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I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

At its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12) “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” through which it resolved:

"To request the CISC to present, during third quarter 2012, a report on the activities assigned by the Summit to the OAS during a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), so that both bodies can take steps to ensure their inclusion, as a matter of priority, in the Organization's programs and to formalize that mandate."

Pursuant to that mandate, this report, which highlights the mandates approved during the Sixth Summit of the Americas held in Cartagena, Colombia, in April 2012, and their relation to OAS activities, is hereby submitted for the consideration of the member states. 

II. MANDATES ARISING FROM THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

During the Sixth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and of Government of the Americas undertook to advance a series of mandates related to the five thematic areas of the Summit: integration of physical infrastructure in the Americas; poverty, inequality, and inequity; disaster risk reduction and management; access to and use of information and communication technologies; and citizen security and transnational organized crime. The mandates approved during the Sixth Summit are to be found in document l document CA-VI/doc.6/12 Rev.2. 

In addition to the mandates related to the thematic areas, during the statement by the President of Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos Calderón, at the end of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, the OAS was entrusted with the task of analyzing the results of current anti-drug policy in the Americas and exploring new approaches aimed at strengthening that struggle and making it more effective (document CA-VI/DP-1/12).

III. OAS WORK IN CONNECTION WITH THE MANDATES OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT

a. Study on the drugs issue

Since the Summit, the OAS has been looking into ways to conduct the study mandated by the Heads of State and Government. The idea is to prepare an analytical and exhaustive report on policies being implemented in the Americas, underlining strengths, successes, weaknesses, and current and future challenges. Thus, the conclusions of the analytical report will form the basis for a report on scenarios, which will form the core of a rigorous and strategic dialogue and establish a complete catalogue of options. 

The OAS General Secretariat has been working on the terms of reference for the report and has established a Technical Unit, headed by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), to draw up the report and, to that end, to establish a work plan and execution schedule. The Technical Secretariat will coordinate all contributions to the process by entities such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), and the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF).

b. Mandates arising from the Sixth Summit

In the months that have elapsed since the Sixth Summit, the Summits Secretariat has been working on the implementation and follow-up phase of the Summits process. That phase is comprehensive and of vital importance for the process since it affords us an opportunity to demonstrate to the citizens of the Americas that the decisions taken by our Heads of State and Government are translated into actual programs benefiting our countries. 

Following is a list of the mandates arising from the Sixth Summit that fall within the main pillars, activities, and programs of the OAS.

INTEGRATION OF PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE AMERICAS

5.
To promote and/or optimize electrical interconnection and foster the development of renewable energy generation in the Americas.
6.
To encourage the transfer of available technologies in energy under voluntary and mutually agreed terms, as well as the exchange of best practices.

7.
To foster increased connection of telecommunication networks in general, including fiber optic and broadband, among the region’s countries, as well as international connections, to improve connectivity, increase the dynamism of communications between the nations of the Americas, as well as reduce international data transmission costs, and, thus, promote access, connectivity, and convergent services to all social sectors in the Americas.

	Mandates regarding: 

· electrical interconnection and renewable energy generation; 

· technology transfer and the exchange of best practices;

· facilitating increased connection of telecommunication networks.




POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND INEQUITY

1.
To promote and encourage comprehensive, timely, and quality public policies on:   

a.
Early childhood care, education, and development.  

b.
Protecting children from economic exploitation and from any tasks that may interfere with their education and integral development, according to the principle of the effective abolition of child labor, which is contained in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (1998); as well as preventing and eradicating the worst forms of child labor according to Convention 182 of the ILO (1999).  

c.
Raising awareness about the adverse effects of adolescent pregnancies on the integral development of the adolescent and their offspring, as well as fostering their health and well-being.  

2.
To combat poverty, extreme poverty, hunger, inequality, inequity, and social exclusion through public policies that promote decent, dignified, and productive work; sustained economic growth; income growth; and access to comprehensive and quality education, health care, and housing, in order to achieve sustainable development with social justice in the Americas. 

