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TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations, to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez (Mariano Ospina Pérez Foundation).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez is a nonprofit organization that was established in Bogota, Colombia, on July 8, 1976 with a mission to serve as a think tank to promote research and development of social leadership, biotechnology, and communications and transportation infrastructure in rural areas.

In the area of biotechnology, Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez has an Environmental Biotechnology Center that conducts laboratory and greenhouse studies to measure the adaptation of ten varieties of blueberries imported from Chile, in order to strengthen the capacity of farmers in the Cundinamarca and Boyacá departments to grow these fruits. It also runs a project to increase infrastructure and provide coconut oil extraction equipment for 518 families engaged in coconut handicraft in the municipality of Guapi, Department of Cauca. In 2010, it established the Cattleya Trianael Nature Reserve, a private civil society reserve that seeks to conserve Colombia’s biodiversity, especially the Cattleya de Triana Orchid, the national flower of Colombia. It also conducts research projects and produced publications on river integration in South America.

Through its annual Mariano Ospina Pérez Award, the Foundation seeks to highlight successful projects or research done by individuals and entities, which contribute to sustainable development of rural areas of Colombia. In 2010, three projects were awarded prizes for contributing to the promotion of biotechnology as a stimulus to national science and technology development. In 2011, initiatives and projects related to proper management and conservation of water resources were awarded the prize.
In 2011 Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez created a think tank on Trafficking in Persons, devoted to academic research on this issue in Colombia and Latin America from a civil society perspective, in collaboration with a network of ten universities – Johns Hopkins University, Free University of Pereira, EAFIT University, Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana, Universidad de la Sabana, Javeriana University, Universidad del Rosario, Santo Tomás University, External University of Colombia, and the Autonomous University of Bucaramanga.


Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez has carried out its activities through projects funded by the Presidential Agency for Social Action and International Cooperation and the Administrative Department of Science, Technology, and Innovation (Colciencias) of the Republic of Colombia, as well as through contributions from private companies and individual donations, including Ingeniería de Vías S.A, C.I. Agrícolas Unidas S.A., Ospinas y Cía S.A., Arión Ltda., Finagro S.A., and Massive S.A., among others.

Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez submitted its application to be registered with the OAS on November 7, 2011.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez
Address:


Avenida Carrera 24 No. 39-32 





Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:


(571) 2878611 / 2872463

Fax:



(571) 2858162
E-mail address:


fundmop@gmail.com

Website:


www.fundmop.org

President:
Mariano Ospina Hernández

Date established:

July 8, 1976

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez works in the promotion of biodiversity and rural community development in Colombia.  The primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Environmental conservation and promotion of social development through science and technology research programs geared towards preserving biodiversity and capacity-building for rural areas to grow crops; and
· Prevention of trafficking in persons through the development of qualitative and quantitative research and participation in debates and forums with the public and private sectors and academia in order to influence the design of public policies in this area.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

Fundación Mariano Ospina offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Making recommendations to the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);
· Providing the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) with technical support by facilitating the exchange of information and experiences in the areas of biodiversity and water resource management, in accordance with the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development (ISP);
· Contributing to recommendations to the Permanent Council’s Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) relating to follow-up on and implementation of the recommendations and conclusions of the First and Second Meetings of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons;
· Participating in the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA); and
· Collaborating with the Department of Public Safety (DPS) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) on its programs to prevent trafficking in persons and sharing information thereon with the OAS Hemispheric Observatory on Security;

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the Secretary General of the OAS, dated November 7, 2011
· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report for 2010-2100

· Financial statements for 2010 (audited by Marina E. Palacios Manrique, Internal Auditor)
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