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I. BACKGROUND


Further to the request of the Permanent Council to “prepare . . . a proposal listing the mandates in order of priority, taking into consideration the Strategic Vision document,” the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) decided to create an informal working group to review and determine the order of priority of its mandates, taking as its starting point the document “Analysis of OAS Mandates, 2007 – 2011 (Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities)”(CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 1-d).

The Committee designated Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, as Chair of the Informal Working Group.

II. PROCEEDINGS

The Informal Working Group to review and prioritize the mandates of the CISC was installed at the Committee’s meeting of November 27, 2012. On November 30, 2012 the Informal Working Group held its first meeting at which it elected as its vice chair, Minister Plenipotentiary José Luis Ramírez León, Alternate Representative of Colombia to the OAS. Thereupon it commenced consideration of the methodology for analyzing the mandates entrusted to the Committee and a draft calendar for the meetings of the Group.

At that meeting, the Informal Working Group decided to request that the Committee Secretariat, in coordination with the Summits Secretariat and the Department of Planning and Evaluation of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance, prepare a document that included the mandates mentioned in the reference document for establishing an order of priority for the mandates assigned to the CISC (CP/CISC-646/12) as well as the following information:

· the mandates contained in General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12) and AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12), follow-up of which was assigned to the CISC under the Permanent Council’s distribution of mandates in August 2012, document CP/doc.4793/12 rev. 1; and
· the Summits of the Americas mandates assigned to the OAS.

At that meeting, several delegations mentioned the importance of setting criteria for prioritizing the mandates assigned to the Committee, which should be based on the general guidelines adopted by the Permanent Council and take into account the nature of the Committee’s mandates.

III. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


The Chair of the Informal Working Group submits the following conclusions:

a. The Group has not completed the mandate review and validation exercise. 

b. The mandates that came out of the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, will be included in reference document CP/CISC-646/12.

c. Attention was drawn to the need to include the mandates that emanated from the Summits of the Americas in the mandate review.

d. It was decided first to conclude the review and validation of mandates, including those mentioned in paragraphs (b) and (c) of these conclusions, before turning to the task of prioritization.

e. Once the review and validation concludes, the Working Group will set criteria for prioritizing the mandates assigned to the Committee, which will be based on the general guidelines adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of Wednesday, November 28, 2012, and take into account the nature of the Committee’s mandates.


The Chair of the Informal Working Group takes the liberty of offering the following recommendations:

a. To request more time from the Permanent Council to complete the mandate review and prioritization process. 

b. To transform the Informal Working Group into a formal working group and, to that end, request the Permanent Council to instruct the General Secretariat to provide conference services, including interpretation and document translation. The above would enable the Working Group to continue its work more efficiently and meet on a more regular basis. 

José Luis Ramírez León

Minister Plenipotentiary, Alternate Representative of Colombia to the OAS

Vice Chair of the Informal Working Group to

Review the Mandates of the CISC
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