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IN OAS ACTIVITIES

REPORT OF THE CHAIR TRANSMITTING TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE REGARDING APPLICATIONS BY SIX CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE OAS REGISTER AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ORGANIZATION’S ACTIVITIES AND THE REMOVAL 
OF TWO CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS FROM THE OAS REGISTER 

(Pursuant to Item 6 of the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations
in OAS Activities [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)])

REPORT OF THE CHAIR TRANSMITTING TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE REGARDING APPLICATIONS BY SIX CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE OAS REGISTER AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ORGANIZATION’S ACTIVITIES AND THE REMOVAL
OF TWO CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS FROM THE OAS REGISTER 

(Pursuant to Item 6 of the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations
 in OAS Activities [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)])

I.
INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  This committee–the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)–has been charged with coordinating the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas and coordinating civil society participation in OAS activities.

In pursuance of the mandate issued in operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99), the then Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities prepared guidelines for the participation of such organizations.  These guidelines were adopted by the Permanent Council on December 15, 1999, by way of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and later endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00).

In addition, the Permanent Council, in accordance with the instructions given by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), adopted resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), containing strategies to increase and strengthen civil society participation in OAS activities.  This resolution was ratified through resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), whereby the General Assembly instructed the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the General Secretariat, in addition to the Permanent Council, to facilitate their implementation, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities.


Article 22.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council describes the functions of the CISC with regard to civil society participation as follows: 

i. To implement the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and to present to the Permanent Council such amendments as the Committee deems pertinent;

ii. To design, implement, and evaluate the necessary strategies to increase and facilitate civil society participation in OAS activities;

iii. To promote the strengthening of relations established between civil society organizations and the bodies and dependencies of the OAS within the scope of the functions conferred upon the Permanent Council by the OAS Charter; 

iv. To study matters relating to civil society participation in OAS activities that are presented to it by civil society organizations or entrusted to it by the Permanent Council or the General Assembly and to make recommendations thereon to the Permanent Council;

v. To analyze and transmit to the Permanent Council applications presented by civil society organizations to the Secretary General to participate in OAS activities.

II.
CONSIDERATION OF NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE OAS REGISTER AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ORGANIZATION’S ACTIVITIES

At its regular meeting of February 7, 2012, after listening to the recommendation of the Department of International Affairs, the Committee decided to recommend the approval of the following six civil society organizations for inclusion in the relevant OAS register:

Argentina: 

1. Fundación Convivir (CP/CISC-614/11)
Colombia
2. Organización Nacional para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos (ONALDEP) (CP/CISC-616/12)
3. Corporación Casa de la Mujer (CP/CISC-615/12)
4. Fundación Mariano Ospina Pérez (CP/CISC-617/12)
Mexico
5. Tendiendo Puentes, A.C. (CP/CISC-613/11)
Venezuela

6. Fundación Wayuunaiki (CP/CISC-618/12)
III.
ORGANIZATIONS THAT SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE OAS REGISTER 


At its regular meeting of February 7, 2012, after listening to the recommendation of the Department of International Affairs, the Committee decided to recommend the removal of the following two society organizations from the OAS register as they have ceased to exist:

1. Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL) (CP/CSC-21/00)

2. Transparencia Paraguay (CP/CISC-129/04) 

RECOMMENDATIONS

In keeping with Item 6 of the Guidelines, Article 22.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and other provisions to the same effect, I am pleased to place before the Council for consideration the Committee’s recommendation that the Council approve:
a.
The participation of the six aforementioned organizations in OAS activities and that they be entered in the OAS register of civil society organizations.

b.
The removal of the above-mentioned two civil society organizations from the OAS register due to the fact that they have ceased to exist.


Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal

Permanent Representative of Colombia

to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management

and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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