development and job training projects seeking to break the poverty cycle that leads to drug use.


Fundación Convivir fulfills its mission through programs targeting people with drug abuse problems as well as vulnerable populations.  In this area, job training programs in elderly care have been created to provide a source of work and research and staff training activities to implement intervention efforts in the community.  Its efforts also revolve around early childhood intervention, through the “Nurturing Dignifies Us” and the “Tom Thumb” programs intended to ensure healthy growth and development from an early age.

The Foundation created the “Four Seasons” Ambulatory Treatment Center to provide medical, psychiatric, psychological, and social care to young people and adults with drug addiction problems, placing emphasis on the individual, family, social, historical, and economic aspects of each patient.  Through this Center, the Foundation conducts therapy/creative workshops, parent-family oriented groups, individual psychotherapy, and psychiatric control, and provides inpatient services under agreement with specialized clinics.


Through its Center for Research, Training, and Information (CICI), Fundación Convivir has conducted studies aimed at identifying the psychological, socio-cultural, and economic factors underlying drug use in order to educate health care and education professionals about issues of promotion and drug abuse prevention and to enhance their capacity in intervention projects.  In addition, the Foundation’s Early Childhood Center (CPI) seeks to educate pregnant women as well as children under 5 years, who are in situations of vulnerability and social exclusion, about the importance of early childhood education in the development of the individual.  It also carries out corporate volunteer programs and promotes corporate social responsibility (CSR).


In September 2011 Fundación Convivir participated in meetings of the CICAD Expert Group on Demand Reduction, and in November 2011 in the 50th regular session of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).


Fundación Convivir has carried out its activities through programs funded by the federal government’s Secretariat for the Prevention of Drug Addiction and Narcotics Trafficking (SEDRONAR), the federal Ministry of Social Action, the federal Ministry of Education, the Buenos Aires city government, the Buenos Aires city government’s Ministry of Social Development, and municipal governments; European Union,  North-South Cooperation of the European Communities Commission, the Basque Government, Madrid City Council, Ciudad Real City Council, Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECI), Provincial Council of Bizkaia, Cáritas Germany, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Canada Fund, Inter-American Development Bank, CICAD/OAS, and the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA); and by Sanofi-Pasteur, Pampa Energía, Tetra Pak, Banco Hipotecario (Mortgage Bank), Tersuave, Coca-Cola FEMSA, from the private sector.  It also uses income earned from prevention and assistance services, among others.


Fundación Convivir submitted its application to the OAS on September 24, 2011.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Fundación Convivir

Address:
Gallo 950- C1172ABT



Buenos Aires, Argentina


Telephone/fax:
(54-11) 4866 2422/ 4866 1365


E-mail address:
convivir@convivir.org


Website:
www.convivir.org


President:
María de las Mercedes Aranguren de Vásquez


Date established:
June 27, 1985
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Fundación Convivir promotes drug demand reduction through programs aimed at drug abuse prevention, rehabilitation, and social reintegration of addicts.  Activities of Fundación Convivir that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Conducting research on issues of mental health and society, addiction epidemiology, socio-anthropology of addictions, and biomedical research in mental health and addictions to detect addiction risk indicators and improve living conditions for people who abuse drugs in a situation of social exclusion;

· Rehabilitation and job training, and literacy programs, professional development and vocational training workshops in the areas of textiles and baking; and
· Promoting child development through educational workshops for adults and the provision of health care, early stimulation, and nutritional assistance as the basis for a better quality of life in their future development and strengthening the mother-child bonding.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Fundación Convivir proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Making recommendations to the Expert Group on Demand Reduction, influencing the CICAD Project: EU-LAC Drug Treatment City Partnerships and participating in regular sessions of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD);

· Facilitating exchange of information with the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) and the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs (OID) in relation to policies and action on addiction prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and  research;

· Collaborating with the Inter-American Social Protection Network of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development's (SEDI) Department of Social Development and Employment;

· Collaborating with Corporate Social Responsibility Program of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development's (SEDI) Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism;

· Providing technical support to the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in its early childhood development programs; and to the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) in developing its early childhood advocacy projects.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated September 24, 2011 

· Articles of Incorporation

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report 2010

· Executive Summary:

· 2009 and 2010 financial statements (audited by Luis Adrián Barrera, public accountant)
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