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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY ASOCIACIÓN ARGENTINA DE USUARIOS DE LA INFORMÁTICA Y LAS COMUNICACIONES (USUARIA) TO BE REGISTERED IN THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Asociación Argentina de Usuarios de la Informática y las Comunicaciones (USUARIA) [Argentinean Association of Information and Communication Technology Users]. 
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Asociación Argentina de Usuarios de la Informática y las Comunicaciones (USUARIA) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
Asociación Argentina de Usuarios de la Informática y las Comunicaciones (USUARIA) is a nonprofit organization incorporated on December 15, 1982 with a mission to promote awareness and use of information and communication technologies (ICTs).

In pursuit of that mission, USUARIA organizes various national and regional events drawing on ICT experts from the public, private, and non-governmental sectors and academia. Notable among the events it organized in 2012 were seven editions of the Ibero-American Information Security Congress and Fair (Segurinfo), which were held in Argentina, Uruguay, Ecuador, Chile, Colombia, Peru, and Spain bringing together more than 5,600 technology experts and users to share experiences and find solutions to information security-related problems.

USUARIA has also organized different national and regional events to train government officials and entrepreneurs to use ICTs to improve their efficiency, leadership in information technology, and information management in such fields as health.
On September 17, 2012, USUARIA signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the OAS General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to share information and pursue joint activities in the areas of cyber-security and digital education for the use of ICTs in the Americas.  The Association collaborated with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to stage the XXVI edition of the Ibero-American Information Security Congress and Fair "Segurinfo Paraguay 2013" in Asunción on March 14, 2013, and "Segurinfo Washington 2013" at OAS headquarters on June 27, 2013.  The purpose of both events was to raise awareness among governments, the private sector, and civil society regarding the importance of strengthening cyber-security and to share national experiences and action plans to tackle emerging threats and trends in Latin America.
USUARIA also has a Usuaria Research program through which it conducts surveys and market research on information technology to provide professionals who make decisions in this area with input. It also publishes on its website the weekly "Usuaria News," which contains news and research to keep their members up to date on trends in the field of ICTs.
USUARIA is a founding member of the Latin American Information Technology Federation (FLAI), a network of the national ICTs associations of Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Mexico, Paraguay, and Uruguay.
USUARIA finances its activities from income received from registering participants at its various events. 
USUARIA submitted its application for registration with the OAS on April 4, 2013. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of Organization: 
Asociación Argentina de Usuarios de la Informática y las Comunicaciones (USUARIA)
Address:


Rincón 326, C1081ABH




Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires




Argentina

Rincón 326, Ciudad de Buenos Aires, Argentina - Tel: +54(11) 4951-2631/2855  -  Fax: +54(11) 4951-2855
Rincón 326, Ciudad de Buenos Ais, Argentina - Tel: +54(11) 4951-2631/2855  -  Fax: +54(11) 4951-2855
Telephone/fax:


+54 11 4951-2631
E-mail address:


usuaria@usuaria.org.ar
Website:


www.usuaria.org.ar
President


Pedro Maidana
Date incorporated:

December 15, 1982
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
USUARIA works with government, nongovernmental, and private sector experts and facilitates the exchange of experiences to promote the use of ICTs. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:
· Strengthening institutional capacity of governments and the private sector to address threats to cyber-security and ICT use by organizing national and regional events to share best practices and trends in national action plans in the area of information security; and
· Raising awareness about the importance of using ICTs to improve efficiency, productivity, and security for private companies and governments through training and newsletters for decision-makers in the area of information technology.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
USUARIA proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Collaborating with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and its Executive Secretariat by sharing information on ICT development and best practices in order to support the member states’ efforts to develop national cyber-security strategies;
· Cooperation with the Department for Effective Public Management of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (DEPM/SPA) to develop e-government programs and the Electronic Government Network of Latin America and the Caribbean (RedGEALC) with a view to contributing to a more efficient and transparent public sector performance;

· Make recommendations to the Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology (REMCYT) and the Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), regarding implementation of the Plan of Action of Panama 2012-2016: Translational Science, Technology and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity; and
· Contributing recommendations on the crafting of national public policies aimed at promoting use of and access to ICTs, in keeping with mandates from the Sixth Summit of the Americas. 
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, dated April 4, 2013
· Articles of incorporation
· Statutes
· Institutional mission statement
· 2012 Annual Activities Report
· 2011-2012 financial statements (signed by Mónica Liliana Karolinski, Certified Public Accountant)
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP31584E01.doc�








