PAGE  


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-628/12



14 August 2012


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 


IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION PRESENTED PURSUANT TO ITEM 6

OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

[Instituto de Estudos da Religião]
ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY Instituto de Estudos da Religião
TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Instituto de Estudos da Religião.
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Instituto de Estudos da Religião in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

The Instituto de Estudos da Religião (ISER) is a nonprofit civil society institution founded on June 24, 1970 as the Instituto Superior de Estudos Teológicos (ISET).  It changed its name to Instituto de Estudos da Religião on May 28, 1971. Its mission is to advance human rights and democracy through programs aimed at reducing social inequalities and encouraging respect for cultural and religious diversity.
ISER's activities center on three main lines of action:  1) Violence, public security, and conflict resolution; 2) religion in the public sphere; and, 3) society and sustainable development. In the area of violence and public security, ISER seeks to improve access to justice for the community, develop alternative conflict resolution mechanisms, and stimulate debate on issues connected with human rights and citizenship. In 2011, it provided approximately 4,500 free legal consultations for victims of human rights violations. It also held one-day training events on human rights in 12 Brazilian state capitals. 

Since 2010 it has organized 32 one-day training events, which have drawn more than 2,560 participants and addressed issues such as a systemic vision of violence; police and citizenry; quality of life and public security; and historical memory, as part of the Program of the Department of Education and Professional Values (DEPAID). ISER represents the victims in two petitions lodged with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR):  Favela Nova Brasilia Case (11.694) and Evandro de Oliveira et al, Case (11.566), which concern police violence that occurred in the 1990s. 

Through the Education and Accountability Service for Male Perpetrators of Gender Violence (SERH)” ISER seeks to prevent and reduce violence against women, raise public awareness, and encourage debate on this issue. In 2011, the SERH worked with 1,207 men, who attended discussion groups that came together at four regular meetings. It also established a link to the First Special Court for Domestic Violence against Women in Rio De Janeiro and held joint monthly meetings of the women's assistance network. In the area of human rights, the Human Rights Defenders Protection Program offers assistance to members of grassroots movements who find themselves in situations of risk or vulnerability as a result of their role as human rights defenders, and provides them with medical assistance, psychological counseling, and shelter. 

ISER also works with youth to prevent them from becoming involved in criminal activities, drug trafficking or substance abuse through programs such as “Design and Art,” “Peace Correspondents,” and “Basic Computer Training.” These programs contribute to the education and holistic development of children and youth.
Between 2009 and 2011, ISER held a training course that delivered 180 hours of instruction to 77 public security professionals, in particular municipal guards and military police located in Juruti. One result of this was a Review of Violence and Insecurity in Juruti. It also carries out research on security issues in the region. It is part of the International Observatory of Violence and Drug Trafficking (OBIVAN), which carries out quantitative research that tracks the development of armed conflicts that have evolved over the past 10 years in Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City, and Bogotá, as well as fostering public policy debate on the issue in those cities. In 2010 it launched a community justice program in five locations aimed at strengthening the Brazilian justice system as part of an agreement between the Secretariat for Judicial Reform (SRJ) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). ISER is the Brazil coordinator for “Active Democracy,” a network that follows up on the implementation of Summits of the Americas mandates.
With regard to its second main line of action, ISER carries out research on religion in the public sphere; organizes events, such as meetings of religious leaders on climate change and activities with youth to highlight the memory of the participation of Brazilian Christian youth in the 1950s and 1960s; screens documentaries in the region's schools; and donates books to public libraries. Lastly, in the area of society and sustainable development, it implements projects that promote corporate social responsibility by companies such as ALCOA and Petrobras, legitimate carbon production, and sustainable development policies for improving quality of life for the local community.
ISER finances its activities with contributions from Balcão de Direitos, Resende Municipal Prefecture, National Socioeducational Assistance System (SINASE), the Human Rights Defenders Protection Program (PPDDH) of the Constitution and Justice Committee (CCJ), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Cia Suzano de Papel e Celulose, C&A, ALCOA, Libra Terminal Rio S/A, Carioca Filmes, Entre Atos Agencia Cultural, the International Observatory of Drug-related Violence (OBIVAN), the Christian Church, Fundacão Roberto Marinho, Viva Río, and Viva Comunidade.
ISER submitted its application on September 26, 2011.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:

Instituto de Estudos da Religião (ISER)
Address:
Ladeira da Glória, 67. Glória


Rio de Janeiro


Brazil

Telephone:


(55) 21 2555-3782

Fax:
(55) 21 2558-3764

E-mail address:
iser@iser.org.br

Website:


www.iser.org.br

Chair:



Helio Raymundo Santos Silva

Executive Secretary:

Pedro Strozenberg

Date established: 

June 24, 1970

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

ISER promotes protection of human rights and strengthening of democracy through research and education programs aimed at preventing violence against women and among youth. Among the activities carried out by ISER that could be of interest to the OAS are the following:
· Promotion and protection of the human rights of vulnerable groups through implementation of education courses to make the public aware of their rights and obligations;

· Prevention of violence against women, children, and youth; and provision of free legal and medical assistance for victims of human rights violations;

· Influencing public policy through research on causes of violence and on religion in policies; 

· Cooperation with civil society organizations to strengthen public security entities by incorporating a human-rights perspective; and

· Monitoring and follow-up on implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas through its work in the Active Democracy Network.

4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Instituto de Estudos da Religião would like to work with the OAS in the following areas:

· Dissemination of the values and principles contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
· Working with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to follow up on implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.” 

· Dissemination of the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, as well as sharing information with the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Women on the situation of gender-related human rights in the region; 

· Offer recommendations to the Permanent Council’s Committee on Hemispheric Security.

· Contribute to the work of the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (DSP/SMS) through collection and analysis of information on violence factors and violent areas, as well as designing strategies to combat armed violence and drug trafficking, thus promoting multidimensional security; and

· Work with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) on initiatives to prevent violence among youth.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated September 26, 2011 

· Constitution

· Statutes 

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual Activities Report, 2009-2011

· Financial statements 2010 and 2011 (audited by Angela Dias Da Silva, Public Accountant – CRC-RJ 058127-0)
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