3.
To ensure equal access to primary and secondary education for all, to promote improvement in the quality of education at all levels, increased access to tertiary, technical, and vocational education, as soon as possible, with particular attention to vulnerable groups and those with special education needs, using, inter alia, the modality of distance learning, and to promote strengthening of literacy programs.

4.
To foster greater international exchange of students, in order to provide them with the greatest possible learning opportunities.  

6.
To deepen inter-American cooperation in the area of development and social protection with a view to strengthening human and institutional capacity-building efforts, and generating a skilled workforce, with a gender perspective and giving attention to vulnerable groups. 

7.
To promote economic growth with equity and social inclusion by strengthening cooperatives, micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, including cultural industries, in addition to grassroots economic initiatives and other production units, innovation, and competitiveness in the countries of the Americas.  

8.
To strengthen public-private partnerships, and partnerships with all stakeholders, to promote the reduction of poverty and inequality as well as the economic and social development of the communities in which they operate.

10.
To reaffirm our support for the objectives set out in the Declaration of the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and its Plan of Action, by promoting equal opportunity for, and nondiscrimination of, persons with disabilities through their participation in our countries’ social, political, economic, and cultural development processes, in order to ensure their well-being and the full enjoyment and exercise of  all their human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

11.
To advance in strengthening the protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of older persons through promotion of public policies, programs, and services, thus safeguarding their dignity, their physical, mental and social well-being, and their quality of life, bearing in mind efforts underway at the inter-American level to draft a legally binding instrument for the protection of the rights of older persons and consideration of the issue at the international level.  

12.
To develop comprehensive public policies, as appropriate, to strengthen social inclusion of migrants in a bid to overcome marginalization, victimization, and poverty and, regardless of their immigration status, protect their human rights.

14.
To take specific steps to improve access to quality education for girls, especially in rural areas, as well as promoting improved capacities of schools, teachers, civil society, and communities to reduce the barriers to regular attendance for women and girls.  

16.
To develop and strengthen, as appropriate, strategies and policies on youth employment, as well as to promote technical and vocational education and training opportunities in order to improve and increase the entry of young people into the labor market, the quality and stability of their jobs, as well as their social protection.  

	Mandates regarding:

· early childhood development, prevention of child labor, and prevention of pregnancies in adolescents; 

· public policies (on labor, education, economic development, health, and housing) to combat poverty and social exclusion; 

· access to education at all levels and the fostering of international student exchanges;

· cooperation on social protection; 

· economic growth through cooperatives, MSMSEs, grassroots economic initiatives, innovation, and competitiveness; 

· the strengthening of public-private partnerships and partnerships with other stakeholders; 

· protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, older persons, and migrants; 

· increasing girls' access to education; and boosting youth employment strategies. 


DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND MANAGEMENT

2.
To prioritize the allocation of resources and the design of financial protection strategies, as appropriate, aimed at mitigating the social, economic, and environmental impact of disasters, with support from, inter alia, subregional, regional, and international financial institutions. 

3.
To strengthen our institutional platforms for disaster risk management, in collaboration with subregional, regional, and international mechanisms, through strategies of mutual assistance and partnership, in order to facilitate joint research, the exchange of knowledge, information, best practices, lessons learned in this area, and technology transfer under mutually agreed terms.   

4.
To strengthen regional and subregional instruments as well as existing initiatives in the area of disaster risk reduction and management and humanitarian assistance as well as coordination and cooperation mechanisms to generate synergies, underscoring the importance of coordination.  

6.
To designate, where needed, and support, where already in existence, national and institutional focal points to promote more-efficient coordination among agencies of the inter-American system, international and regional organizations and entities, and subregional mechanisms, and to promote the use of on-line tools in this context, in order to bring a more rapid and effective response to disasters and catastrophes.  

	Mandates regarding:

· the allocation of resources for disaster impact mitigation;

· the strengthening of institutional platforms for disaster risk management;

· the strengthening of regional and subregional instruments for disaster risk reduction and management and humanitarian assistance;

· the appointment/strengthening of national focal points.




