PAGE  


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

CP/CISC-630/12




15 August 2012

COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish


AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION PRESENTED PURSUANT 
TO ITEM 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[Fundación Arco Iris Siglo XXI (FUNDARIS)]
ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY FUNDACIÓN ARCO IRIS SIGLO XXI (FUNDARIS) 
TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Fundación Arco Iris Siglo XXI (FUNDARIS).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document includes a summary and list of the documentation presented by Fundación Arco Iris Siglo XXI (FUNDARIS) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background


Fundación Arco Iris Siglo XXI (FUNDARIS) is a nonprofit organization founded on March 16, 2000, in Buenaventura, Colombia, to promote integral development, with special emphasis on addressing the needs of vulnerable groups, such as people of African descent, displaced persons, indigenous peoples, and women.  The organization also promotes gender equity and gender mainstreaming in public policy-making, and access to food and education for children and youth, by conducting workshops and educational programs.


In 2011, FUNDARIS provided support to seven highly vulnerable educational institutions in the District of Buenaventura, providing assistance at the pre-school and initial primary levels to 700 children through activities complementing their education, and training to 100 displaced women on food preparation and handling. Additionally, with support from the National Learning Service (SENA), it imparted the “Rights and Income-generating Business Initiatives” training program for men and women heads of household, to whose children it provides academic support. 

In the area of food and health access, FUNDARIS implemented the “Health Day” program, benefiting 591 children in schools located in vulnerable areas at high risk of malnutrition.  In the framework of that program, FUNDARIS measured children’s height and weight for record-keeping purposes; parents’ workshops on child supervision, protection, and care; and instructional activities for teachers in those schools on health care and good cleanliness and hygiene habits.

FUNDARIS has implemented the “Institutional-building for Community Councils of the Afro-descendant and Indigenous Communities of the Anchicaya River Basin” program to strengthen agricultural and agroforestry production in those communities.  Through the program, it provided agricultural supplies to the different participating communities for sowing on small-holdings, as well as support for clearing activities and planting timber-yielding and fruit trees.  Additionally, FUNDARIS conducted the “Comprehensive Solid Waste Management” program in Juanchaco and Ladrilleros coastal areas, in Buenaventura, to promote environmental protection and tourism.  With support from the National Navy and the company Aseo, it conducted different waste cleanup and collection days by sea with participation by local communities.


FUNDARIS works in conjunction with the Women’s Social and Political Movement and the Committee on Displaced Women to coordinate actions to impact and strengthen women’s rights at the national level.  In fulfillment of that objective, with the above-mentioned organizations, it conducts awareness and training programs that promote women’s participation in the design and implementation of public anti-poverty programs.


FUNDARIS finances its activities from income obtained under partnership agreements concluded with the District Government of Buenaventura, the Autonomous Regional Corporation of Valle del Cauca (CVC), the Santa Rosa Educational Corporation, and the Manos Amigas por Colombia Foundation. 
FUNDARIS submitted its application for registration with the OAS on May 31, 2012. 

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:
Fundación Arco Iris Siglo XXI (FUNDARIS)
Address:
Centro Comercial Bellavista, Nivel 3, Oficina 151

Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca

Colombia
Telephone:
(092) 244-1804 / (316) 445-8327
E-mail address:
fundaris21@hotmail.com
President:
Lilian Mercedes García Hurtado

Legal representative:
Consuelo Hurtado Minotta
Date established: 
March 16, 2000
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
FUNDARIS promotes the integral development of vulnerable groups by conducting programs and workshops to build their capacity to exercise their rights and promote their well-being.  The following activities of the organization bear some relation to the work of the OAS:

· Conducting research on the situation and living conditions of vulnerable groups to provide input for formulating policies to promote the exercise and full recognition of their rights and promote their social and political inclusion; 

· Designing and implementing programs that promote access to education by children and youth and food security among vulnerable groups; 
· Promoting participation by women in decision-making processes by designing and holding workshops to build women’s leadership capacities and strengthen education and training for women leaders; and 

· Promoting comprehensive waste management in coastal tourism areas by conducting information and awareness campaigns and training workshops to promote environmental protection among the public.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS 

Contributions already made by the organization and that may be of interest to the OAS include:

· Offering support to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its mission to promote and protect women’s rights and gender equity;
· Offering support for the activities of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), especially the Rapporteurships on the Rights of Women, the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Rights of the Child, and the Rights of Afro-descendants and against Racial Discrimination, to promote and protect the human rights of those groups;

· Offering support for the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) in implementing its Action Plan 2011-2015 and its mission to contribute to the development of public policies which will guarantee the promotion, protection, and enjoyment of child rights in OAS member states;
· Offering support for the work of the Permanent Council in following up on and implementing the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”; and of the OAS member states in following up on and implementing the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2716 (XLII-O/12), “Internally Displaced Persons”;
· Offering technical assistance to the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in its initiatives to ensure access to education by children and youth, promote early childhood development, and contribute to teacher training and professional development; and
· Offering assistance to the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) of SEDI in its environmental conservation, good environmental governance, and biodiversity programs.

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated May 31, 2012 

· Articles of incorporation
· By-laws 
· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report for 2011 (signed by Maribel Hurtado Rodríguez, C.P.A., and Consuelo Hurtado Minotta, FUNDARIS Legal Representative).
· Financial statements for 2010
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