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I. INTRODUCTION

The present report concerns the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) during the 2011-2012 period, in compliance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and General Assembly of the Organization, and in the performance of the functions that the OAS Permanent Council assigned to the CISC.

II. OFFICERS

Since September 21, 2009, the date that the Republic of Colombia assumed the Chair of the Summit of the Americas, the Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS has served as the CISC’s Chair pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. Following the resignation of Ambassador Luis A. Hoyos (Chair of the CISC from September 2009 to February 2012), the CISC has been chaired by Ambassador Andrés González Díaz since March 2012.
Dr. Neil Parsan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, was elected by acclamation as Vice Chair of the CISC at the Committee’s regular meeting of March 24, 2011, in accordance with Articles 28 and 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

The Secretariat of the Permanent Council executed the functions of the CISC Secretariat and Secretariat of the Summits of the Americas, whereas the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations executed the functions of the CISC Technical Secretariat.

III. MANDATES

The mandates of the CISC concerning the Summits of the Americas process and civil society participation in OAS activities derive from Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.
Upon installing the Committee on July 13, 2011, the Permanent Council assigned the CISC the following General Assembly resolutions for its consideration and action, which had been adopted during the forty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly:

1.
AG/RES. 2633 (XLI-O/11)
“Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”;

2.
AG/RES. 2634 (XLI-O/11)
“Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain adopted during the Fifth Summit of the Americas; 
3.
AG/RES. 2635 (XLI-O/11)
“Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process.”
Furthermore, and as part of CISC responsibilities, resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” supported by the General Assembly [AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03)], and resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” instruct the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, and call on the “Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and, if appropriate, to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities.”

The Chair introduced a Work Plan (document CP/CISC-597/11 rev. 1) calculated to discharge these mandates, which the CISC approved at its meeting on October 4, 2011.

IV. ACTIVITIES

The CISC held six regular and one special meeting with civil society actors during this reporting period (2011-2012), addressing the following topics:

A. Support and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process

With respect to follow-up on the Summits mandates, the Summits Secretariat presented a report at the CISC regular meeting of December 6, 2011, concerning recent progress to support and strengthen the Summits process. That report was presented by the Executive Secretary of the Summits Secretariat, Ms. Sherry Tross.

B. Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

During this reporting period, the Committee examined 36 requests from civil society organizations to be entered into the OAS’ registry of civil society organizations. Of them, 34 were approved for forwarding to the Permanent Council. Two registered organizations were taken off the roster because they had ceased operations. The Committee also received from the Department of International Affairs the report on the participation of civil society organizations and social actors in OAS activities from January 1 to November 30, 2011 (CP/CISC-609/11).
Moreover, the Committee is currently considering the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1).

In addition, on the subject of civil society organizations that have requested registration with the OAS but whose applications not met with a consensus in the CISC, the Committee considered:
1.
The document prepared by the Department of International Affairs (in response to the request for information made at the CISC meeting of July 14, 2011): CP/CISC-591/11.
2.
The Legal Opinion of the Department of International Law on the steps to be taken within the CISC when no consensus is achieved regarding applications by civil society organizations for registration with the OAS:  CP/CISC/INF.11/11.

In accordance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2635 (XLI-O/11), on April 27, the CISC held a special roundtable session with civil society actors to take stock of civil society recommendations issued within the framework of the Ninth Civil Society Forum in Preparation for the Forty-second Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly: “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas.”

C. Ninth Civil Society Hemispheric Forum in Preparation for the Forty-second Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly:  “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas”
On April 26 and 27, 2012, civil society representatives of the Hemisphere met at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., within the framework of the Ninth Civil Society Hemispheric Forum, for the purpose of formulating recommendations in preparation for the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

The Forum was held in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 840 “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” and the mandates of the Heads of State and Government issued at the Summits of the Americas, which urge OAS member states to promote and facilitate civil society participation on hemispheric issues. Accordingly, support from the governments of the United States, Canada, Chile and the collaboration of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) made it possible for some civil society representatives of the region to participate in the Forum and to stream its activities via Internet to the countries of the Americas.

The Forum served to stimulate debate and the sharing of ideas among civil society organizations that are active participants in the inter-American agenda, representatives of the OAS member states, and of the General Secretariat. Consequently, the Forum succeeded in generating a number of specific recommendations for consideration by the member states, thereby contributing to the work of the OAS in preparation for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.

The debate included panel discussions to introduce the Forum’s topics and included several ambassadors of OAS member states, high-level officials of the General Secretariat, and civil society representatives. Panel discussions included opportunities for interesting and productive dialogue, followed up by working group breakout sessions on each topic. Special emphasis was placed on the central theme of the General Assembly, “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas,” taking into account the elements formulated to date in the Draft Declaration of Cochabamba. 

Recommendations were formulated over the two days of deliberations, especially from the efforts of the working groups:

1.
Food Security in the Americas;

2.
Democratic Governance and Food Security;

3.
Strengthening of Human Rights and Food Security.
The recommendations of the Ninth Civil Society Hemispheric Forum were published as document CP/CISC-622/12.

D. Draft Resolutions

The Chair of the CISC, in keeping with established practice, presented two draft resolutions for the consideration of the Committee, included as Annexes I and II, respectively, of this report:

· “Support for and Follow-up to the Summit of the Americas Process,” document CP/CISC-624/12 rev. 3, presented by the Chair of the CISC and approved by the Committee on May 15, 2012 (ANNEX I); and
· “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” document CP/CISC-623/12 rev. 2, presented by the Chair of the CISC and approved by the Committee on May 22, 2011 – ad referendum of the approval of the Permanent Council due to the lack of the regulatory quorum (ANNEX II).

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Regarding Summits of the Americas

The Chair expresses its satisfaction that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, through its Summits Secretariat, continues to provide support of the highest quality to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), both in terms of follow-up on the mandates issued at previous Summits of the Americas as well as preparations for the Summits of the Americas, as evidenced at the recent Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena, Colombia, from April 14 to 15, 2012.

The Chair likewise thanks the Summits Secretariat for its ongoing leadership in the work of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), for its institutional strengthening efforts with respect to coordinating the Summits of the Americas process through inter-American ministerial meetings, and for its continuing active participation with civil society and other stakeholders in the Summits process.

The Chair also acknowledges the contributions of the Summits Secretariat not only to the Summits process per se, but also to the work of the entire Organization by strengthening tools such as the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC), making it possible to facilitate virtual consultations among all stakeholders in the Summits process, and the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA), which helps the member states prepare their annual reports.

Regarding Civil Society

The Chair expresses its appreciation for the diligent efforts of the Department of International Affairs in terms of introducing and promoting initiatives to facilitate a greater level of collaboration between civil society organizations and the OAS member states, which begins with the registration of these organizations with the OAS, but continues over the period of many years of working together to help civil society execute its different areas of activity. Accordingly, we as the member states, have a duty to reaffirm the Organization’s steadfast commitment to supporting civil society participation in OAS activities.

It is therefore important to highlight the successes of the Ninth Civil Society Forum in Preparation for the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly: “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas,” thanks the coordination provided by the Department of International Affairs to said event.

As I pointed out at the Special Session with Civil Society on April 27, 2011, I believe it important to acknowledge the innumerable contributions of civil society to dialogue on the different issues that trouble our societies. Those contributions drive change because they force governments to take a closer look at the real circumstances people face.
Thus civil society is the engine of important initiatives addressing the need to ensure the proper exercise of democracy and respect for human rights, as was underscored in the dialogue of member states with civil society in the framework of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena a few weeks ago. It is worth recalling here that that Summit focused in particular on the major issues of:  1) Access to and use of information and communication technologies; 2) Poverty, inequality, and inequity; 3) Citizen security and transnational organized crime; 4) Disaster risk reduction and management; and 5) Integration of the physical infrastructure of the Americas.
We, the member states of the OAS, understand that without civil society we cannot address the multiple issues that make up the inter-American agenda, which are determined not just by the General Assembly, but also by the evident link between that Assembly and the Summits of the Americas process via the numerous ministerial-level meetings backed by the General Secretariat on a long list of topics. The purpose of those meetings is to reach decisions that are relevant for the peoples of the Americas and that, thanks to the dynamics of those ministerials, are constantly being updated in accordance with progress made and the new challenges that arise.

