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ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION BY COLOMBIA DIVERSA 

TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Colombia Diversa (Diverse Colombia). 

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Colombia Diversa.
1. Background


Colombia Diversa is a nonprofit organization established on January 2, 2004, in Bogotá, Colombia, with the mission of promoting diversity, full inclusion, respect for all rights, the recognition of and participation by lesbian, gay, bisexual, cross-dressing, transsexual, transgender, and intersexual persons (LGBTTTI) in the economic, social, political, and cultural arenas.

Colombia Diversa is made up of persons of various sexes and sexual orientations, activists, volunteers, and professionals, who carry out investigations and strategic partnerships to influence government policies.  The organization belongs to the Coalition of LGBTTTI Organizations of Latin America and the Caribbean, a network of civil society organizations from over 20 countries, presenting the human rights situation of persons of different sexual orientation in Colombia.

Colombia Diversa has written reports on the human rights of the LGBT population in Colombia (2004-2005, 2006-2007, and 2008-2009), which include reports and cases of violations of those rights (homicides, police abuse, prison conditions, armed conflict), and the evolution of legislative achievements and government policies relating to equal rights (political, economic, social, and cultural).  These reports serve as a reference on the human rights of the LGBTTTI population, for both social organizations and state entities.

At the international level, Colombia Diversa has also delivered reports to diplomatic missions (United States, Germany, Sweden, and The Netherlands) and to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Colombia, and to United Nations special rapporteurs and working groups and has addressed the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women together with the International Lesbian and Gay Association.

Colombia Diversa also has written amicus curiae briefs for cases submitted to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, drawing upon data that support their reports and worked on the cases of Karen Atala and daughters v. Chile, in which she was separated from her daughters because of her sexual orientation; Martha Álvarez v. Colombia, on discrimination against a lesbian woman in jail; and the case of Ángel Alberto Duque v. Colombia, involving pensions.

Colombia Diversa has led advocacy campaigns, both in the Supreme Court of Justice and in the Congress of the Republic, which have helped it to influence the amendment of various provisions of the Colombian legal system, through actions for protection of constitutional rights, mostly in support of marital union for same-sex persons (judgment C-075 of 2007); to allow such persons to receive the pension of the deceased partner (judgment C-336 of 2008); to allow them to form a family (judgment C-577 of 2011); and in support of the rights of women in prison (judgment T-062 of 2011).  It has also conducted campaigns to achieve the passage of laws on social security and property rights for same sex partners.  And it monitored the process of formulating the LGBTI public policy of Bogotá.

In terms of legal action, in 2011 Colombia Diversa represented Chandler Burr, a journalist from the United States of America, from whose custody the Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar (Colombian Family Welfare Institute, ICBF) took his children because he expressed his sexual orientation. Through an administrative action against the ICBF, the organization succeeded in having the children returned to the custody of their adoptive father.

In order to advocate for the rights of LGBTTTI persons and publicize their manifestos, Colombia Diversa has produced various flyers, pamphlets, and primers, including “Where is the difference?” on handling the issue of sexual diversity at school; and “The same rights with the same names,” as material to educate government employees on the recognized rights of same-sex partners.  It has also conducted training projects in schools, targeting fathers, mothers, teachers, and students (For Schools Free of discrimination in the Chapinero Community) and Bogotá administrative staff, using workshops on the rights of same-sex partners, in collaboration with state entities.

Colombia Diversa has also mobilized citizens and engaged in non-legislative advocacy, using social networks to promote its campaigns and to educate the LGBT community about recognized individual and partner rights and about mechanisms to effectively exercise them.  In this area, Colombia Diversa operates a media observatory that identifies the major news stories of 2011 concerning the LGBT population, as well as stories on the granting of civil matrimony or adoption rights, international resolutions, and current political issues, among others. The organization was cited as a primary source or mentioned in over 100 periodical articles and radio and television spots.

Colombia Diversa finances its activities through personal donations from individuals in Colombia and abroad, as well as from the following public organizations and entities:  Diakonia, US Agency for International Development (USAID) Human Rights Program, Lesbian Foundation for Justice (ASTRAEA), Chapinero City Hall Local Fund, CHR/Divulgar, Medellin City Hall Secretariat of Education, Fondo de Acciones Urgentes, and UNESCO. 
Colombia Diversa submitted its application to the OAS in April 2012.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:
Colombia Diversa
Address: 
Calle 30ª #6-22 Oficina 1102
Bogotá D.C., Colombia
Telephone:
+ (571) 483 12 37
Fax: 
+ (571) 288 03 93
E-mail address:
info@colombiadiversa.org
Website: 
www.colombiadiversa.org

Executive Director:
Marcela Sánchez Buitrago
Date established: 
January 2, 2004
3. Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Colombia Diversa is engaged in defending the rights of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI community) in Colombia. The CSO’s main areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include: 
· Promoting human rights and eradication of all forms of gender and/or sexual orientation-based discrimination and intolerance, through public awareness campaigns to educate the public about sexual diversity and gender expression and raising awareness of government officials in this area;
· Influencing the formulation of public policies to promote the exercise and full recognition of the human rights of LGBTI persons through citizen mobilization as well as advocacy, using legal action to recognize the rights of this population;
· Documenting acts of discrimination and human rights violations motivated by gender identity and expression, through human rights reports in the area of LGBTI; and

· Strengthening partnerships with other civil society organizations and movements defending sexual diversity, human rights, and social justice through meetings aimed at facilitating the sharing of experiences at the national and regional levels.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
Colombia Diversa is proposing to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Contributing recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), in cooperation with the Department of International Law, Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA);
· Collaborating with the Commission of Women (CIM) by providing information on the status of gender rights-related issues in Colombia;

· Sharing its reports on the human rights of the LGBTI population in Colombia with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Unit for the Rights of Lesbians, Gays and Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI), in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12), “Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity” and contributing to the work of the IACHR’s Rapporteurship on Human Rights Defenders;
· Submitting amicus curiae briefs to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights as reference material on cases related to its areas of competence; and 
· Supporting education and information on the human rights of the region’s LGBTI population, in collaboration with the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR) by providing input related to acts that violate the human rights of the sexually diverse population, for preparation of the Inter-American Report on human rights education, done by the IIHR annually since 2002.


5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, April 2012
· Articles of Incorporation 
· Statutes
· Institutional mission statement
· Activities Report 2011
· 2011Financial statements (signed by Marcela Sánchez, Executive Director of Colombia Diversa and Sandra P. Peñuela, Public Accountant)
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