ACCESS TO AND USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES 

1.
To foster participation and collaboration between the public and private sectors, social actors and communities to promote initiatives, in accordance with corresponding domestic legal frameworks, which enable our educational centers and health facilities, including in remote and rural areas, to enjoy equitable and affordable access to, and use of, expanded broadband, information and communication technologies (ICTs), and computers.
2.
To promote and establish, as appropriate, programs to encourage the training of teachers for the inclusion and effective use of ICTs in education, and for the production and sharing of relevant educational materials in each country.
4.
To promote the development, coordination, and implementation of strategies and projects, as appropriate, for expanding access to, and use of, ICTs with the support and participation of international organizations, the private sector, social actors, and communities, in order to achieve greater social inclusion and improve the quality of life of our peoples. 

5.
To promote and support, as appropriate, initiatives that expand the contribution of ICTs to innovation, entrepreneurship, productivity, competitiveness, the emergence of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, and economic growth, within the framework of sustainable development. 

6.
6.
To strengthen our efforts to make government affairs more transparent and accountable by supporting ICT initiatives and projects that enhance citizen engagement and provide capacity building for the creation, accessibility, and sharing of on-line information and knowledge, as permitted by law. 

7.
To promote transparency, accountability, and anti-corruption initiatives in the private sector, with the support of ICT programs, activities, and projects, as appropriate, to improve the capacity of stakeholders to participate and access information, as permitted by law.

	Mandates regarding:

· the fostering of participation by all sectors in efforts to promote access to ICTs and broadband in educational and health establishments;

· the promotion of teacher training programs using ICTs;

· increased access to and use of ICTs;

· increased contributions of ICTs to innovation, entrepreneurship, productivity, and competitiveness;

· increased transparency and accountability in government affairs with the help of ICTs;

· efforts to promote transparency and the fight against corruption with the help of ICTs.




CITIZEN SECURITY AND TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME

1.
To strengthen and promote bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation to prevent and combat violence, corruption, and transnational organized crime in all its forms and manifestations, and to promote institutional strengthening and, where applicable,  rehabilitation and social reintegration, within the framework of the international conventions and instruments in force, with full respect for the rule of law, domestic and international law, and human rights, and, to that end, call upon all citizens to participate and lend their support. 

2.
To continue implementing comprehensive policies, strategies, and actions that seek to prevent crime and insecurity, taking into account links between security and development, as well as to address all causes of violence and promote peaceful coexistence and resolution of disputes among citizens, with special attention to youth and other vulnerable groups.  

3.
To implement policies containing measures to prevent, investigate, punish, penalize, and eradicate sexual and gender based violence.  

4.
To improve the effectiveness and efficiency of comprehensive public policies on citizen security through actions such as the generation and use of relevant and timely information and the strengthening of the capacity and coordination of institutions that participate in the management of citizen security.  

5.
To strengthen the system of hemispheric cooperation to prevent and combat transnational organized crime, taking into consideration the economic purpose associated with this phenomenon, through mechanisms that support the strengthening of the necessary national capacities, as appropriate, to confront these threats in a concerted manner, taking advantage of experiences and available resources from existing networks, bodies, and mechanisms, in accordance with international and domestic law.  

6.
To strengthen the administration of public security by governmental agencies through promotion of citizen and community participation, institutional coordination, and training and education of civilian and police personnel, with full respect for the rule of law, domestic law, gender equality, and human rights.  

7.
To promote and strengthen citizen and community participation in the promotion and sustainability of citizen security policies and programs.    

8.
To implement public policies in the realm of citizen security that make the human being their primary focus, within a framework of democratic order, the rule of law, and observance of human rights.  

9.
To strengthen our efforts to prevent and fight the smuggling of migrants and trafficking of persons, particularly of women, children and adolescents, and to promote cooperation among states to that end, respecting and fully protecting their human rights.

	Mandates regarding:

· stronger cooperation on security, organized crime, and corruption issues and institution-building;

· ongoing implementation of comprehensive crime and violence prevention policies;

· the implementation of policies to prevent violence against women;

· ways to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of public policies by using relevant information and reinforcing institutions;

· the strengthening of hemispheric cooperation to combat transnational organized crime;

· the education and training of civilian and police personnel and improved coordination among institutions;

· the promotion of citizen and community participation;

· efforts to prevent and combat the smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons. 




c. Programs and specific actions carried out by the OAS in connection with the mandates of the Sixth Summit.

