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REPORT OF THE CHAIR TRANSMITTING TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE REGARDING APPLICATIONS BY FOURTEEN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE OAS REGISTER AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ORGANIZATION’S ACTIVITIES AND THE REMOVAL
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I.
INTRODUCTION

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  This committee–the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)–has been charged with coordinating the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas and coordinating civil society participation in OAS activities.

In pursuance of the mandate issued in operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99), the then Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities prepared guidelines for the participation of such organizations.  These guidelines were adopted by the Permanent Council on December 15, 1999, by way of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and later endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00).

In addition, the Permanent Council, in accordance with the instructions given by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), adopted resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), containing strategies to increase and strengthen civil society participation in OAS activities.  This resolution was ratified through resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), whereby the General Assembly instructed the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the General Secretariat, in addition to the Permanent Council, to facilitate their implementation, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities.


Article 22.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council describes the functions of the CISC with regard to civil society participation as follows: 

i. To implement the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and to present to the Permanent Council such amendments as the Committee deems pertinent;

ii. To design, implement, and evaluate the necessary strategies to increase and facilitate civil society participation in OAS activities;

iii. To promote the strengthening of relations established between civil society organizations and the bodies and dependencies of the OAS within the scope of the functions conferred upon the Permanent Council by the OAS Charter; 

iv. To study matters relating to civil society participation in OAS activities that are presented to it by civil society organizations or entrusted to it by the Permanent Council or the General Assembly and to make recommendations thereon to the Permanent Council;

v. To analyze and transmit to the Permanent Council applications presented by civil society organizations to the Secretary General to participate in OAS activities.

II.
CONSIDERATION OF NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE OAS REGISTER AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ORGANIZATION’S ACTIVITIES


At its regular meeting of October 5, 2012, after listening to the recommendation of the Department of International Affairs, the Committee decided to recommend the approval of the following 14 civil society organizations for inclusion in the relevant OAS register:

Antigua and Barbuda

1. Disabled Peoples International North America and the Caribbean (DPI NAC) (CP/CISC-633/12)
Bolivia
2.
Instituto de Estudios Internacionales (IDEI-Bolivia) (CP/CISC-637/12)

Brazil
3.
Associação ARTIGO 19 (CP/CISC-641/12)

4.
Instituto de Estudos da Religião (CP/CISC-628/12)

Canada
5.
Égale Canada (CP/CISC-635/12)

Colombia

6.
Asociación de Mujeres Afrocolombianas (AMUAFROC) (CP/CISC-629/12)

7.
Colombia Diversa (CP/CISC-631/12)

8.
Corporación Alegría (CORPOALEGRÍA) (CP/CISC-632/12)

9.
Fundación Arco Iris Siglo XXI (FUNDARIS) (CP/CISC-630/12)

10.
Fundacion Capacitacion y Asesorias Integrales (FUNCAI) (CP/CISC-634/12)

Guatemala

11.
Instituto de Protección Social (IPS) (CP/CISC-638/12)

Honduras

12.
Asociación para una Sociedad más Justa (ASJ) (CP/CISC-636/12)

Peru

13.
Instituto de Defensa Legal (CP/CISC-639/12)

Switzerland
14.
International Road Transport Union (IRU) (CP/CISC-640/12)

III.
ORGANIZATIONS THAT SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE OAS REGISTER 


At its regular meeting of October 5, 2012, after listening to the recommendation of the Department of International Affairs, the Committee decided to recommend the removal of the following seven society organizations from the OAS register as they have ceased to operate:

1. International Criminal Defence Attorneys Association- (CP/CISC-155/05) (date registered:  April 27, 2005)

2. Red Interamericana para la Democracia - (CP/CISC-24/03) (date registered:  February 26, 2003)

3. Corporación por los Derechos Civiles - (CP/CISC-397/09) (date registered:  April 1, 2009)
4. Fundación Talento para el Desarrollo de la Simulación Dinámica, el Pensamiento Sistemático y el Conocimiento (Fundación Talento) - (CP/CISC-263/06) (date registered:  January 9, 2007)

5. Inter-American Economic Council – (CP/CSC-25/01 add. 5) (date registered: March 14, 2001)

6. Organización Regional Interamericana de Trabajadores (ORIT) - (CP/CISC-157/05) (date registered:  May 20, 2005)

7. Asociación Mexicana de Secretarias y Asistentes Administrativos (A.C. AMEXSAA) - (CP/CISC-348/07) (date registered:  May 16, 2008)

IV.
RECOMMENDATIONS

In keeping with Item 6 of the Guidelines, Article 22.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and other provisions to the same effect, I am pleased to place before the Council for consideration the Committee’s recommendation that the Council approve:

a.
The participation of the 14 aforementioned organizations in OAS activities and that they be entered in the OAS register of civil society organizations.

b.
The removal of the above-mentioned seven civil society organizations from the OAS register due to the fact that they have ceased to operate.

Ambassador Andrés González Díaz

Permanent Representative of Colombia

to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management

and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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