The active participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities for the past 13 years has served to enrich such dynamic processes as the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System, the Inter-American Convention against Discrimination for reasons of Disability, the fight against drugs, and CICAD’s own evaluation mechanism. 
As Chair of this Committee, it is my belief that we cannot afford to lose sight of the fact that organized civil society participation is vital for our work, because it is typically sustainable, articulated, prone to dialogue and informed.  It comes with the technical expertise we States need when it comes to formulating and adopting development policies.

As the Chair of this Committee of the OAS Permanent Council and as the permanent representative of Colombia, I cannot fail to thank the civil society organizations that devote their time, resources, and efforts to the well-being of our societies, as well as supporting the work of the OAS in innumerable programs and spheres of activity. Their persistence has led us to major reforms both within nations and in the sphere of multilateral relations.

Other Business

Finally, the Chair wishes to recognize the support received from the Secretariat of the CISC (Secretariat of the Permanent Council), from the Summits Secretariat, and from the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations.

Final Recommendations

This report and the draft resolutions included as annexes reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) with respect to future activities, and represent compliance with the functions assigned by the Permanent Council on July 13, 2011.

To be forwarded for the consideration of the Permanent Council.

Ambassador Luis Andrés González Díaz
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and

Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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/ 
/
SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Presented by the Chair of the CISC and approved by the CISC on May 15, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, 2005), the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009), and the Sixth Summit of the Americas (Cartagena de Indias, 2012);

RECALLING that, through resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a special committee of the Permanent Council on inter-American summits management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas and to coordinate the Organization’s preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the acknowledgment by the Third Summit of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in support of the Summits of the Americas process and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to that process, as well as the establishment of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat;

RECALLING that at Summits of the Americas, the heads of state and government have recognized the important role played by the OAS in the implementation of decisions of the Summits of the Americas and as technical secretariat of the Summits process;

RECOGNIZING the work of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), which comprises the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);

RECOGNIZING ALSO the increasing emphasis placed by the heads of state and government on the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Summits of the Americas mandates; and

RECALLING that at the ministerial meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in the framework of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly at Lima, Peru, in June 2010, the Secretary General of the OAS launched the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) as a tool for modernizing the mechanisms for dialogue among all the actors involved in the Summits process,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.

2. To renew the mandate to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas.

3. To request the CISC to present, during the third quarter of 2012 at a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), a report on the activities assigned by the Summit to the OAS, so that both bodies can take steps to ensure their inclusion, as a matter of priority, in programs to organize and formalize that mandate.

4. To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the CISC.

5. To request that the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat (SAS), continue to serve as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, advising the host country of the Summit and member states, as requested, in general on all aspects related to the Summits process, supporting follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, offering support to member states in implementing existing mandates and those of future Summits, and supporting preparatory activities and technical coordination for the next Summit of the Americas.

6. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

7. To urge member states, through the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), to report annually on the implementation and follow-up of the mandates established in the Summits of the Americas process.

8. To request the SAS to continue to report to the CISC and to the SIRG on the activities and programs being carried out in support of member states’ efforts to implement Summit mandates, and to report to the CISC on the technical input prepared by the General Secretariat of the OAS on the Summits process, including reports on inter-American ministerial meetings linked to the Summits process.

9. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), chaired by the SAS, to coordinate and promote the implementation and follow-up in JSWG institutions of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas; to hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings; and to provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the next Summit of the Americas.

10. In order to strengthen the Summits of the Americas process and its link to the inter-American ministerial meetings:

a. To urge member states to improve intersectoral coordination among ministers and authorities;

b. To instruct the SAS to keep track of ministerial meetings and provide technical guidance for member states, as requested, on ways to strengthen internal coordination on the implementation of Summit mandates; and

c. To urge countries hosting inter-American ministerial meetings to work with the SAS to ensure follow-up on relevant mandates from the Summits of the Americas and, as appropriate, to prepare for future Summits.

11. To request the General Secretariat through the SAS to provide full support to the states in following up on Summit mandates and in preparing for the next Summit of the Americas.

12. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the SAS and the member states, to promote and disseminate among the stakeholders involved in the Summits of the Americas process the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas, so that they may contribute to their implementation.