The OAS is currently already carrying out numerous programs and specific projects addressing the mandates arising out of the Summits of the Americas. Following is a list of just some of those programs.
/ 
· Programs and activities of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

Inter-American Social Protection Network – The Inter-American Social Protection Network (RIPSO) is a "community of practice" (or collective learning forum) made up of social development ministries and national agencies in cooperation with international organizations, nongovernmental organizations, the private sector, and academia to promote the exchange and transfer of experiences and knowledge of social protection.

Scholarships Program of the OAS and Leo S. Rowe Fund – Award scholarships every year for M.A. and doctoral studies, and research. There is also a program that awards scholarships for the last two years of university studies to the citizens and residents of the English-speaking Caribbean member states . Through its Partnerships Program for Education and Training (PAEC), the OAS provides additional opportunities for scholarships for academic studies, with the support of its partner institutions in the Americas and around the globe. The Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund helps finance studies and research in the United States for individuals from OAS member states by providing interest-free loans.

Meta-Portal of Open Educational Resources – The Educational Portal of the Americas has begun setting in motion a Meta-Portal and Learning Community on open educational contents and tools. In this first phase, the Portal is convening institutions in the region that currently work on OERs and that are interested in being part of this initiative. 

Promoting the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Follow-up to the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities, adopted in June 2007, in which the member states undertook to adopt, gradually and over a reasonable period of time, administrative, legislative, and judicial measures and the necessary public policies for placing persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others.
Promoting the Human Rights of Older Persons – The Department of Social Development and Employment serves as the technical secretariat of the working group of the Permanent Council on Protection of the Human Rights of Older persons, in close coordination with institutions with recognized expertise in this field, such as ECLAC, PAHO, and the United Nations. Parallel to that, the DSDE engages in activities promoting the issue in the Hemisphere and assists negotiations of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons by conducting consultations with civil society.

· Programs and activities of the Secretariat for Political Affairs

MuNet e-Government – The idea behind MuNet is that municipalities can expedite their achievement of greater efficiency and transparency by using information and communication technologies (ICTs), and that attaining certain minimum levels of  efficiency and transparency in municipal operations is a prerequisite for the advancement of the inhabitants of any municipality

Inter-American Network on Government Procurement (RICG) – The objective of the RICG is to generate and maintain opportunities for reflection, mutual knowledge, supportive technical cooperation, training and exchange of experiences between the institutions that integrate the Network, aimed at contributing to the enhancement of government procurement practices in the region, and to establish ties between governments, civil society organizations related to public sector procurement, and international organizations.

Virtual Campus – The OAS Virtual Campus program provides on-line training courses for civil servants in the Americas. These courses are taught in coordination with thematic areas of the OAS and seek to offer practical tools for thousands of the region's civil servants, by developing and implementing projects and policies designed to strengthen human and institutional capacity and thereby contribute to effective public management and to the development and enhancement of democratic governance.
· Programs and activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

Inter-American Police Training Program (PICAP) – This program seeks to promote tools for the control and prevention of crime and violence through the transfer of experiences, the exchange of information and analysis of the police actions of the countries pertaining to the inter-American system.
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Program – This program seeks to facilitate the exchange of information, provide training, and promote policies to combat trafficking in persons, in such a way as to assist member states' efforts to prevent and fight trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and younger children.
· Programs and activities of other organs, agencies, and entities

· Young Americas Business Trust (YABT)

Innovation/Entrepreneurship among Young People  – Joint program with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to support entrepreneurship and development among youth members and associate members of CARICOM. 

Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas (TIC Americas) – TIC Americas is a program that awards prizes to innovative businesses and expedites the incorporation into the market of young entrepreneurs of the Americas.
· Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

CITEL conducts programs relating to promotion of training courses on information and communication technologies. CITEL carries out activities designed to develop and implement a tele-health training program for students and health workers in the region, the idea being to improve connectivity and the exchange of knowledge among health professionals and institutions in the region.
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�.	The list of programs included in this section is not exhaustive. It will be updated and supplemented as soon as the relevant information is received. 