13. To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the SAS, to continue to explore and implement in the Summits of the Americas process methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in that process, through the use of the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) and other information and communication technologies.

14. To request the SAS to continue working with member states on the implementation and follow-up of Summit mandates, including promotion and training on the use of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA).

15. To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.

16. To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the SAS by providing it with the human and financial resources to fulfill its function as technical secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process efficiently and effectively.

17. That execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.

18. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

FOOTNOTES

1. … without prejudice to the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as applicable.

2. … are inappropriate in that during that event, the Heads of State and Government were unable to address or adopt the Political Declaration that included the solidarity will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean for the sister Republic of Cuba to participate unconditionally and on footing of sovereign equality at that forum. We reaffirm that a “Summit of the Americas” cannot be held without Cuba’s presence. The mandates and operative paragraphs of the thematic axes were a part of the Political Declaration and, since the latter was not approved, neither were the former; for that reason, Nicaragua is in disagreement with the making of references to those documents and mandates that were not approved.
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/ 
/
INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Presented by the Chair of the CISC and approved by the CISC on May 22, 2012 –

ad referendum of approval by the Permanent Council owing to the absence of a quorum)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2635 (XLI-O/11), “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”;

RECALLING that participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) should take place in a context of close collaboration among the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States and resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and other social actors and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and that through resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States,” the ministers of foreign affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the OAS;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the pivotal role the OAS plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;

UNDERSCORING that, in paragraph 94 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government committed “to continue encouraging the participation of our peoples, through the engagement of our citizens, communities and civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programmes, by providing technical and financial assistance, as appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the inter-American system”;


RECOGNIZING the efforts made by the host country to facilitate the participation of civil society and social actors in the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on April 14 and 15, 2012;
RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2633 (XLI-O/11), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation;


CONSIDERING that Articles 6 and 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter state, respectively, that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development.  This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy.  Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy” and that “[t]he OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;

NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), for the purpose of supporting participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activites, for consideration by the member states;

RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in consolidating democracy in all member states; and 

NOTING ALSO:

The contributions and recommendations suggested by civil society organizations and other social actors, including the Dialogue “Strengthening Partnerships for Prosperity: A Government and Social Actor Dialogue,” which took place on April 13, 2012, in the framework of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, as well as the contributions that they provide in the follow-up to implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas process; and 
The recommendations of the IX Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society and Social Actors, held in Washington, D.C., on April 26 and 27, 2012, on the theme of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, “Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas,” and the priorities on the inter-American agenda, as well as the Special Session with Civil Society and Social Actors of the CISC on strengthening dialogue with civil society organizations, held on April 27, 2012, 

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment and will of the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process.
2. To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”

3.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities undertaken by the OAS as a result of the Summits of the Americas process, as well as efforts by the member states to foster said participation.

4. To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

5.
To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among the heads of delegation of the member states, the Secretary General, and the representatives of civil society organizations.
6. To continue to urge member states to:

a. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and in the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and

b. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

7. To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society and other social actors, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.

8. To recognize the efforts of the Plurinational State of Bolivia as host country of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations and social actors to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.
9. To instruct the member states to continue, in the framework of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, analyzing the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1) with a view to completing it; and to request the Permanent Council to consider the final draft in order to promote a coordinated approach that facilitates civil society participation in OAS activities.
10. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, integrate, and incorporate civil society input and advocacy.
11. To request the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council before the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES

1. … without prejudice to the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as applicable.

2. … are inappropriate in that during that event, the Heads of State and Government were unable to address or adopt the Political Declaration that included the solidarity will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean for the sister Republic of Cuba to participate unconditionally and on footing of sovereign equality at that forum. We reaffirm that a “Summit of the Americas” cannot be held without Cuba’s presence. The mandates and operative paragraphs of the thematic axes were a part of the Political Declaration and, since the latter was not approved, neither were the former; for that reason, Nicaragua is in disagreement with the making of references to those documents and mandates that were not approved.
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�.	The Republic of Ecuador formulates an express reservation regarding the references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, … 





�.	The Government of Nicaragua believes that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the call for the strengthening of what is known as the “Summit of the Americas” …
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�.	 The Government of Nicaragua believes that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the call for the strengthening of what is known as the “Summit of the Americas” …





